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PostBudget Impact: Media

Below are samples of articles, media clips, and radio spots from around the Commonwealth.
These are not all of the articles, media clipsl &dio spots being completdflyou have any
other examples, please let CCAP knoved3k also note that these links may expire.
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State revenue receipts below budgeted totals

The state Revenue Department said Monday that general fund revenue pecgiptsed to lag
behind expectatins in the 20090 fiscal yearPennsylvania raked in $2.1 billion in revenue in
January, which was $12fillion less than expected, bringing the total red ink so far this
fiscal...- POSTGAZ.

Pennsylvania tax collections continue to lagehind projections

The state's revenue shortfall continued to grow last month, and now at&8¥% million for
the budget year to datdccording to a report on January reveroéections released Monday,
thestate missed its estimates by $120.2 million, or 5.4 per€hatbulk of the gap was
attributable to a $51.7 million shortfall in-. PATRIOT

Erie County Executive Grossman orders spending freeze

Let's get out in front of this.

That was Erie County Executive Barry Grossman's message Monday morning as he announced a
county spending freeze aimed at saving at least $750,000. The move was prompted by state
government's money troulsléErie Times

Budget cuts leave Westmoreland pson short of counseling

Statebudgetcuts have left a backlog of inmates at Westmoreland Cdnggn who need drug
and alcohol counseling, resulting in the releasewer prisoners on parolé/arden John
Walton said yesterday that there is a waitisgfbr inmates..- TRIB
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County taxes will increase

Luzerne County commissioners will unveil their 2010 budget amendment8Gadn. today,
and it appears that taxes will increase more than tipedd@nt originally approveds of
Thursday afternoon, the proposed amended spending plan was ardMRITIMES LEADER

More cuts expected for Lackawanna County human services
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County officials areanticipating as much as $16.7 million in statewide cuts to ceumtyuman
services programs as part of a midyear budget freeze Gov. Ed Rendell called for in December
after expected revenues fell short for the 20020 fiscal year.Scranton TimesTribune

Luzerne County shuts down popular Moon Lake site

Moon Lake Park is now officially closed and off limits to the publibe victim of Luzerne

County ludget cutsThe mood was sombérvery sombernpow-furloughed park director Clif
Madrack said. fiwe beeht| ok é&ewiBIODMESLBADERh e publ
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Sunnyview report: Cut costs, privatize or sell

Each has predicted that it could be the hardest decision he'll makewastyacanmissioner:

What to do with the Sunnyview Home, the final addfessome of the county's most vulnerable
residentsWhatever the three commissioners deetdand there is no timetable for POSTF

GAZ.
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Cash can clear up the record

First-time offenders can pay $200 to enter ARD progreaise money for county.
WILKES-BARRET Firsttime, nonviolent offenders who want their criminal records erased
will help raise money for Luzerne Counfimes Leader

State?s tobacceprevention program is reduced to ashes

The Issue: Legislators draw much of the funding for the fight against tobacco addiction into the
general fund.

Our Opinion: The impact will hurt people's health and bloat future Pennsylvania budgets.

Reading Eagle
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Montco will spend less on open space

The change is in part because the commissi@adsthe county doesn't have the money and
also that farmland prices have dropped as much as 50 pddostestown Intelligencer

Armstrong County libraries try to make up $20K funding gap
Armstrong County libraries are hoping local patrons can help make up for the loss of more than
$20,000 in state aid this year.

(Luzerne) Courts struggle to tim $1.4M
WILKES-BARRE - The Luzerne County judiciary is struggling to close a budget gap of about
$1.4 million, President Judge Thomas F. Burke Jr. said Thursday.
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Somerset commissioners tell Pa.: Pay up

SOMERSETS Pinched by a tight budget and a hiring freeze, SomE&wmanty commissioners
are pressing the state to promptly pay its billee commissioners Tuesday outlirfgd5 million
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in major amounts owed ke statei We 6 r e going to publicly manage
Welker, the..- JOHN. TRIB

(Luzerne) Commissioners lay off 13

Those losing jobs range from clerks to a department head. Union voices its opposition.
Against strong objections from a union leader, Luzerne County commissioners unanimously
votedWednesday to lay off 13 workefBimes Leader

PA freezes payments to counties

River Reporter

By TOM KANE HONESDALE, PAd Wayne and Pike County commissioners received a
notice from their professional association about-y&dr budget cuts from the ...

More cuts announced for Cumberland County Library System
A 33 percent reductiom state funding has prompted another round of cutbacks for Cumberland
County's public libraried?atriot News
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Farm preservation funds on agenda

The Lycoming County commissioners may financially contribute to the county's AgLand
Preservation Program.

On Thursday, the commissioners will consider whether to allocateGEb0Othe program. The
money will be used to buy the development easements of prime farm land to keep the land in
agriculture Williamsport Sun Gazette

Rough road for libraries, but group aims to smooth the path

Facing funding shortages, libraries might have to make changes to continue to provide needed
services.

That was the message former Lancaster County Commissioner Terry Kauffman delivered at
Tuesday's annual meeting of the couittyary systemintelligencer Journal

Erie County Council rejects most pay hikes
Nearly all of Erie County Executive Barry Grossman's requests for highéompsyme of his
top staffers were unanimously rejected by Erie County Courad. Times

1/19

Freeze on $170 million in state funds concerns Eri@ounty officials

Officials expect Rendell move to cut back some human seBic&EVIN
FLOWERSKkevin.flowers@timesnews.coBErie County government is about to take another
financial hit, courtesy oflarrisburg.Gov. Ed RendeH- dealing with his own castrunch at the
state level-... - ERIE TIMES

1/18
Pennsylvania services for poor, through counties, slashed amid budget cuts
By EMILY OPILO, The PatriotNewsJanuary 17, 2010, 10:43PMousands of Dauphin
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County residents dep elHumhan8ericerRevelmpmerft Fundiforthehe st a
social services that keep them tifé streets, fed and in some cases ahvke. | of Pennsyl va
67 counties receive a piece of the HSDF mone\RATRIOT

Services for poor slashed amid cuts

Thousands of Dauphin County resids depend on money from the statiisnan Service
Development Fund for the social services that keep thethefitreets, fed and in some cases
alive. All of Pennsylvania's 67 counties receive a piece of the HSDF money, which...
PATRIOT
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Exhaust options to preserve park

TO SAVE CASH, maybe Moon Lake Park must be closed. Maybe Lugecn@ nt y 6 s
commissioner trio has no choice but to walk away fronptigular Plymouth Township
campground and shut other cowetyned recreatioareas, tooHowever, we urge them to
explore all options before pulling the plug on theWB TIMES LEADER

Property owners face paying more this year
Property owners in 26 municipalities must pay higher local taxes this year in addition to Luzerne
C o u n t ypdércent thXOhike, a review of 2010 tax rates shdivses Leader
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(Bradford) County cuts back funding for human services agencies by 19K

Also, due to a further cut in state fundinghannced earlier this week, the commissioners are
reducing their stattunded Human Services Development Fund grants to 10 local human
services agencies by a total $19,0D0e Daily Review

Adams borrows taxanticipation funds

The Adams County commissioners approved borrowing $5 million to cover 2010 expenses until
tax dollars start to roll in.

The tax revenue and anticipation note with a 1-g&feent interest rate from PNC Bank was
approved Wednesdayhe county received three bids for the note, commissioners said.
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(Luzerne) County still in crisis despite spending less in '09

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County spent $12.7 million less than the expenditure total in the
2009 budget, but it's not enough to get the county out of a current fiscal crisis, Chief of Budget
and Finance Tom Pribula reported Thursdaitizens Voice

Cambria cuts 1 position, adds 5 youth workers

EBENSBURGGO The Cambria County commissioners abolished another mental health/mental
retardation job Friday but named five employees to vacant chigréryouth services positions

as the county adjusts to state funding clike TribuneDemocrat

County considering outsourcing security



http://www.pennlive.com/
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Security depament received allotment of $481,308 for salaries in the 2010 budget.
Luzerne County Commissioners are exploring the outsourcing of security to see if it would save
money, officials said during Thursdayodos wor Kk

Heating assistance runs short during a bitterly cold winter

Brutally cold weather has put many lamcome families in desperate situations, friné
workers said Thursday during a Cambria Gguuoel crisis task force meeting. Tribune
Democrat

Erie County Council to consider request to hike salaries, create new job

Grossman seeks greagtarting pay for appointeds/ KEVIN
FLOWERSKkevin.flowers@timesnews.co&rie County Executive Barry Grossman's requests
for higher pay for some dfis top staffers- and more help for his rookie administratian
aregetting consideration from Erie CayrCouncil....- ERIE TIMES

Efforts to save farm land continues

Cumberland County commissioners have agreed to chip in $250,08¢ricultural land
preservation this year, the same as for 2008at the state will ante up remains to be
seenGiven Pensylvania's beltightening, county officials aren't optimisticat the state will
match the $760,000 it provided the county ferRATRIOT

Let's not repeat budget mistakes

Next month, Gov. Ed Rendell will address the Legis lature with his-2@hudgetproposal.

This budget season has been forecast to be more ditfianltiast year's budget season because
of the continuous decline in state. BATRIOT
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Counties bracing as Pennsylvania budget cuts beme permanent

PoconoNews.net

MILFORD - The Pike County Commissioners have learned that some $170 million cut from the
state budget they thought was just a freeze, is now permanent. ...

Fayette commissioners OK $4 million loan

The Fayette County commissioners Wednesday unanimously approved obt&idingléon
loan to help with expenses until tax revenue begins to flonila countyThe action was taken
during a special meeting held solely to vote onnbie. The action is taken annually-...
UNION. HERALD

County tax hike likely to stay at 10 percent

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County commissioners want to amend this yleadget,but don't
expect them to decrease the 10 percent tax Hikien't think that's going to happen,” said
Commissioner Thomas P. Coon&ye're trying to keep it at 10 percent,"” Commissioner
Chairwoman Maryanne-WB CIT. VOICE

Commi ssioner Het zotgand Wmamywnmore cuts. o
AThe County remains concer neHdarah osbtu rtgh ed csuati sd
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County Commissioner Tony HerzaQommissioners were notified through the County
Commissioners Association Bennsylvania (CCAP) on Tuesddmat the Department of Public
Welfare will...- HONES. WAYNE IND.

Local libraries cut hours and services as funding decreases

CLARION The Clarion County Library System has seen its stateuailly a little more than 20
percent t hi s vy #valibrarieaanedeginring thenew yedr lyy@&rsanging some of
their operationso make ends meehccording to Clarion County Library System Administrator
Matt McClelland,..- CLARION NEWS

Mistake on grant application to cost Butler County $375,000

Butler County District Attorney Rich Goldinger promises thrabte eyesWill be focused on
future grant applications from his office in an efftarjprevent the kind of mistake that will cost
the county $375,000 ovénree yearsin the meantime, the fallout is beginning from the loss of
the STOP..: POSTGAZ.

County targets $4.1M to farms

Lancaster County commissiers on Wednesday placed their 2010 bet iratiraual gamble for
state funding for farmland preservatidine commissioners pledged $4,107,350 toward the
initiative, and they'réetting that will be enough for Lancaster County to once again receive
the...- BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES
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State slashes funds for human services

Countymight have to drop programs

Exactly one week ago today, Jim Laughman presented Lancaster County commissioners with a
revised plan for spending the money the county is getting from the state for human services.
Intelligencer Journal

Cooney meets with chiefs on cuts

Luzerne County Commissioner Thomas Cooney is still meeting with department heads to
determine whether theyodr e wihifuhding cutgimposed bydhel e t o
2010 budgetTimes Leader

Erie County Council to consider salary hikes, new county job

Erie County Executive BayrGrossman is pushing forward with plans to deigker pay for
some of his top staffers<sGrossman also wants Erie County Council to agree to hire former
CouncilmanDavid Mitchell to assist Grossman's administration in getting up to speé&RIE
TIMES

Officials hope for better returns in the 2010 census

MIFFLINTOWN - Every 10 years, the federal government sets out to count every single person
in the United States, a process that officials say impacts everyone in many different ways.

Rick Buck, partnership specialist with tbeS. Census Bureau, recently sat down with the

Juniata County Complete Count Committee and said most people simply don't realize how the
results of the census impact their liv€be Sentinel
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Montgomery County Emergency Service provides mucimeeded programs

As an organization that has long worked to bridge the gaps betwemeti& health and
criminal justice systems, we read with great interesaithde "Mental health cases tax police,
emergency workers" in The Mercury-.POTTS. MERCURY
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Wayne County libraries face budget cuts

Wayne County public libraries are feeling the pinch of state budget cuts this year.

