2021 County Government Priorities

Protect Funding for
County Human Services
From housing needs to substance abuse and children and youth
services, Pennsylvania county human services are a diverse
collection of resources provided by counties to ensure the health
and well-being of their residents. These critical services help
to maintain a better quality of life for all individuals across the
commonwealth, assuring Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable citizens and
their families have the protection and care they need.
Pennsylvania counties deliver crucial human services on behalf of the state and federal government—services that proWHFWRXUPRVWYXOQHUDEOHFLWL]HQVDPRQJWKHPFKLOGUHQVXරHULQJIURPDEXVHWKRVHÀJKWLQJVXEVWDQFHDEXVHDGGLFWLRQV
individuals with mental illness and developmental disabilities, and seniors in need of long-term care.
However, even though mandates and caseloads continue to increase, state funding support has been unable to keep up
with demand. Counties continue to deal with the daily challenge of serving the ever-growing needs of their residents,
VXFKDVWKHVLJQLÀFDQWLQFUHDVHVLQZRUNORDGVWRFRXQW\KXPDQVHUYLFHDJHQFLHVWKHWROORIWKHRSLRLGHSLGHPLFRQ
families and their children, and the lasting, unknown impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on Pennsylvania’s residents and
communities. Yet counties must also face the reality of ever-stagnant state funds to support those needs.
(DFK\HDUFRXQWLHVÀQGWKHPVHOYHVDGYRFDWLQJWRSUHYHQWVWDWHIXQGLQJIRUKXPDQVHUYLFHVIURPEHLQJFXWPXFKOHVV
achieving the increases that are so critically needed just to catch up from years of underfunding. The state-county partnership in service delivery must again be prioritized—including a commitment to additional and sustainable funding for
all of our human services programs and assurances of continued funding to essential services in the event of any future
state budget delay—before the safety net becomes so frayed it can no longer support those who need it most.
But it is not just funding. The General Assembly and administration must bring counties to the table earlier in the decision-making process when seeking to alter the traditional partnership between the state and counties for service delivery. Failure to do so often has unintended consequences, as recently experienced with changes to the medical assistance
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQSURJUDP&RXQWLHVDOVRVHHNDSDUWQHUVKLSZLWKWKHVWDWHRQSURJUDPUHIRUPLQFOXGLQJHරRUWVIRUEHWWHU
planning and integration of services. Experience tells us there are many more statutory and regulatory opportunities to
GHOLYHUVHUYLFHVPRUHHFLHQWO\

C O U N T I E S S U P P O R T:
Commitment of full state and federal funding for human services at
a level that responds to societal and economy-driven increases in
caseloads.



Assurances of ongoing funding availability for essential services in the
event of any future budget delay.



Collaborative review of the scope, objectives and administration of
KXPDQVHUYLFHVSURJUDPVWREHWWHUUHÁHFWWKHVWDWHFRXQW\SDUWQHUVKLS



For more information on protecting funding for county human services, contact Brinda
Penyak at (717) 736-4737 or bpenyak@pacounties.org.
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