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Summary
• In 2024, 15.3 percent of 

Pennsylvania children 
lived in poverty.  The 
U.S. rate was 15.5 
percent.

• From 2023 to 2024, the 
number of children in 
poverty decreased 2 
percent in Pennsylvania 
and 3 percent in the 
United States.  

• Despite the decrease, 
the percent of children 
in poverty remains 
above 20 percent in 14 
Pennsylvania counties 
and in 524 counties 
across the U.S.

• Within Pennsylvania, 
the children’s poverty 
rate was higher in rural 
counties (15.9 percent) 
than urban (15.1 
percent).

Methodology
Data is Small Area Income and 
Poverty Estimates (SAIP), U.S. 
Census Bureau and the 2024, 
1-year Average, American 
Community Survey, Public Use 
Microdata Sample, U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Children include all 
non-group quarter persons 
under 18 years old.  

Characteristics of Pennsylvania and U.S. Children 
in Poverty, 2024

In 2024, it was estimated that more than 393,500 Pennsylvania children, 
or 15.3 percent of all children, lived in households below the poverty 
level.  From 2023 to 2024, the number of children in poverty decreased 
2 percent.  Across the United States, the number of children in poverty 
decreased 3 percent.  However, the decrease was even. Thirty-five 
percent of U.S. Counties had either an increase or no change in the 
number of children in poverty.

Percent of Children in Poverty, 2004 to 2024

With Health Insurance 
91% PA
92% U.S.

Children of Color
59% PA
71% U.S.

Under 5 Years Old
26% PA 
27% U.S.

3-4 Years old Enrolled in 
Preschool/Kindergarten

40% PA 
 41% U.S.

% With Disability
10% PA 
8% U.S.

Living with Two Parents
26% PA 
31% U.S.



Percent of Children in Poverty, 2024

Counties with Increase /  Decrease in Number of Children in 
Poverty, 2023 to 2024
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