Faced with $87,000 less in state funding, a 20 percent fedutite county library system has
been forced to reduce hours and lay off employees among oth&utirsy measures to make
up for the loss, said system administrator Molly Rodgers on Wednéades- Tribune
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Pennsylvania gubernatorial hopefuls call tax hikes a last resort

Though some feel that a levy on natural gas would be a lucrative source of income

Six of the seven men looking todmnePennsylvania next governor staked their ground on the
thorny issue of taxes Saturday as they looked to shore up support among party loyhksts in
Capital region. The Morning Call

Local legislators discuss budget impasse
STROUD TWPQ State legislators offered several ideas Saturday to prevent a oéfzesit
year's 10iddaylate budget impasse. Pocono Record

Indiana County approves 3.89mill tax hike

The Indiana County commissioners have finalized a 2010 spgeptiin thawill include a 3.89
mill increase in real estate taxes for the coumgdperty ownersThe budget was passed at the
Dec. 23 commissioners' meeting. The millageBLAIRS. DISPATCH
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Eichelberger predicts budget problems

State senator says Pennsylvania will need $450 million to dmlemspending plan
HOLLIDAYSBURG - State Sen. John H. Eichelberger JkBIRir, predicted Thursday that the
state's budget will be passed late again this year. But, he added, "I don't think it will be the fiasco
it was last year.I' Altoona Mirror

Lebanon County commissioners cut workrelease positions at prison

A countywide reassessment and job cuts in a tight budget year top the list of issiedsatienlL
County commissioners will be soon addressing, said Bill Carpenter, the newly elected chairman
who is starting his 23rd year on the boarBatriot

Greendhurg Laurels & Lances
On the "Watch List": Westmoreland County's budgeting. A $10.9 midleficit in
Westmoreland's 2010 general fund more than suggests tlwaiuhiy's “fiscal planning” is not
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keeping pace with expenses. Even thotnghshortfall wil be covered by dipping into a $35
million surplus-- and...- TRIB

Crawford housing assistance programs work through drop in state funding

By TIM HAHN tim.hahn@timesnews.coMEADVILLE -- Agencies that provide housing
assistance in Crawford Courdye being forced to do more witksks. Crawford County
Commissioners on Thursday approved amendments tmthey's Housing Assistance Program
contracts for fiscal year 206 that..- ERIE TIMES

Disagreement with county executive over raises for union Gracedale workers sparks
protest before Northanpton County Council meeting

A union representing about 50 Gracedale nursing home nurses andveokéas took its fight
with Northampton County administrators to Cou@uncil on Thursday, saying officials were
trying to renege on a nefwur-year contact that includes 4.95 percent annual raises....
MORNING CALL
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Two county employees told they're fired, but vote isn't for another week

Two county employees got letters earlier this week telling them they will be laid off, even
though he formal salary board vote will not come until next week.

County Administrator Mark Scarbinsky took "full responsibility for the poor choice of words"
used in both letters at Wednesday morning's commissioners meeting.

Franklin County to save nearly $200000 on workers' compensation ...

Chambersburg Public Opinion

Her comments appeared in theshrecent issue of Pennsylvania County News Magazine, a
publication of the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania. ...

Monroe County looks torefinance $5 million in debt

Monroe County expects to refinance more than $5 million in debt to take advantage of lower
interest rates. The changes could save the county $185,000, says Robert Gress, the county's chief
clerk. "The rates are very low," haid.

Luzerne Countyés whopping debt built wup gradu
Since 2002, the commissioners relied heavily on borrowing to fund projects.

A child born today will reach adulthood by the time Luzerne County pays off its $466 million
debt.County taxpayers must shell out roughly $25 million annually over the next 17 years,

wrapping up with a final payment of $21.3 million in 2027Times Leader

County holds carrots out to nonprofits

As Pittsburgh officials entered a heated public debate in fall to persuade nonprofits to pay more
to government, Alleghen@ounty officials began a different effort to accomplish the same thing.

- TRIB

SHELVED: Libraries forced to slash hours, staff, popular programs
Peoplen many Allegheny County communities probably won't get as mucbfdbeir libraries
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this year as they once diflhe reason? Budget cuts, deep ones in some cases, necessitated by
steepdeclines in state funding and a change in the Allegheny LibramRIB
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Franklin County salaries released

Some peple working for Franklin County will be losing ground in 20N&an-union county
employees will not get a pay raise this y&ome will see a smaller pay check due to a reduced
work week. FranklirCounty Prothonotary Linda Beard, Clerk of Courts Bill Vawdiand..-
CHAMBERS. P.O.

County union workers OK contract calling for 11-percent pay increase over five years

The union representing Luzerne County probation and domestic relations employees has
approved a contract with an 11 percent pay increase oveydars.

County commissioners postponed a vote on the deal last Thursday to give Commissioner
Thomas P. Cooney time to review it. County judges on Dec. 23 appointed Cooney to finish Greg
Skrepenak's term as commissioner. Skrepenak resigned Dec. 17 ancbbhdg@glead guilty to
accepting a $5,000 payoff.

Board to take another look at county budget

LOCK HAVEN - The Clinton County commissioners signaled a willingness Mptmaeopen
the $23.42 million budget they approved for 20 Hhd at the same time received some
unexpected good news that might help them lower the tax burden.

Grant funding shifted to keep 2 county jobs

Assistant DA, detective will remain fulime The Butler County salary board Monday shifted
federal grant funds to kegm assistant district attorney and a detectivetiiolé through
August.The shift in inding was needed after a state agency last month rejecBRdILER
EAGLE( 153224/133970)

Proposals to run county park sought

Firms or individuals interested in taking over Luzerne Cowmtped MoonLake Park have until
Jan. 21 to submit proposaBounty commissionefsave eliminated all funding for the park in
the 201(budgetand are hoping that someone will want to run the Plymouth TownshigB.
TIMES LEADER 152971/133727)

Berks County to pay Reading's BARTA funding

Commissioner doesn't want to risk losing state, U.S. féedks County will give BARTA the
$126,000m annual funding the city citom its budget to help fill a projected $15 million
deficit. County Commissioner Christian Y. Leinbach said Tuesday that he would{oin...
READING EAGLE

1/5

Parks department employees still working despite budget cut

WILKES-BARRE- Luzerne County's 2010 budget eliminated all funding for parks and

recreation, Moon Lake Park and environmental services, but employees in those departments are
still working.
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"No one is laid off yet," county Manager/Chief Clerk Doug Pape said Mord&g/re in a
holding pattern.”

County commissioners reorganize, promise leaner government in 2010

The Schuylkill County commssoners put a year of financial turmoil behind them Monday and
hoped for better times in 2010.

"It's a restart. We're starting out with a whole new year ahead of us. But you're still faced with a
lot of the same challenges,” Commissioner Frank J. Staudemiie board's lone Republican,

said Monday

County libraries respond to statewide cuts

Clearfield Progress

Lisa Erickson, Centre County Libraries director, said the line item in the library association's
budget will be trimmed. She said staff was reduced at ...

County approves raises, three unions still to come

At least 100 county employees are guaranteed raises in 2010.

The Somerset County Salary Board increased the salaries of about 80 nonunion employees and
20-plus workers covered by the United MWorkers of America jail contract at a special

meeting MondayThe Daily American

Salary board approves raises
Fayette County neanion employees each will see their annual salaries jump $1,000 this year
following action taken Monday by the county salary bobterald Standard

Budget constraints leave county judges shorthanded

The Fayette County Salary Board Monday created an additional secretary position for the
magisterial district judge offices in the county, but because the position isg4tbddit can't be
filled. Herald Standard

1/4

(Eranklin) Commissioners Keep Economy in Mind When Drafting 2010 Budget
FRANKLIN COUNTY, PA - Commissioners in Franklin County have approaduidget for the
new year.

They say they were careful not to increase the county's operational expenses from 2009.

Cambria MH/MR jobs cut

JOHNSTOWNGS Client advocte Wendy Stewart has a quick reply when askbkdt she thinks

of the elimination of two therapists fromCambda unt y6s ment ailMohsetal t h pr
providers are overextended as it is, and this truly is 20HN. TRIB

1/3

$111M Franklin County budget approved

Franklin County commissioners on Thursday apptbthe county's $111 million budget for
2010 with a hakmill increase in real estate taxes.
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The owner of a home with a market value of $150,000 can expect to pay $8.70 more in 2010.
Chambersburg Public Opinion

Lackawanna County's nonunion workers to see salary increase

The 2010 Lackawanna County budget includes a 1.5 percent increadarias of nonunion
county employees, vith is less than or equivalentwdat county union employees will receive
in wage increases this new ye@nunty commissioners froze nonunion wages in 2009 as they
continued to cut.- SCRANTON TIMES

1/1

County taxes up slightly next year

LOCK HAVEN - Clinton County commissioners continued their budgetwksions right up

until four minutes before their 10 a.m. meeting yesterday, the last day of the year, and still found
a lot to disagree about in the budget they adopted eh eoge.

Tax hikes, cuts a mystery in 2010 budget

Luzerne Countydés 2010 budget passed Thursday,
seem to go over well with anyone in the packed commissioners meeting room.

Several &xpayers stormed out because the budget increases real estate taxes 10 percent.

State's fiscal impasse vexed county's meager budget

NORRISTOWNOG Montgomery Couty government faced a double whammy this year when it
had to suffer not only with sinking county revenues, but also lagging state funding during
Harrisburg's budget impasse last summer.

12/31

Budget passes without tax hike

LEWISTOWN - The Mifflin County Commissioners passed the county's 2010 budget on
Wednesday that calls for no tax increases, but not without some strong opinions.

Board Chairman Mark Sunderland,describing the budget, said, "It's not a perfect spending
plan but it's a good one." The 2010 budget is in the amount of $22,226,707.

Budget passes without tahike

LEWISTOWN - The Mifflin County Commissioners passed the county's 2010 budget on
Wednesday that calls for no tax increases, but not without some strong opinions.

Board Chairman Mark Sunderland, in describing the budget, said, "It's not a perfeatgpend
plan but it's a good one." The 2010 budget is in the amount of $22,226,707.

Commissioners can amend budget before Feb. 15

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County commissioners today plan to adopt alunddiet for next
year, and taxpayers could learn if they'll selmabledigit tax hike on next year's county tax
bill. On Dec. 10, commissioners introduced a $127.2 million budget funded with\é&.CIT.
VOICE

Wyoming County OKs 2010 budget
Wyoming County commissioners on Tuesday gave finpi@ml to the county'2010 budget,
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which was unchanged from the preliminary budget agreedtie dteginning of the
month.There is no tax increase in the $12,142,280 spending plan. The tax raBCIT.
VOICE

12/30

County To Raise Property Tax 16 Percent

PERRY COUNTY, Pa:- In Perry County, 2010 will bring a 16 percent property tax increase.
The hike is part of the $15.3 midh budget that was approved by county commissioners.

Huntingdon County commissioners OK 2010 budget with tax increase

HUNTINGDON - The Huntingdon County comissioners ended a thraeeek battleTuesday by
passing a 2010 budget with ar8ll tax increaseThe $14.4 million budget passed.2with
Chairman R. Dean Fluke casting. ALTOONA MIRROR

State budget cuts prompt bekltightening for agencies

Area agencies and other organizations felt the crunch of state loudggtks and now face
challenges in comingp with dollars to meet futuneeedsSome officials still are trying to sort
out the details, while others are. WILLIAM. SUN

Montour whittles tax hike: Down to 9 percent

DANVILLE i A mix of expense cuts, good fortune and hopeful thinkimaved a tax increase
for Montour County residents to 9 percgdammissioners had been working lwé deficit that
called for a 24 percemiike. It was then reduced to 21 percent and finally 9 percent in a
spending..- BLOOM. P.E.

Northumberland County cuts millage

SUNBURY d Taxpayers in Northumberland County will get a break on ttainty taxes next
year, as the county commissioners Tuesday approved abRdget of $63.4 millionDue to the
sale d Mountain View Manor, the county home, the tax rate waRAILY ITEM

Elk County holds line on property taxes

RIDGWAY - There will not be an increase in county property taxes irCelknty next year and
the county is expected to be ddtee by 2012During a special meeting Tuesday, the
commissioners approved the 20jéherafund budget of $11,178,394.72 and an overall budget
of 2010...- DUB. COURIEREXPRESS

Budget expected to move forward

SUNBURY & A compromise has been reacléedor now. The Northumberland County
commissioners are expected to adopt the 200Dty budget today, despite a recent injunction
filed by county Presiderdudge Robert Sacavagestop the proceedings.-.MILTON
STANDARD

Funding woes force libraries to cut hours

HAVERFORD d As libraries in Delaware County come to terms withthsar 6 s st at e bu
funding cuts, some are choosing to scale back tioeirs to save costslaverford Library

announced this week that, starting in the new year, RELCO TIMES 151149/132052 )
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12/29

Urban: Projected spending exceeds $130 million

WILKES-BARRE - Projected spending inuzerne County's 2010 budget jumped nearly $3
million, and the proposed tax hike has increased from 18.5 percent to 23.5 percent, Luzerne
County Commissioner Stephen A. Urban said Monday.

Deal allows county to complete budget

SUNBURY & A temporary agreement hammered out during-anifite closeeloor

conference Monday will allow the Northumberland County commissioners to approve their 2010
budget today. Daily Item

Bradford County Library will cut hours
WEST BURLINGTON TWP - Fridays at the Bradford County Library will be a little shorter
next year as a result sfate budget cuts.

12/28

County controller urges bigger audit crackdown

Allegheny County should invest more money to audit the millions of dalaespenses d#d to
the county each year through outside contractiigh of the misuse of county funds exposed by
a recent audit of a Homewoodmmunity group, Controller Mark Patrick Flaherty said TRIB

Towing the line

The Somerset County commissioners are to be commended for creating bndgedrthat lives
within the means of its existimgvenue streanThe commissioners adopted a $36.5 million
budget Tuesday that holds taxesSOMERSET DAILY

Budget cuts squeeze Clearfield Co. bookmobile

Budget cuts are making operations difficult for many organizationsebaive money from the
state.The Clearfield County Bookmobile is one organization that is maddogfices in order to
keep running’We hope it's temporary,” Dan Bogey, director of the Clearfield Coun@UB.
COURIEREXPRESS

Judge takes on budget cuts today

SUNBURY d The next round of the dispute between the NorthumbeQamnohty
commissioners and President Judge Robert Sacavage will take pdaoeaaing todaylhe
hearing is scheduled for Hlm. in Courtroom No. 1 of the courtdgurthouse before Judge
Michael Williamson, of Clinton County..=.DAILY ITEM

Pennsylvania budget problems continue

HARRISBURG- Pennsylvania's budget woes resemble a rending storyState government
enters a new year having major fiscal challenges stitrtfalls in monthly revenue forecasts, a
drop in ederal stimulus aid arttie Rainy Day Fund tapped otihe national recession is taking
its toll on Pennsylvanians. About 500,000HAZLE. STANDARID 150366/131319 )

12/27
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No tax hike in Lebanon County's 2010 budget
The Lebanon County Board of Commissioners voted for final adoption of the 2010 budget
Thursday, ending a process that began two months ago.

Agencies seeing more people hit hard locally by economy, rising utilities
These are tough times for anyone living paycheck to paycheck, and many in the area know the
panic that comes with the possibility of Ing without a permanent address.

12/24

Crawford County budget holds line on taxes

Commissioners hold millage rate; expenditures down $4M from '0§dtMEADVILLE --
Crawford County property owners won't have a tax incrahaeks to a cash cargver that
balances the $67 million county budget forERIE TIMES

Loan repayments could save county money in 2010

Schuylkill County is now reaping the rewards of investments made a degadd \Wednesday
morning's county commissionersesating, county Administratdviark Scarbinsky said the
county has now recouped the last $2.2 millioeéonomic development loans made in the late
1990s...- POTTS. REP.

Westmoreland commissioner calls for budget cuts up to 15 percent

Commissioner Charles Anderson on Wednesday called for up to 15 perbadgét cuts for
Westmoreland County 2011.Anderson said the 2010 spending plan approved yesterday
with no taxincrease- was too expensiv@.he property tax rate will remain at 20.99 mills in the
$314 million...- TRIB

Bradford County commissioners pass $55.8 million county budget

TOWANDA - The Bradford County commissioners on Wednesday adopted arfiblio@
county budget for 2010, which keeps the county property taxth@atgame as it was in 200Ehe
Bradford County Salary Board, whose members include the three coumtYWANDA DAILY

Lasting impact: Social services continue to suffer after state budget fiasco

Looking for a longterm impact from the budget impasse this year dtrarhard feelings
between Democrats and Republica8sarch no further than many of the social services
organizations in youcommunity. The budget was finally passedl01 days late and the last...
PATROT

York commissioners OK budget with no tax hike

York County Commissioners kept their promise to freeze property taxegesxn part by
cutting 59 jobs- a $2million savings-- and requestingepartmentheads to trim expenses by 5
percentCommissioners unanimously approved the final budget Wednesday morai@RK
DISPATCH

County approves spending plan with tax increase
Real estate taxes for the average property owner in Indiana Counityonetise about $4 per
month under a 2010 buelgand supporting tastructure approved Wednesday by the county
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commissionersWith a few adjustments, the tax structure and spending plan are the same as...
IND. GAZ.

Commissioners approve budget with tax hike, employee layoffs

Possibility of 14 layoff, four positions left unfilleBly Greg V. Renninger CLRION NEWS
Writer CLARION The Clarion County commissioners approved the 2@LMity general fund
budgetyesterday. The $14,997,340 balanced spendif@LARION NEWS

Rendell may revisit drilling, income taxes

By Amy WordenInquirer Harrisburg BureadARRISBURG- Gov. Rendell said yesterday that
he would again propose a tar natual-gas drilling, and hinted that he might resurrect his
proposal taaise the personahcome tax to cope with the next waveboidget crises...-

INQUIRER

It's official: no county tax boost

Lancaster County commissioners on Wednesday unanimously approved a $264 million budget
for 2010.

The spending plan holds the line on the county's real estate tax rate for the second year in a row.

12/23

County residents to see 23 percent tax increase

BELLEFONTE® Centre County property taxes will go up 23 percent geat under dudget
plan commissioners approvedd&sdayThe board voted-2 to approve an $80.9 million 2010
budgetand raise...

Bedford County Commissioners OK budget after staff agrees to cut weekly hours.
BEDFORD - Bedford County residents will not see an increase in millage for 2010, but there
will be a cut in some staffers' hours to balance the county budget.

12/22

Clarion County budget comes down to the wire

CLARION The Clarion County commissioners are due to approvethei nt y6s 2010 f i n
budget today ( Dec. bulgedseaaon fibr tHe todirgy, als theecossimmers o u g h
have had to look ahaking some very difficult cutddost painful has been the need to slash

about $507,000 in employee wages...

Montour tax hike should be zero

Taxes, taxes, damn taxesThe 24 percent increase for Montour County taxpayers was what the
row officers presented for their budgets. The 21 percent was whebni@issioners presented

to the taxpayers at the Dec. 8 niegt At thatmeeting, taxpayers gave the commissioners ways
to reduce the 21 percent...
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As property values fall, so do tax revenues

IT'S NO NEWS that Bucks County hasn't conducted a countywide reasses$mpraperty

values in more than 30 years. Officials have managed to axading a politically sensitive but
fundamentally necessary reassessrbgikeeping the matter out of the courts, and they've done
that by placating...

Prison board addresses budget needs, opportunitiesrfouts

SUNBURY - The Northumberland County Prison Board will recommend t@onemissioners a
2010 prison budget of $3.4 milliomhe budget, which was approved after about an hour of
healthy debate, 300,000 more than the initial proposal of $3.1iomll That initial sum...

Leaner Montco budgetkeeps taxes stable

Though Montgomery County expects to take in $31 million less in B&Ehue than it did in
2009, the county has prevented a tax increasritiyng spendingThe $407.7 milliorbudget
that commissioners approved yesterday includes a...

12/21

Top Story of 2009 series: County felt stateudgetimpasse's impact

COURTHOUSES Montgomery County government faced a double whammyytas when it
had to endure not only sinking county revenues, butlatgpng state fundinguing

Har r i sbdgetingpésse last summer-NORRIS. HERALD

Unemployment has social service agencies trying to do more with less

In his 24 years in social work in Butler County, Al Lane, director ofdhal office for Catholic
Charities, has gotten to know the people who hapeatedly landechithe government and
charitable safety nets, oftentagir parents and grandparents did before thenROQSTGAZ.

County commissioners to vote on 2010 budget, tax increase

BELLEFONTEO Centre County commissioners are set for a final Voesday on a 2010
budget that includes a 23 percent propeakyihcreaseAssistant Administrator Denise Elbell
said the county offices are doing tley can to cut expenses, short of layoffs or eliminating
programs...- CENTRE DAILY

Officials petition for Tax Increasei Huntingdon- The Huntingdon County commissioners

Friday asked President Judge Stew@irtz to allow them to raise taxes to balance their 2010
budget. Commissioners Bill Hoover and Connie Kough Pittenger wantill &x increase from

24 mills to 27 mills. Commissioners must receive court approval to raise taxes above the state's
25-mill "soft cap” limit. Kurtz didn't immediately rule on the request.

12/18

County axes some raises; commissioners warn of lean 2010

In an effort to pinch pennies during a troubdsmnomy, Mercer County commissioners nixed
most norRunion raises among county employees for next year. Two department heads voted
against that measure Thursd&paron Herald

3.5-mill tax jump for county

16


http://www.phillyburbs.com/opinions/opinion_details/article/453/2009/december/22/as-property-values-fall-so-do-tax-revenues.html
http://www.newsitem.com/news/prison-board-addresses-budget-needs-opportunities-for-cuts-1.504500
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20091222_Leaner_Montco_budget_keeps_taxes_stable.html
http://www.timesherald.com/articles/2009/12/20/news/doc4b2dadaa750c5617288405.txt
http://www.timesherald.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09354/1022069-407.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/story/1689809.html
http://www.centredaily.com/
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525284.html?nav=742
http://www.sharon-herald.com/local/local_story_351221931.html
http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/localnews/12-18-2009-washco-tax-increase

Washington County property owners will be seeing an increase in their county tax bills for the
first time in six years.

On Thursday, the Washington County commissioners unanimously adopted a 2010 budget that
cals for a 3.5mill tax increaseObserver Reporter

Tax increase included in Greene County 2010 budget

WAYNESBURG - A tax increase is included in this year's Greene County budget.

The Greene County Commissioners adopted the county's 2010 budget that includes an increase
in property taxes for the first time since 2004.

Commissioners adopt budget with no tax hike
Following his Thursday presentation of Lycoming County's 2010 budget, county fiscal services
director Robert J. Noll was asked to approach the commissioners andsaigattiand.

Fayette boosts workers' wages

Fayette County employees and taxpayers benefited Thursday when the Fayette County
commissioners adopted a 2010 budget that includes raises for employees and no tax increase for
taxpayersHerald-Standard

Chesco conmissioners OK 2010 budget with no tax hike

By Kathleen Brady Shdaquirer Staff WritetChester County commissioners said yesterday that
repercussions from theconomic crisis had motivated them to hold the lines on taxes, and
theyunanimously approved2010 budget of nearly $521 million.-.INQUIRER

Fayette County taps its surplus to balance budget

Fayette County residents won't endure a tax increase next yeappmissioners will dip into a
$3 million surplus to balance the 20i@dget.Commissioners on Thisday voted unanimously
to approve the $23.4 milliospending plan, which includes projected revenues of $22.1
million.... - TRIB

Berks County commissioners approve budget for 2010; taxes unchanged

The Berks County commissioners on Thursday adopted a $449 million bodge1.0 that

holds the real estate tax rate6.935 mills, despite coming short by $1 million on the revenue
side.lt reflects a reduction of $22.6 million, or nearly 5 percent, from thREADING EAGLE

12/17

Montco commissioners balance budde

They will take between $10.5 million to $11.5 million from a projected surplus of $46 million to
balance the spending plan.

The Montgomery County commissioners will have a balanced budget when they vote Monday
on a finalized spending plan for next ydaoylestown Intelligencer

Adams commissioners set tax rate
Adams County commissioners approved an ordinance Wednesday that established the tax rate
for the 2010 tax year.

17


http://www.heraldstandard.com/news_detail/article/1631/2009/december/18/btax-increase-included-in-greene-county-2010-budget-b.html
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/536810.html?nav=5011
http://www.heraldstandard.com/news_detail/article/1253/2009/december/18/fayette-boosts-workers-wages.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20091218_Chesco_commissioners_OK_2010_budget_with_no_tax_hike.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/fayette/s_658336.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=178127
http://readingeagle.com/
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelligencer/the_intelligencer_news_details/article/27/2009/december/17/montco-commissioners-balance-budget.html
http://www.eveningsun.com/ci_14011620

It's a rate that includesortax hike in 2010, which was also reflected in the tentative budget
commissioners approved Nov. Z5/ening Sun

County budget tightens belt in state stal emat
A lot of belt tightening went into Lycoming County's proposed 2010 budget and the result is a
spending plan actually smaller than the one adopted in 2009.

County budget 'down to the wire'

By Barbara S. Miller, Staff writer, bmiller@observeporter.conihis article has been read 239
times.Washington County is required to have its spending {plamch contains &6.15 million
shortfall- available for publicnspection for 30 dayisefore a final budget is adopted- WASH.
O.R.

Montco commissioners balance budget

They will take between $10.5 million to $11.5 million from a projectggblus of $46 million to
balancehe spending plarthe Montgomery County commissioners will have a balanced budget
when theywote Monday on a finalized spending plan for next yealTHE INTELLIGENCER

Monroe County budget holds tax line

By David PiercdPocono Record Writdbecember 17, 200STROUDSBURG A $114

million 2010 Monroe County budget with no teecrease won final approval Wednesday from
the commissionerd.he property tax rate will remain at 17.25 mills. POCONO RECORD

Northampton County Executive John Stoffa wants to renegotiate county laborontracts

By SARAH CASSIThe ExpresslimesNorthampton County Executive John Stoffa wants to
renegotiate the countyabor contracts with its 11 unions as a ez®ting measuré&toffa sent a
letter dated the day before Thanksgiving to union officedgng salaries and fringe benefits
make up a large portion of the county'sEASTON EXPRESS

Surplus funds fill void in Bucks budget

The commissioners decided to use $5.7 million from the surplus to baten$447 million
budget A 3 percent increase will go to the county libraygtem Commissioners will take $5.7
million from Bucks County's surplus to balanceTHE INTELLIGENCER 146919/128203 )

Agencies adjust after state budget impasse

State funding hakeen reduced in many areas including public librahes)eless assistance and
day care centers in an effort to balaRce n n s y Ibwdgeth Tha a@gencies were without aid
from July to October while legislators and. WAYNE. RECORID146867/128151 )

County unionslikely to battle 12-day furlough plan

The proposal to save money has been factored into the proposed 2010Bydgenifer Learn

Andes jandes@timesleader.comeerne County Reportéru z er ne Count y6s uni or
to challenge the 18ay furloughof all employees, on the grounds that layoffs are supposed to be

based on.~- WB TIMES LEADER
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County taxes to drop in 2010

SUNBURY - Northumberland County residents will experience an ovdegltease in their
county taxes in 2010 as a result of last week's passetiee county commissi@ns of a tentative
$63,085,712 budget that calts a 4.5mill decrease in debt service tax and a In8B increase
in the...- NEWS ITEM

Officials expected to OK tax increase

WAYNESBURG- Commissioners will likely raise property taxes by aboupé&&ent at their
morning meeting toda County leaders cite stabeidget cuts, coal depletion and higher costs
for employee pension and health insurance as reasons behind tmailll.22WASH. O.R.

12/16

Delaware County taxes to rise 7.4%

By Joelle Farrellnquirer Staff WriterTaxes will go up 7.4 percent in DelawaCounty next
year after the Count@ouncil unanimously passed a $309 million budget yesteWdl. many
local and school taxes rising as well, several county resident¢QUIRER

Erie County Council rejects request to restore jobs

Erie County Council won't beutting $190,000 worth of jobs back into tbeunty's 2010

budget. County Council on Tuesday night rejected three ordinances that woulddsawed
county Economic Development Director Bob Spaulding's job, asaséWo county maintenance
positions...- ERIE TIMES

Budget is aproved with $500,000 deficit

MIFFLINTOWN - A 2010 budget with no tax increase received final approval from the Juniata
County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday.

However, a shortfall remains in the final numbers: Expenditures are projected at $7,925,184.74
while revenues are expected to be $7,336,011, leaving a projected deficit of $589,78&.74.
Sentinel

Average Tioga County property owner to see $125 hike in taxes

WELLSBORO- The Emill tax increase in Tioga County's $73 million 2010 budget will
generate about $1.3 million in revenues, based on 80 percent of property owners paying their
taxes, Commissioner Sue Vogler said during Tuesday's megtingsazette

Fayette budget not likely to raise property taxes

Fayette County property owners likely will not have to pay moretgqumoperty taxes next
year, according to the majority of Fayette County commissioners.

Following Tuesday's agenda meeting, commission Chairman Vincent Zapotosky and
Commissioner Vincent A. Vicites separately said they were not in favor of raising prtspasy
to balance the 2010 general fund budget.

County budget holds line on taxes

WEST CHESTERY Despite early projections that the county was going to have totaaise

to balance the 2010 budget, the commissioners announced Tuesday that they will approve a new
budget that doesn't call for any new taxes or any cuts in seridiaig.Local News
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Commissioners, DA spar over budget

BEDFORD- The Bedford County District Attorney's office suffered another setback Tuesday in
a numbeicrunching effort by county commissioners to balance the budget.

District Attorney Bill Higgins and Ptbionotary Cathy Fetter, who are both facing staffing cuts,
expressed concerns over a lack of communication with county commissioners.

2010 Blair budgeit o6extremely tigh
HOLLIDAYSBURG - Blair County's 2010 budget has little money to handle unexpected
expenses, commissioners said Tuesday.

"This is an extremely tight budget,” Commissioner Diane Meling said before she and fellow
commissioners Terry Tomassetti and Donnait@@oted to approve the $67.09 million
spending plan.

Veterans outreach center deserve to be saved

Government often commits its most unsoionable acts when no ondasking. This couldn't
have been more evident than shortly before Veterans Daytiwaébov. Ed Rendell
administration quietly canceled a program thathelped countless veterans for decades. The
timing couldn't have beenasse,..- ERIE TIMES

12/15

Court official taking heat

SUNBURY d While Northumberland County President Judge Robe8d8avage and the
county commissioners squabble over spending atdhghouse, the actions and influence of the
court administrator are beirgglled into question bglected officials and other employees....
DAILY ITEM

Doing more with less: 2010 will be no different

We give credit to the Clinton County commissioners for the extensive amiowotk that is
going into the 2010 county budg@&iearly, this is among the most difficult, yearly butdge
development.. LOCK HAVEN EXPRESS

Castor aims to yank funding for drug court

NORRISTOWNO Montgomery County Judge Steven T. O'Neill went beforetunty
commissioners last week defending his prized drug court therigioes is turning lives around
and keeping nonviolent drugldicts out ofan already overcrowded county priséithough
Commissioners James R. Matthews and Joseph Hoeffel voiced sup@T.TS. MERCURY

Departments seek exemptions from budget cuts

NORRISTOWNOG Montgomery County governmental departments were askauat their
budgets by percent for next year, and while many have lowéned expenses, most are asking
for waivers.Last week, the commissioners weighed the requests from aboutBOITS.
MERCURY

Library copes with state fund cuts
Faced with drastic reductions in state fundihg, Bloomsburg Publitibrary Board of Directors

20


http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525188.html?nav=742
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525190.html?nav=742
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091216/OPINION08/312169992/-1/OPINION
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.dailyitem.com/0100_news/local_story_349002415.html
http://www.dailyitem.com/
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/514942.html?nav=5004
http://www.lockhaven.com/
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2009/12/15/news/srv0000007075551.txt
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2009/12/15/news/srv0000007077290.txt
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/premium/view.php?story=/premium/314679895671339.bsp

has just finalized a bare bonmsdgetfor 2010.0Our patrons will notice changes as the library
endeavors to keep its fiscat. BLOOM. P.E.

Board: Workers should get raise

HOLLIDAYSBURG - Blair County commissioners are preparing to approve a &468 fo
150 nonunion employees in 20Tthe cost, along with raises of 40 cents an hour fortpag
nonunionemployees, is built into the 20bdidgetthat commissioners will adopt:. ALTOONA
MIRROR

Library suppo rters sound off to Marseglia

The Bucks County library system projects an $880,000 deficit dugZ@®000 drop in state
funding.Nine Bucks County library advocates told Democratic Commissioner [Mangeglia
their branches have suffered after stateling cuts forcedayoffs and reduced hours-..
BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

Despite deficit, court posts 2 vacancies

The Luzerne County Court has posted two vacant positions, even thmugfly commissioners
said they were promised that vacancies would nditled in light of the budget crisi€ounty
President Judge Chester Muroski said the jobs for a deputy chief-ali® TIMES LEADER

Petrilla examines court cuts

Faced with a deficit, county commissioner chairwoman meets with the juglgdsnnifer
LearnAndes jandes@timesleader.cauezerne County Reportéuzerne County Commissioner
Chairwoman Maryanne Petrilla met with thamunty judges Monday afternoon to discuss the
additional cuts and revenue.WB TIMES LEADER

Real estate taxes won't rise in '10

Cumberland County residents won't haveitpdeeper into their wallets fmance a $68.3
million 2010 budget county commissioners unanimoaslgpted MondayThe budget, about $3
million more than current spending, will be supported?ATRIOT

12/14

Judge defends program

COURTHOUSES This week Montgomery County Judg§et even T. OO6Nei |l |l was
commissioners defending the drug court he argues is turning lives around and keeping

nonviolent drug addicts out of an already overcrowded county prison. Times Herald

Officials weigh cuts, waivers

COURTHOUSES Montgomery County governmental departments were asked to cut their
budgets by 5 percent for next year, and while many have lowered their expenses, most are asking
for waivers. Times Herald

12/13
Spend more time on expense cuts
THE LUZERNE County commissioners rolled out a $127.2 million budget for &1 0veek,
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but 1 tds painfully obyvremanng.Thdptaygonlha talde calofors i der
an 18.5 percent increase in real estat®VB TIMES LEADER

Cuts prompt Bedford library to reduce hours
A Bedford County community staple has announced layoffs and a slash in operating hours in
response to state and county cuts. Altoona Mirror

2010 TCDC budget is down

WELLSBORO- At $293,000, the Tioga County Development Corporation's 2010 budget
adopted Friday is down about $64,000 from this year, attributed partly to the davamsco
Sun Gazette

12/12

Clearfield County budget maintains tax rate

Clearfield Progress

The Clearfield County Commissioners voted to approve the preliminary 2010 budget with no tax
increase at a special meeting ...

12/11

Franklin Co. plans property tax increase

The HeraldMail

The Franklin County (Pa.) Commissioners plan to raise property taxes by half a mill in 2010. On
Thursday, the commissionerspapved their preliminary ...

Taxes going up in Lawrence County

Youngstown Vindicator

NEW CASTLE, Pad Lawrence County residents will be asked to pay about 15 percent more in
county property taxes in 2010. County commissioners said that the ...

Libraries to make cuts to balance books

PatriotNews

The $860000 funding loss, set in Pennsylvania's-tielgyed 20090 budgepassed in October,
represents a 33 percent reduction in state funding for ...

Allegheny County budget boosts funds for community college

The Community College of Allegheny Cayrwill receive a $438,000 increase in its operating
funds in the county's 2010 budget, which county Executive Dan Onorato signed Thursday.
Valley News Dispatch

Commissioners split on budget with 18 percent tax increase

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County Commissioner Stephen A. Urban and Commissioner
Chairwoman Maryanne Petrilla voted Thursday to introduce a $127.2 million budget with an
18.5 ercent tax hikeCitizens Voice

Commissioners: No tax increase in 2010
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Budget agreement announced at a workshop meeting

LEWISTOWN - Mifflin County's 2010 budges balanced and there will be no tax increase.
That was the announcement Thursday during a workshop meeting of the Mifflin County
Commissioners on the ongoing budget process that came to an end earlier this week.

No tax hike in county budget

BEAVER 6 The Beaver County Commissioners approved a balanced preliminary 2010 county
budget on Thursday that increases spending by $é&miliom this year, but does not raise
property taxes.

Spending plan passes for now

Urban demands more cuts in final budget

Luzerne County minority ComissionerStephen A. Urbagave the second vote needed to pass

a 2010 proposed budget Thursday, but he made
plan on Dec. 3Without further drastic cuts.

Norco avoids tax hike with more cuts

Northampton County officials wiped out a proposed 2010 real estatectaase Thrsday,

though in the process they cut $1 million from farmlaneservation efforts and improvements
at a county parkCounty Council has debated for weeks how to eliminate a 9.26 percent tax...
MORNING CALL

12/10

Wayne budget calls for small increase

River Reporter

By TOM KANE HONESDALE, PAd Reluctantly, the Wayne County Commissioners
announced that the 2010 budget calls for the elimination of fivifod and three ...

Commissioners get earful on budget cuts

Montgomery County government employees and department heads stfagimeade their
opposition known, both orally and in writing, to proposals that the county commissioners are
considering to close a $58.6 million revenue gap in the county's 2010 spending plan.

York County is poised to run a deficit for the second year in a row.

The deficit is not expected to have an impact on county operations, but a continued pattern of
deficits could affect its credit rating, said Chuck Noll, county adnmatisr/chief clerk. That

could make it more expensive, or difficult, to borrow maney

Tax hike appears imminent for Luzerne County

Standad Speaker Michael P. Buffer

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County officials hope to end a budget impasse today with the
introduction of a 810 spending plan ...

Director sounding alarm on state???s school pensions
By Eleanor Chute, Pittsburgh Pdsazetteleff Clay has been crigsossing the state this year
with a message big problem is looming in the state pension system that is going to
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hit taxpayers hard, and officials can't keep pushing it off, said Mr. €lagutive director of the
Pennsylvania School Employees' Retirement SysterROSTGAZ.
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Commissioners work to reduce $700,000 deficit

State tinding, unconfirmed grant still are question marks for 2010

LEWISBURGA Commissioners in Union County hope to hold the line on taxes, but as
Commissioner John Showers pointed out, this is a unique year in the county.

Tax hike slashed to 1/4mill

21% increase initially proposed

DANVILLE & The Montour County commissioners have pared a proposed 21 percent real
estate tax hike down to a quarter of a mill increase, or 8 perce@0106r

Board continues to trim expenses to balance budget
MIDDLEBURG & The Snyder County commissioners adopted a tentative 2010 budget on
Tuesday, but they still have some trimignto do, they said.

Erie County executive wants jobs restored in 2010 budget

Erie County Executive Mark DiVecchio wants five jobs put back into the cau2®i0 budget
- at a cost of more than $250,00®ecause he said the positions are essential to county
operations.

Judge threatens to take commissioners to court over budget
SUNBURY d Northumberland County President Judge Robert Sacavage said Tuesday he will
take the county commissioners to court if the

Lawrence officials face opposition to cuts

Youngstown Vindicator Mary Grzebieniak

NEW CASTLE,Pa.i Lawrence County commissioners took their meeting to Laurel High
School on Tuesday in an effort to interest students in ...

State Cuts Affect Local Programs, Madates

Gant Daily

On Tuesday Stacy Locastro of Central PA Community Action informed the Clearfield County
Commissioners that their Human Services Development contract has ...

12/8

Farmland preservation funds axed

For the second year in a row, Lancaster County commissioners plan to slash the amount of
money set aside for farmland preservation.

Commissioners chairman Dennis Stuckey said Tuesday that the nearly 50 percent cut i6 a sign o
the troubled economy, not an indication the board doesn't support the program.

State budget cuts light in lLackawanna, but officials worry about next year
Scranton Timegribune- Charles Schillinger
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Despite two months passing since thedeet was approved, the county continues to wait for
final state funding amounts on some programs, said Teresa Osborne ...

Bedford to cut $250,000 from budget

BEDFORD- The Bedford County commissioners, who are trying to avoid a tax increase and
handle a $250,000 deficit, had to make cuts in order to come up with their $14.89 million budget,
Chairman Michael Herline said Monday.

County still uncertain of 2010 spending plan
WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County commissioners are scheduled to meet at 3 p.m. Thursday to
introduce a 2010 budget, but officials are not sure if a speiptimgwill be unveiled.

Skrepenak likely key to budget
Luzerne County Commissioners have until 3 p.m. Thursday to release their proposed 2010
budget, and thehsipe of that plan seems to be hinging on Commissieresy Skrepenak

Layoffs, tax hike in store, officials say

Layoffs, a tax increase and reserve spending are in store for Perry Qodetya preliminary
budget for 2010The $15.3 million budget falls $196,213 short of revenue,
promptingcommissioners to proge laying off four or five employees and increasing...
PATRIOT
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Cuts to youth detention center not unreasonable

The number of juvenile offenders in the detention facility has Hespping for two reasons,
local experts saidBy TOM JOYCEDaily Record/Sunday Newdpdated: 12/06/2009 10:35:21
PM ESTThroughout the process of developing next year's pdmedh budget, county.-.YORK
DAILY

Prison costs up under Cambriads budget for 20
EBENSBURGO Cambria County taxpayers will pay about 60 percent o$#h@&3 million cost

to operate the county prison in 2010, even thouglstiite will be paying to house more state

inmates in the facilityThe prison cost is part of the $53.6 million general fund budget

included..- JOHN. TRIB

Council member looks to drink tax to help with budget

A Pittsburgh City Council plan to tap the Allegheny County drink tax gptiek shut off from
county Exeative Dan Onorato's office Fridaouncil members at a meeting on the 2010
budget argued that the $26xllion the county gets from its 7 percent levy on served alcohol
comes..- POSTGAZ.

Leqislature prodded to pay up on projects

Rendell asks lawmakers to act quickly on money for construbtamday, December 07,
2009By Tom Barnes, Posbazette Harrisburg BureddARRISBURG-- The Rendell
administration says the state could becordeadbeat, unable to make payments of millions of
dollars owed for completed-. POSTGAZ.
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Franklin County's tourism promotions count heavily on Ben Franklin this year
Chambersburg Public Opinion

Pennsylvania legislators were three months late with a gaunt state budget. Franklin County
Commissioners are struggling with shrinking soaroecash and ...

Northampton County Council restores environmental conservation coordinator to budget
EASTON | Three days after vogrio remove funding for the environmental conservation
coordinator position, Northampton County council put the money back.

Nonprofitsfeelrec e s si onds sting

WILKES-BARRET While the state budget impasse dragged on for thieghs, Sara Hansen
found ways to keep the free in the Osterhout Eferary. Hansen, the executive director of the
120-yearold institution, pare@xpenses during the wdor state funds by cutting back services
and..- WB TIMES LEADER

Budget crunch means fewer new books at Erie County's libraries

The Erie County Public Library's 2010 budget is a tale of linmésdurces, with a subplot of
how one tough financial decision can affanbthe. Blasco Library, which had faced the
possibility of reduced hours comdanuary, still will be open on Sundays in 2010ERIE
TIMES

Northampton County Council restores environmental conservation coordinator to budget
EASTON | Three daydtar voting to remove funding for the environmergahservation
coordinator position, Northampton County council put the mdraek.Council voted 72
Thursday to reinstate the funding for job, which is HBld’homas Dittmar:Some of us made a
mistake Now we can all do the right thing," said. EASTON EXPRESS

12/5

Berks County has a lot riding on plan to charge tolls on-BO

Reading Eagle

By Darrin Youker Pennsylvania is again seeking Federal Highway Administration approval to
charge tolls on480, expected to generate an additional $450 ...

Lawrence Co. to ask 2 unions for concessions

Youngstown Vindicator

By Mary Grzebieniak NEW CASTLE, Pa. Lawrence County commissioners will ask the two
unions that represent about half the county's employees to give up the

Petrilla: Balanced budget by next week questionable

Wilkes Barre TmesLeader

A mill is a $1 tax for every $1000 in assessment. At the current rate, county taxes are $680 on a
property worth $150000. Increasing taxes one mill would ...
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Counties fight for more court funding

Daily American Online Somerset,PA,USA

At a hearing before the court Wednesday, Robert L. Knupp, an attorney for thiy Coun
Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania, argued that the court should

12/4

Somerset Co. Propety Taxes Stay Flat For 2010

WJACtv.com

SOMERSET, Pa- Somerset County officials met Wednesday afternoon to unveil the proposed
$36.4 million county budget for 2010. ...

With pension change, Norco tax hike shrinks

County budget gap also diminishes, thanks to alternative calcutaéthrod.Northampton
County's possible 2010 real estate tax increase has shrab&ub2.8 percent because of a
pension change, lwich county lawyers agreed- MORNING CALL

Park system gets reduced funding

Montgomery County will have $345,000 less to spend on its park systerpeaex@ounty chief
finance officer RandbK. Schaible said that the statacing its own budget woes, has advised
county officials that the funds it~ THE INTELLIGENER

Tax Hike averted despite cuts in state aid County teases 2010 budget

Morning Times

Smith assessed the severity of the increase in health insurance costs in Bradford County as
Aabout averaged compared to other counties

County eyeing unpaid days off

All Luzerne County employees will likely have to take 12 days off witlpaytnext year to
balance the 2010 budget, the administration told uleaders and row officers in separate
meetngs ThursdayRow officers were also told that they will have to slash 5 percent more...
WB TIMES LEADER

Property taxes in Berks main topic at lawmaker's town hall

Reading Eagle

She said her company must sell $150000 énafmandise a year just to pay its property tax and
health insurance bills. "We work 60 to 70 hours a week to pay ...

Northampton County Council voices support for Gracedale nursing home

EASTON | Northampton County Council made it clear Thursday that memhetsupport
closing Gracedale nursing hont&ounty officials have discussed the possibility of selling the
countyownednursing home or downsizing the number of beds to make room for human...
EASTON EXPRESSI41277/123353)

12/3
INDIANA COUNTY: Tax increase likely in 2010
Indiana Gazette
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By LAUREN DALEY, ldaley@indianagazette.n€he Indiana County Board of Commissioners
approved a proposed budget Wednesday that calls for a 3.89 mill ...

No tax hike in Somerset County

The TribuneDemocrat

The budget will be on display in the commissioners' offices and more information is available on
the county Web siteyww.co.somerset.pa.us.

Lawrence County property taxes rise

Youngstown Vindicator

Treasurer Richard Rapone reported that $1.2 million is still outstanding in 2009 county property
taxes, and he is pushing late taxpayers to send in the ...

PA budget cuts degrade environmental agencies

River Reporter Narrowsburg,NY,USA

Pennsylvania will receive an unanticipdtiease payment for natural gas extraction. Because
state parks are integral to the economies of the communities in

Revenue shortfall threatens state budget

Pittsburgh PosGazettelt's too early to panic, but a second straight difficult budget year teuld
shaping up for Gov. Ed Rendell and the state Legislafarethe fourth month in a row, the state
Revenue Department said yesterdayPOSTFGAZ.

Erie County hotel tax revenues take a hit

Hotel tax revenues in Erie County have slid 4.7 percent this yeapparent victim of a tight
economy and a cool, wet summdirie County hotels had collected $44.9 million in room

receipts througkthe end of October, down more than $2 million from thé. $4nillion they.. -
ERIE TIMES

12/2

Pa. cuts continue to impact Blair budget

Altoona Mirror

Gority said she was happy to receive the payment that will help the county's budget and it
reflects well on Altoona Regional.

Pay freezeforCounty official s:; Lehman: Bal anced budg
NewsLanc

During a special Tuesday evening meeting to discuss the proposed 2010 County Budget, the
Commissioners voted unanimously to set the salary increase for all ...

Public hearing planned on county taxes

Bucks County taxpayers will get their first and only chance to commethiedoudget in public

at a earing set for 5:30 p.m. Thursday at tdoeirthouse in Doylestown. For the past three years,
no members of thpublic have attended the budget hearingBUCKS COUNTY COURIER
TIMES
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23 percent tax increase in preliminary budget

Leaders say they'll look closer at spending plane Danahy
adanahy@entredaily.conBELLEFONTE® Centre County commissioners voted Zuesday
to approve dentative $80.7 million budget for 2010 that includes anlilbtax...- CENTRE
DAILY

$375 million in Pennsylvania IOUs put public projects in limbo

HARRISBURG-- Pennsylvania can't make $375 milliongayments t@ontractors on some
publicly funded redevelopment projects becausedwlay in approving bonds, a top aide to
Gov. Ed Rendell said Tuesddudget Secretary Mary Soderberg said the state stopped
making...- TRIB

Holding the line | Budget news buoys Cambria taxpayers

What a wonddul difference a year make€ambria County taxpayers last week were given an
early Christmas presenthen the commissioners announced that there apparently would be no
need taraise taxes in the 2010 budgéte can only hope, and urge, that the news bialgg

cheery as local..JOHN. TRIB

County budget has no &x increase

Property reassessment not addressed in spendinggldnesday, December 02, 2(B¥
Karamagi Rujumba, Pittsburgh Pg3azetteBoasting of yet another year with no property tax
increase, Alleghengounty Council yesterday approved a $773.3iomlbudget for 2010..-.
POSTGAZ.

Allegheny County budget 9th in a row without tax increase

Allegheny County Council Tuesday unanimously approved a 2010 budget wiRk no
increaseThe $773.5 million operating budget is the ninth in a row without intarase,
Council PresiderRich Fitzgerald said..-.TRIB

12/1

Pa. cuts continue to impact Blair budget

Altoona Mirror- Kay Stephens

Gority said she was happy to receive the payment that willthelpounty's budget and it
reflects well on Altoona Regional. "That means they're in good ...

Northampton County Council proposes gambling revenue, recalculating pensions to trim
proposed budget increase

Tuesday, December 01, 20B9 EDWARD SIEGERThe ExpresSimesEASTON |
Northampton County Council tried to whittle away at a proposeg&@&nt property tax
increase Mondalpy using projected gaming revenue aadalculating the county's pension
obligation.Council appears poised to dip even further into the county's budget surplus...
EASTON EXPRESS

County stepped up when the state didn't
During this time of Thanksgiving and gratitude, | wantedate@ttheopportunity to thank the
Lehigh County Board of Commissioners administrators. As we are all aware, the state
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budget has been cut. Theunty board and administrators, in their wisdom, chose to utilize
the...- MORNING CALL

State budget cuts hitting development commissinp

By KATHY MELLOTT The TribuneDemocratALTOONA & The three dozen employees at
the Southern Allegheniddanning and Development Commission are finding themselves
handling mordasks than in the past while traveling less and working with only
essentiabuwpplies....- JOHN. TRIB

Council trims part of tax increase for Northampton

Northampton County Council agreed Monday on budget changes that wophttcot a

proposed 9.26 percent real estate tax hike, but council meothédn't agree on additional cuts
to eliminate the tax increade. a rougly threehour meeting, council approved amendments that
freed up..- MORNING CALL

11/30

Table games not done deal

The final piece to the tardy budget leaves a $200 million Baeen weeks after agreeimga
spending plan that was 101 days late, dtatenakers finished their turkey before the last $200
million portion oftheir $27.8 billion budget was compleféhat money is expected to come from
the legalization of casino table games,BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

Hard days ahead

Scranton Timegribune

This year has also been especially fraught because of the Pennsylvania budget crisis, which
paralyzed civic and social organizations across the commonwealth ...

Kids in poverty: Numbers higher in Monroe than any other county in Pa.

The faltering economy has swollen the ranks of needy children in MQuwoety faster than in

any other county in Pennsylvaniaince 2001, the percentage of local students who are at or near
povertysoared 76 percedt more than five times the rate in the state overalROCONO

RECORD

A look at York County projects paid for with federal stimulus money

Millions in stimulus money is coming into York @oty. Here are a feywrojects that are going
on: A dozen police departments in York County will share a $579,552 Jéstiistance Grant
to help pay for equipment and personal protective dieans the departments plan to put the
money toward include coputers,..- YORK DAILY

Budget shortfall may put hold on road projects

The next four years are not going to be good ones for transportatitraasitl construction
projects in Souteast Pennsylvanidhe five-county region will receive about $380 million less
thananticipated from the state for road, highway and transit projects plannBdE.
INTELLIGENCER
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Budget shortfall may put barricades on projects

Pennsylvania is providing less money to counties for transportatiotmaansit effortsThe next
four years are not going to be good ones for transportatiotrargit construction projects in
Southeast Pennsylvanibhe five-county region will receive about $380 million less than...
BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES
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Local governments' needs ignored

HARRISBURG- State government's fiscal problems have been so serioygd#nithat not

much was done to help local governments struggling to reiméie black An early proposal

by Gov. Ed Rendell to give counties an option to legglas tax went by the wayside as the state
revenue deficit for fiscal..WB CIT. VOICE

Sandi Vito gives reasons for veterans' program cuts

| understand the anger f rtecansOudreaphpiodrAssistanse of t he
Centers about <cutsl t o0t KManyworpppogrdams wefefcdtm | See
this budget, including more than $&illion in work force development funding.-.PATRIOT

11/28

Volunteers fill gaps at parks hit fyidget cuts

Philadelphia Inquirer

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, which oversees the parks, lost a third of
its staff in the latest round of stalbudget cuts. ...

11/27

Squeezed libraries weigh program cuts

Geneva Newell, a Hampden Elementary School ipredler, is a big fanfahe Cumberland
County Library Systeml'he 8yearold is a voracious readeegetting books for free from the
Fredricksen and Simpson libraries in Canifd and Mechanicsburg saves her military family a
lot of money, she said.-.PATRIOT

Farmers' pleas go unheedd

Despite pleas from farmers, the Lebanon County Commissioners helM/&dnesday on their
denial of $175,000 that the Lebanon County Conservatisinict requested for 2010 for its
general operation®idam Hain, a North Lebanon Twp. farmer who was oihabout 25 farmers
at...- PATRIOT

With budgets looming, counties seek to close gaps

Across the Pennsylvania suburbs, counties are finding that thedtarstimy has translated into
shortages of cash when it comes to forging 2ddpetsAfter encaintering stagnant property
tax revenue and leaping costs forINQUIRER

The county budget groupies think that you are stupid
Editor: Knock, knock. Who's there? The Luzerne County 2dget | have a heftyill for
you that | want you to payAnd, how much is this bill pray tell? It's about $312,000; a bill
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thatunbeknownst to you doesn't qualify as an essential expense. But, hey, s\IW&eCIT.
VOICE

Pike Library to stay open without 1-mill tax increase

MILFORD - With the November election defeat of a prepd tmill tax to support it, the Pike
County Public Library is facing an uncertain futufée tax, which would have generated about
$900,000 annually, was voted dowrRSCRANTON TIMES

Squeezed libraries weigh program cuts

Geneva Newell, a Hampden Elementary Schootitieder, is a big fan adhe Cumberland
County Library Systeml'he 8yearold is a voracious readéegetting books for free from the
Fredricksen and Simpson libraries in CaHilp and Mechanicsburg saves her military family a
lot of money, she said.-. PATRIOT

11/26

Overview Of City, County Budget Proposals

WGAL

In Dauphin County, there will be no property tax hike. But there will be a 4 percent increase in
spending over last year. Harrisburg City unveiled a budget ...

Dauphin County Frets over Harrisburg Budget

WHTM-TV

Harrisburg, Pa= Dauphin County's propose®20 budget was made public Wednesday.
Commissioners were pleased that there was no increase in taxes. ...

No Tax Hike in Cumberland County Budget Plan

WHTM-TV

Carlisle, Pa- The Cumberland County Board of Commissioners says it is proposing a 2010
budget that contains no tax increase despite a drop in revenues as ...

Commissioners hope to approve preliminary budget Dec. 8

Clearfield Progress

The county last increased taxes in 2006, Moken said. The commissioners are hoping to
approve the preliminary budget at their Dec. ...

11/25

Cambria taxes will not increase

The TribuneDemocrat

Cambria’s total property tax millage will remain unchanged at 26.9 mills, with each mill
producing about $1.1 million in revenue. Most of the millag®.6 ...

Montour County real estate taxes to rise 21%

DANVILLE & Residents peppered the Montour County Commissionersquéstions about
ways to reduce a 24 percent real estate tax increasedtOdudgetAs of Tuesday
meeting, the commissioners have been able-tDAILY ITEM
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Bucks County to unveil budget today

Taxpayers will get first look at Bucks' 2010 spending pBarcks County tagayers will learn

this afternoon whether a budget shortéaluld force commissioners to raise taxes, tap the rainy
day fund, reducservices or enact some combination of all threeBUCKS COUNTY

COURIER TIMES

York County stares down 2010 without tax hike

York County taxpayers should prepdor some welcome news when the coyrdgses its

budget in DecembekFor the first time in five years, the county commissioners are not
planningto raise property taxe8We knew in this economy there was no way we wanted to raise
taxes on our.~ YORK DISPATCH

County commissioners expect to unveil budget today

Couwnty commissioners expect to unveil next year's preliminary county batitfés morning's
meeting. At 10 a.m., county administrator Chuck No#iaeeduled to make a presentation at the
start of the commissioner's regularY.ORK DAILY

Proposed budget unveiled

The Montgonery County Commissioners will unveil a preliminary budget for 2010 Wednesday
that proposes a five percent cut in all county departments. But even with the recommended
reductions, the county still faces an $11 million shortfall, according to Commissidmersn@n
James R. Matthew3he Times Herald

Montco budget plan won't 'satisfy everybody'

NORRISTOWNGS The Montgomery County Commissioners will unvepraliminary budget
for 2010 today that proposes a 5 percent cut iocalhty departments. But even with the
recommended reductions, the cousiiiif faces an $11 million shortfall, according to
commissioners' Chairman-.POTTS. MERCURY

County doesn't owe $30 milibn ... it owes $460 million

Editor: Instead of trying to reduce the 20h0dget by $30 million for this yeanvhy doesn't
Luzerne County try to reduce their $460 million def{oibligation) that they have accumulated
over the multitude of years they.WB CIT. VOICH 138281/120702 )

County workers could seek second jobs

NORRISTOWNOG Montgomery County's proposed budget for next yeaalitng for county
workers to pay a portion of their healthre benefitsand if approved could force employees in
low-wage positions to seek sewl jobs to help pay their bills, according to Sheriff John P.
Durante...- LANS. REPORTER

Closing outreach centers shows little respect for Pennsylvania veterans

By PatriotNews Oped i What di d you do in the war Daddy?
thepopulation, | managed &tay out of it. But | did support the troops. \Aledid in those days.

Bumper stickers, rallies, cookies, you name it.4t...
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Three Butler County deputies spared from January &yoff

Three Butler County sheriff's deputies who were scheduled for permapefitat the end of the
year will not lose their jobshe jobs are being spared because it makes economic sense, said
DalePinkerton, chairman of the Butler County commissisrnEhe county would have been
forced to spend about $1,400 weekly onROSTGAZ.

State Courts at the Tipping Point

State courts are not just another government agency. They are atth@denter he nati onods
system and enforcement of the rule of l&andling more than 95 percentadf civil and

criminal litigation. Thisvital institutiond constitutionally, an independent,-equal branch. -

NY TIMES

Pocono libraries face cuts in staff, service, materials

Monroe County's public libraries could see fewer programs and seafieesin acrosthe-

board cut in state funding next ye@he state reduced funding to libraries by 20 percent in 2010,
but the localmpact variesRelated Stories Fair to support Pocono Mountain Community
Library this weekend.-. POCONO RECORD

Clearfield Co. budget work cortinues

The Clearfield County Commissioners continue to chisel away at the

budgetdeficit. Commissioner Joan RobinsdicMillen said Tuesday the county is
"diligently working" on the budget. She said after meeting with department heads &xB.
COURIEREXPRESS

State budgets lean on property sales, leases

Some states, struggling to balance their budgets, are selling or lpabifgproperty, including
state office buildings, prisons and major tedlys. While a quick way to raise revenue, this
strategy is attacked by some . STATELINE.ORG

Montco budget: 'Stay tuned'

Commissioners have a huge spending gap to fill with the budget duatmdenced
today.Montgomery County commissioners on Wednesday still had a spendingfgbyith
less than 24 hoursmaining before they unveil the county's THE INTELLIGENCER

Three Butler County deputies spared from January layoff

Three Butler County sheriff's deputies who were scheduled for permapefitat the end of the
year will not lose their jobsS'he jobs are being spared because it makes economic sa&idse,
DalePinkerton, chairman of the Butler County commissionEng. county would have been
forced to spend about $1,400 weekly onROSTGAZ.

11/24

Lawrence County Government Shuts Down

KDKA

A lot of local and county governments have been hard hit by this economic recession and by
budget cuts from Harrisburg, but only one county in Pennsylvania
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Tax-exempt fees proposed for Pa.

Brookline's Fontana says large nonprofits should pay for services

Large taxexempt landowners would have to pay their host cities fees based on the size of their
buildings, under legislation that state Sen. Wayne Fontana plans to introduce next week.
Pittsburgh PosGazette

Human service budgets cut

Like many people living through these tough economic times, Fayetiety's human seice
providers are learning how to make due with |&® county is receiving $138,699 less than last
year from the state for twaeparate human service allocatiofise reduced funds are for the
Human Service Development Fund (HSDF) and th&lNION. HERALD

Erie County government getting state payments; no longer needs bank loan

State money flowing aftdrudgetdealBy KEVIN

FLOWERSKkevin.flowers@timesnews.co&rie County government no longer plans to borrow
up to $50 million teensure cash flow and pay opengtiexpenses because of the recent state...
ERIE TIMES

11/23

Food warelpuse's state funding reduced

Sharon Herald

... Mercer County will be getting $188000 from Pennsylvania this week, nearly three months
later than it usually gets its allocation from the state budget. ...

11/22

Lebanon County says no funding for Conservation District

The Lebanon County commissioners have decided not to fund the county Conservation District
as they continue to fine tune the 2010 budget.

When budget hearings ended in October, the countyerglefund budget stood at about $37
million and included $1.4 million in reserve. At that time, the commissioners stated there was a
wish list of funding requests from county agencies that it would review before introducing the
budget on Dec. 3.

11/20

Guards will fight salary freeze

The union representing corrections officers at Lancaster County Prisorhsagdiay it is
"prepared to fight back” against the county commissioderssion to reject-percent raises
awarded to the officers by ambitration panel..~ INTELLIGENCER JOURNAL

Don't sell Gracedale to private provider

Friday, November 20, 200%incerely hope and pray Northampton County never sells
Gracedale Nursinglome. If | was a millionaired provide the dollars to cover askortfall. My
mother spent two years there with the best care anyone could receiveEASTON EXPRESS

Last notices to state workers losing jobs expected to go out today
Heather Logan was out sick with the flu when the call came Wedndsaas from Jack
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Leighow, the man who hired her for a state job seven yegmrstelling her that she was being
laid off effective MondayLogan is a visitor services manager with The State Museum of
Pennsylvania..~. PATRIOT

County budget $21 million in red

A preliminary bulget approved Thursday by Westmoreland County commissimduiges no
tax increases but lists a deficit of more than $21 millior26#0.Although the spending plan is
expected to be pared down during the next.RIB

2010 budget proposal holds line on taxes

The eonomy and the price of gas might not be stable, but CumbeCiaunaty's tax rate will be
for 2010.County commissioners have all but assured that by unveiling a $68.3 miitipased
budget for next year that won't require a tax increas@ATRIOT

11/19

Monroe County borrows $6.5M for pension, projects

STROUDSBURGS The Monroe County commissioners borrowed $6.475 million Wednesday
to shore up the employee pension fund and upgrade county facilititsmore than $5 million

in bond spending tax-free at 4 percent interest@vl5 year® will be used during the next
three years for capital projects..

Our view: Program cuts make it harder for smokers to quit
1, Pennsylvania's cigarette tax increased by 25 cents, to $1.60, to help balance the state budget.
"Little cigars" will also be taxed starting Jan. 4. ... GoErie.com

No tax increase in Berks County budget

Pottstown Mercury

Scott, calling theoroposed budget "nearly breaken," applauded the efforts of the budget
department and noted that many Pennsylvania counties were in far ...

One-year Sunnyview contract ratified in Butler County

As the ink dries on a new labor agreement between Butler County awulsisg home labor
force, attention is turning to hammering out a consewsthisthe largest group of unionized
workers in the county courthouse andPOSTFGAZ.

11/18

Lackawanna County eliminates 27 positions to save $1.25m

Lackawanna County has eliminated 27 positiob4 through immediatkayoffs - to save $1.25
million next year and stave off a tax increasanmissioners said Tuesddhe 27 layoffs were
made Friday. An atitional two employees laid off ithe county controller's office were
reinstated by commissioners MondaySCRANTON TIMES

Erie County Council passes 2010 county budget
Erie County Council met its goal and reduced the property tax inqregsesed by County
Executive Mark DiVecchian the county's 2010 Genetralind budget.But council had to
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eliminate 20 county jobs to do €ounty Council on Tuesday night approved an $89.5 million
General Fund.- ERIE TIMES

County eliminates 10 positions with more cuts possible

SUNBURY d Citing a need teut the cost of county government dradance the 2010 budget,
the Northumberland County commissioners voted oesday to eliminate 10 positions during a
tense salary board meetirighe county positions eliminated, effective Dec. 31, include: field
audior...- MILTON STANDARD

Northampton County Council considers selling Gracedale, parkland

EASTON | The deadline to pass a Northampton County 2010 budggirnsaching, and council
members are considering several ideas to avoidrtiised 9.3 percent preny tax
increaseSome ideas include selling the Gracedale nursing home and auctioningedfSTON
EXPRESS

Sheriff blasts moves to cut Montco benefits

Requiring Montgomery County government employagick up part of the tator their health
care benefits, freezing their salaries and institypagess holidays could jeopardize public
safety, according to coungheriff John P. Durantél will say for the record that these proposed
changes in nextear's..- THE INTELLIGENCER

Budget cuts could close fendtsville branch of Adams County library

The Arendtsville branch of the Adams County Library System might cloieebgnd of the year
because of Budget shortfall of roughly $243,0008dams County Library System director Rob
Lescher said the state duhdingto the library system by 20 percent, leading the system's
overall revenue.-. YORK DAILY(135173/117847 )

Berks County proposes no tax increase in $446.3 million budget

The Berks County commissioners Tuesday introduced a proposed $446.3 Ionitlgpet for
2010 that holds the property taxtgat 6.935 mills and reducessts by 5.4 percent over the
current yearThe spending plan includes a shortfall of $750,000 to be covered by reserve...
READING EAGLE

County sale of Oakland site back on

Hotel to replace Health Department office building, prop@/gdnesday, November 18,
2009By Karamagi Rujumba, Pittsburgh P@3azetteAllegheny County Council yesterday
approved the muetlebated sale of thmunty Health Department building in Oakland and did
not contest County..POSTFGAZ.( 135011/117687 )

County leaders plan to trim tax increase
BELLEFONTEO Property owners will see thespunty real estate taxegrease by 2 mill§
30 percend if county commissioners dorihd places to cut from next year's

budgetCommi ssi oners havendét reached aCENORESensus

DAILY
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County cuts 10 positions to save estimated $380K in 2010

SUNBURY - On a split vote Tuesday afteron, members of the Northumberla@dunty Salary
Board eliminated 10 positions that will save the coamyroximately $380,000 in
2010.Although the positions, four of which are in row offices, willdeninated, some of the
individuals currently in thasposts may be moved- NEWS ITEM

Armstrong County spending plan calls for no increase in taxes

There will be no increase in spending or in taxes and no loss of sdoricesidents in a
proposed 2010 Armstrong Courtiydget of $17.9 millionpresented to the public by the county
commesioners yesterdain projecting a general fursudgetthat is about $4,600 less than
last...- KITT. LEADER( 135517/118165 )

State of misery: Jobs, oversight and heritage become budget victims

The passage of the state budget, which involved hard choices forcedyeconomy, has
come home with a vengeandt took an unconscionaltiene to approve, and it seems all that
political anguish bought was paamd disappointment.-. POSTGAZ.

No tax increase, but budget deficit looms

MIFFLINTOWN - Juniata County Commissioners approved a tentative 2010 bwidlyeto tax
increases durintheir weekly public meeting TuesdayMifflintown. However, the way current
numbers look, the county could face a defici$689,173.74. Expenditures are projected at
$7,925,184.74, while revenues.LEWIS. SENTINEL

Blair Introduces $67.1-Million Spending Plan

Commi ssioner Terry Tomassetti says the budget
pension fund and covers an expecteg8fent increase in healthcare costs. Tomassetti says the
budget will barely allow the county to get by nggar.

No tax hikes in Blairodos 2010 budget
HOLLIDAYSBURG - Blair County 2010 property tax bills will remain at curréauels,
commissioners said Tuesday whetroducing a $67.09 milliospending plan for next yedit's
a difficult budget but one which evidences our continuing effort t)ALTOONA MIRROR

Budget crisis closing historical sites

On Monday, state officials released a list of 11 sites owned and opleyatse nnsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission that may closewliger, including several in the
areaKirk Wilson, a spokesman for the PHMC, said his agermydgetwas cut by..- LANS.
REPORTER

County earns top marks from bondrating agencies

WEST CHESTERS Basketball junkies are known to epressed with alayer that records a
"triple double"d double figures in pointsebounds and assistSovernment observers might
then be said to regard Chester County with spevefound respect after it announced a rare
“triple-triple" & ratings of..- WC DAILY(135364/118018 )
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State budget ax falls on Daniel Boone Homestead

EXETERO The state budget crisis has come home. To put a finer poiftibinas come to one
of the area's premier historic hontesDanielBoone Homestead®®n Monday, state officials
released a list of 11teis owned and operated.POTTS. MERCURY

DEP sees significant cuts from budget

Furloughs in the state Deparimeactot hEndiepanin

ability to enforce actions against polluteFfie Rendell administration announced on Monday
that an additioal 319 statevorkers will be furloughed. Most of the new furloughs are in the
department.- SOMERSET DAILY

11/17

Montour County budget shortfall equals 24% tax hike

DANVILLE & The Montour County commissioners are urging the public to attend their Nov.
24 meeting as they debate measures to cut a projet@édl®0 budget shortfall in an attempt to
avoid what could be a 24 percent real estate tax increase in 2010.

County eyes jail alternative

Reporting cerdr would offer testing and training for lesser crimiofiénders By Jennifer
LearnAndes jandes@timesleader.caozerne County Reportéiow-level offenders may soon
report to a center every day insteaditting in a prison celRead more Luzerne Coynt
Government articles.-.WB TIMES LEADER

Lower state subsidies force cuts at Richland Twp. library
JOHNSTOWNS Highland Community Library in Richland Township is cuttit® hours from

its schedul e and wi | | praglam lbecansa of euts & itscstate sudsidg n 6 s
the libray director saidlMonday.i Sever e measures must be i mpl eme

our state..- JOHN. TRIB

Latest round of state layoffs cause for concern among workers, area businesses

Joseph Fields has two kids in college. Anna Bixler has bills to payE&adBrashears needsr
chemotherapy visits to be covered by imsuranceEach state worker has his own reason to
worry about losing his job, buost share the worry that their position might be the next one to
be...- PATRIOT

Pennsylvania to lay off 319 workers

By Tracie Mauriello and Don Hopey, Pittsburgh PGsizetteHARRISBURG-- Historical sites
will be shuttered, the wait for governmesatrvices will be longer, swimming and camping
seasons at state parks vio# shorter, and hundreds of state employees will be looking for new
jobs....- POSTGAZ.

Latest state worker layoffs tobe concentrated in 10 state agencies

The Rendel | admi ni strat i on equivalehtof amitlsizé¢ he st at e

factory.The state will lay off 319 workers from 10 agencies effective Frifagretary of
Administration Naomi Wyattsaidlt 6 s t he | ast thing anybody
this time...- PATRIOT( 134648/117399 )
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Plan to increase Cumberland County's hotel tax rate progresses

A proposal to increase Cumberland County's hotel tax to 3 percent stadesnguary took a step
forward this afternoon when county commissioraatgertised the plan for public
considerationThey could vote on it this montfihe tax, levied on each hotel, motel and bed and
breakfast room rental,~ PATRIOT( 134643/117394 )

11/16

Pa. government workers' union lvaces for layoffs

The head of Pennsylvania's largest state employees' union saicitasisg for layoffs in
advance of a Monday announcement by the Readaiinistration..- AP

Where's the money? Local governments strained bynderfunding for state-mandated
programs

Schuylkill County's 2010 budget faces a $3.5 million defitihe county didn't have to kick in
taxpayer money for stat@andatechuman services programs, it would almost have a
surplus."These programs dontidch every household, but taxes touch everybodyPQTTS.
REP.

No tax increase in budget for Lycoming County residents

By DAVID THOMPSONdthompson@sungazette.cdmspite of declining revenue, Lycoming
County residents will see niocrease in their 2010 county real estate taxes, according to a
preliminarycounty budget set to go on display Monday WILLIAM. SUN

11/15

Budget cuts force literacy program to search for new learning sites

Reduced hours for some BudRsunty libraries start next week, a cutb#ct will hit especially
hard for a group of adults learning to relidvasn't easy for the 3@earold mother to ask for
help. She struggledith writing and spelling her whole life and, after achieving saprie-
BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

County wants to holdoff on filling judicial opening

President Judge Renn said court budget cannot handle filling a \mecantcy that will be
created by Judge Brillhart's retiremeMork County President Judge Richard K. Renn said
budgetary constraints:.YORK DAILY

County trims open space funding

By KEITH PHUCASTiImes Herald StafCOURTHOUSES Compelled by the ailing economy

to scale back spending tand purchases, the county will reduce what it borrows in 2010 to pay
for open spaceOn Thursday the Montgomery County Commissisrapproved a resolutions..
NORRIS. HERALD

Erie County Council trims $900,000

Erie County Council's goal Saturday was to trim at least$1 million frorocthiety's preliminary
2010 General Fund budgethey came close, said County Council Chairman Ronald "Whitey"
Cleaver."We're & about $900,000 worth of cuts,” Cleaver said. "That includeSRIE TIMES
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No tax increase in budget for Lycoming County residents

By DAVID THOMPSONdthompson@sungazette.comspite of declining revenue, Lycoming
County residents will see nocrease in their 2010 countyateestate taxes, according to a
preliminarycounty budget set to go on display Mondagal estate taxes will remain at 4.75
mills. One mill equals $1 in real-. WILLIAM. SUN

Long-term investments going into general fund

Sharon Herald

For another look at the county's budget breakdown, go to www.mcc.co.mercer.pa.us and click on
A201Proposed Beuhdndlkat. 0. at the | eft
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Pa. veterans help centers closing Jan. 1

Philadelphia Inquirer

The federally funded program haffices in Boyertown, Erie, Greensburg, Harrisburg and West
Pittston and a $900000 annual budget. Thompson said Thursday it ...

Luzerne aiming to solve $30Mbudget gap

Luzerne County faces $30M geylLKES-BARRE - With two weeks to go before they must
present an officia2010 budget, the Luzerne County commissioners are still looking for ways
to close a $30 million budget hole-. SCRANTON TIMES

11/13

Budget cuts are unconscionale

A few weeks ago, The Morning Call printed an article indicating that Leb@inty was cutting
its funding to the national Alliance on Mental llinggghigh Valley chapter) by 75 percent for
2010. NAMI is a nationagrassroots organization with statand local chapters. The
organization..- MORNING CALL

Cumberland County to use reserves to avoid tax hike

Cumberland County property owners won't have to pay higher taxesdouthty next
year.Despite the recession and the financial turmoil causedebgtate'budget battle, county
commissioners Thursday unveiled a proposed $68BATRIOT

Montco to borrow less for buying open space

As part of a budget slowdown, Montgomery County commissioners yesigpgeyed a
decreased rate of rowing for a voterapproved opesspacepreservation progranv.oters
authorized the county in 2003 to borrow $150 million through bordslQUIRER

Proposed county budget has no tax hike for 2010

Cumberland County property owners won't have to pay higixestto theounty next
year.Despite the recession and the financial turmoil caused by the btadgst battle, county
commissioners Thursday unveiled a proposed $68BATRIOT
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Officials demand libraries open up the books

Carnegie system says it's complyfgday, November 13, 20y Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post
GazetteElected officials yesterday called on the Carnegie Library of Pittsburghtsl to open
its doors and its books. Library officials said they haveady done so, and are mulling the
unusual step of inviting the public to. POSTGAZ.

State officials join campaim to save Carneqie Library branches

State and local officials called on the Carnegie Library of Pittsblinginsday to keep all of its
branches opem.he officials also want the library to provide them with more compiledacial
information, host a fonm for elected officials and the pubbnd commit to holding its Dec. 14
board meeting in public.-..TRIB

11/12

Centre commissioners hope to minimize tax increase for 2010

BELLEFONTE- With a tentative budget due in about a month, Centre Caantynissioners

say taxpayers will likely see thidirst property levyincrease in nearly a decade, but they remain
vigilant in trying to keep thempact as small as possible:. LOCK HAVEN EXPRESS

Veterans Affairs offices increase workload

LEWISBURGA Veterans have given and sacrificed more than most willlever. As a small

token of gratitude, their pains can be compensated for, asdesmshe degree. One such support

service, though, will be shuttering dsors at the end oftheyedrh e Gover nor 6s Vet e
Outreach and Assistance Center, which firsMILTON STANDARD

County budget tight

NEW CASTLE- Last year, Lawrence County finished the year with a #fillfon surplus.That
won't be the case in 2009, county Commissioner Dan Vogler'ydell break even at the end
of this year," he saidBreak even," however, meatige county will likely deplete the surplus
it... - EC LEDGER

State budget cuts threaten to isolate library collections

Tribune Review

By Jeremy Boren Libraries in Pennsylvania could suddenly sdletrsmaller if people can no
longer order hardo-find books or popular movies and music ...

State funding leaves veterans in cold

The Daily Collegian Online

The main branch in Harrisburg aided 3048 veterans during the programr@@i@gear in 23
counties in central Pennsylvania, including Centre County. ...

County faces tight budget

CLEARFIELD - Clearfield County is continuing to crunch numbers for the 2iidyjet At
Tuesday's meetingfie Clearfield County Commissioners said they fi@idhed with the budget
hearings for all the county department hedd& do not want to have to raise taxes and
everyone is working as hard as.DUB. COURIEREXPRESS
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Erie veterans outreach office closes

State budget cuts have shuttered aislaurgfunded program that hasgrved military veterans
in Erie and the surrounding area for nearly tlteeades.The Governor's Veterans Outreach
and Assistance Center office, at 1Z2nch St., closed permanently Oct. 30, Director Brian
Morris said.The...- ERIE TIMES

State closing fiveveterans centers

By Timothy McNulty and Tom Barnes, Pittsburgh PGstzetteThe state is quietly shutting
down a program, nearly 3 decades old, &#ds$ veterans statewide, mostly in rural aréas.
Rendell administration is closing the state's five &awr's Veteran®utreach and Assistance
Centers, which were started by Gov. Dick ThornburglieOSTGAZ.
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State budget cuts hit county programs

Leader Vindicator

The rate for the poll workers is set by the Pennsylvania code. There is a minimum and a
maximum amount. The minimum is $75 a day. Elk County pays $85 a day,

Allegheny County's budget advances

An Allegheny County Council committee gave pretiary approval Tuesday #budget
without a tax increase, finishing budget talks about two wabkkad of schedul€ouncil's
Budget and Finance Committee approved a $773.5 million operatim& B

County's bond offering brings in $18.3M

By obtaining almost $18.3 million from a bondusson Tuesday, Luzerr@ounty won't run into
cashflow problems this year, Chief of Budget aRitiance Tom Pribula sai@he county wanted
the money in September but ran into problems after NewB CIT. VOICE

Petrilla: No mass layoffs planned

But few details have emerged oovihncounty commissioners plan to close $2ilion spending

gap.By Jennifer LearrAndes jandes@timesleader.canezerne County Reportéuzerne

Countybds proposed 2010 budget is two weeks aw

Lawrence County dips into surplus to make payroll

NEW CASTLEO Last year, Lawrence County finished the year with a $filllon

surplusThat wondét be the case Iin 2009 Wedluintlyr €aknn
even at the endiB8fetkisvgeaad, boweveajdmeans t
deplete the.~- BC TIMES

11/10

County has no plans for tax hike

Carlisle Sentinel

Commissioners Barb Cross and Gary Eichelberger were each optimistic Monday night at a
special commissioners' meeting that a zero property tax increase would ...
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Allegheny County considers no jump in taxes

Allegheny County leaders are pushing for a 2010 budget with rindeease, but they're doing
S0 as the county enters into what couldusbulent financial timesCounty budget officials
project next year's tax revenue will drop from theLRIB

11/9

Non-competitive bond sales help keep Beaver County in debt

When the recession devastated Beaver County earlier thixQaraile Meinert & Associates
Inc. were pressed not to raisécps on &10,000a- month contract for security guards at the
county's nursing homé&he county's elected officials, attempting to hold the line on the
budget,..- TRIB

Wayne County to return to normal government operation hours

HONESDALE- The Wayne County Courthouaed other county buildings areturning to

normal operating hours in about two weaksth some state funding finally flowing again,
Wayne County commissioness Tuesday agreed that county buildings on Nov. 16 will start to
open at 8:... SCRANTON TIMES

If libraries mu st cut staff and hours, state government should do the same

Monday, November 09, 200&'e need to do more with lessound familiar? Managers and
workers in the private sector hear tbégchphrase regularly, especially since the economy has
yet to rally.Those in the public sector are urged to follow this path as well. In maBASTON
EXPRESS

Library aid is necessary for region's wellbeing

The failure of the state to adequately fund public libraries has comethaost, as it did a
year agoPottstown Public Library officials are malkj the rounds of locahunicipalities to
again ask for some help in covering the state shortfladl.alternative would be cuts in hours or
services at a time when the.POTTS. MERCURY

Bucks library cuts hours

By Bob KeelerDon't plan on going to the Samuel Pierce brasfdBucks County Frekibrary
any time on a Thursday or Friday or after 7 p.m. Mondays thrééegnesdaysBeginning Nov.
16, three Bucks County Free Library branches, includingtbece in Perkasie, won't be open
anymore at those times- LANS. REPORTER

PSU's status with state trobling

During election season, politicians from Pennsylvania make it a pdigit students that
education is a top priorityAnd maybe that's true for some of them, but judging by how
statelegislators are handling appropriations for stalated univesities--...- COLLEGIAN

2 more libraries cut back on operating hours to offset budget shortfalls

At least two more libraries in the county have changed their howsesétion as a result of
reduced fundinglin Tredyffrin, libraries will change hours of operation for Paoli Libranyg
Tredyffrin Public Library, effective Dec. 1, to meet the budgetvC DAILY
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Monroe County: No tax hike expected next year

A county tax hike next year appears unlikely, the Monroe County commissioners said last week.
"We're still crunching numbers to see what the bottom &rmut right now we're looking like

we're on the right track,"” said Commissioner Donna Asure.

11/8

Environmental programs slashed in new PA budget

The Chesapeake Bay Journal

By Karl Blankenship Environmental pragns, including those that benefit the Bay, suffered
sharp cuts when Pennsylvania lawmakers finally approved a budget, ...

11/6

(Delaware) County considering 8 percent tax bump

County property taxes could go up by 8.9 percent in 2010, according to a preliminary budget
released Thursday. The proposed increase of 0.359 mills would bring the total millage rate to
4.393 (about 44 cents for every $100 of assegsguerty value) and increase taxes $48 to about
$680 for the average homeowner. DELCMES

Lawrence Co. scrambles to meet-eek payroll
NEW CASTLE, Pad Lawrence County had to dip into reserve funds to make the payroll
Thursday, Dave Prestopine of the county controller's ... Youngstown Vindicator

County bill seeks to collect fees from nonprofits

After years of talking about it, Allegheny County Council this wapgroved a plan to collect
fees from taxexempt entities suclsdaheUniversity of Pittsburgh Medical Center and Highmark,
a move expected taise as much as $13 million annuallfre bill, which is yet to be signed by
County Executive Dan Onorato, wasPOSTGAZ.

Budget process must be changed

Although the state budgeti®w complete, | have serious concerns alloeiimpact the $27.8
billion spending plan will have on next year's bud@éis budget fails to prepare the state for
future economic stability by.-.PATRIOT

Depletion of reserves in 1 vear will aid deficit, htt taxpayers

Several concerns have been raised by the excessive useoiriimonwealth's reserve accounts
in the 200910 state budget that was signetb law in early October. Due to lack of appropriate
planning for nexiear, Pennsylvania most likelyilnface a massive deficit and substantial...
PATRIOT

First teachers, now libraries. Where will budget ax fall next?

It was once said by the late American scholar Archibald MacLeish, "Winatresimportant in a
library than anything else than everything else is the fact that it existsPublic libraries have
always been a treasure to many people, providingyeof reading and research for all
communities and for all who have a. MORNING CALL
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Transportation planners need billions to rehabilitate local roadways, bridges
Transportation planners laid out a wish list for state lawmakers Thusstiagg it would take
billions of dollars to get all of SouthweBennsylvania's roads and bridges back in good
shapelocal and regional planners met with legislators and advisemidwn to..- TRIB
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County Council to continue budget talks

Members of Erie County Council will meet today with the heads of caaffites to once more
discuss the numbers in the 2010 buddetvon't be fun. The budget, when it comes, could
include layoffs, council.~ ERIE TIMES

Budget crisis closeseterans center

A statefunded veterans assistance office in West Pittston that sexterans in 12 Northeastern
Pennsylvania counties has fallen victinPtennsylvania's budget shortfalhe Governor's
Veterans Outreach and Assistance Center in WRigstonwill cease operations Dec. 31 after 29
years of helping veterans obtain.WB CIT. VOICE

Pike library board talks service cuts after tax hike rejected

The Pike County Public Library conducted business as usual Wednesdhg éibcary board
will, in the wake of Tiesday's bond referendum defemty try to figure out what services and
programs to cut to make ends mee2010.The final vote was 7,437,714 against the tax,
which would have cost an:.POCONO RECORD
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Pennsylvania is $160 million behind budget forecasts, Deparent of Revenue says

Red continues to be the pr edrevenuepataréSo fardor o r
the year, the state has collected $8.8 billion to suppd@2its3 billion general fund budget,
according to figures released today byRATRIOT

Proposed taxhike a budget hurdle for Erie County Council

Council sees little wiggle room in budget

Erie County Council has yet to make any changes to the county's pr&&@séadnillion budget
for 2010...- ERIE TIMES

11/2

County job cuts coming

Government has $1.2 million shortfall in the 2010 budfleé specter of layoffs is hanging over
Lancaster County governmeitepartment heads were told during their monthly leadership
meeting lastveek to advise their staffs about possible personnel cuts before the end of...
INTELLIGENCER JOURNAL

Drug, alcohol treatment services may be cut
Despite a gowing demand for drug and alcohol treatment services, brought on mainly by the

economic downturn, state budget cuts may force local agencies to turn some people away this

fiscal year. The Sentinel
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Eligibility for LIHEAP slashed; 20,000 families may be left out

With Pennsylvania's unemployment rate at its highest in more than 20fgeaas|owincome
residents will be able to receive help paying theiting bills this winter.That is largely
because income eligibility for the Low Income Home EneXggistance Program, or LIHEAP,
was reduced to $33,075 for a family of fowr TRIB

Letters: DEP's mission won't be hurt by state budget cut

The "MarcellusShale: Pa. tapped, drillers not" article last Sunday gauwscamplete and,
therefore, distorted picture of how the recently enastatgbudgetwill affect the Department of
Environmental Protection. Bipcusing on the 27 percent reduction to the Stareral Fund
portion of...- INQUIRER( 127835/111417 )

Montco puts freeze on capital projects

NORRISTOWNOG The Montgomery County Commissioners put a "limited freeretapital
projectsd public safety, open space, economic developntiemtsportation, prison expansion
and ohersd until they revisespending prioritiesThe moratorium was approved last Thursday
by a 30 vote. The measure is: POTTS. MERCURY

Department heads state their budget cases

Commissiones are seeking tighter spending. Not all estimates@rgliant.Just in case the
Phillies are again World Series champions, plans alraeglynder way for Montgomery County
deputies to beef up some municipalice departments to help with any unrulydamho might
break out in..- The Intelligencer

10/30

Citing economy, Montco lays off 4 park managers

Montgomery County laid off four managers of its parks department yestemaiat
Commissioners Chairman James R. Matthews said were purely ecopasurs. The four

parks division chiefs each received more than $70,000 dgéare their layoffs, which become
effective Nov. 27. Three of the four had.INQUIRER
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Most libraries reduce hours

While some Blair County libraries are reducing hours and dipping into book funds ¢oemd
meet, others are waiting to see exactly what they will receive from the county.

Homeless &elters Still Hurting after Budget Impasse

WHTM-TV

Chambersburg, PaThe state budget impasse is finally over, but it's left some local homeless
shelters struggling. In Franklin County, $43000 in community ...

Westmoreland, Armstrong counties likely to dodge tax hike
Westmoreland and Armstrong county commissioners said Wednesday it ahpeassill be no
increases in real estate taxes for either codrtgse comments came at the annual Strongland
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Chamber of Commerce CourBommissioners' BreakfastVe are not looking at a tax increase
this year because of our fund...

Lehigh commissioners approve budget with no tax increase on a splibvote

Amid political and partisan overtones, Lehigh County commissiofednesday adopted a
2010 budget that will keep taxes steady for the fitihsecutive yeaf.he cecision, on a 8
vote, left essentially unchanged the $412 milliolMORNING CALL
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Fresh look at local government funding is needed

Two years ago, most local governments in Pennsylvania knew thersevengs financial
problems brewing.ong bebre Americans became familiar with such terms as
"stimuluspackages,"” "recovery acts" or " G&shClunkers," there was sorfinancial director
in your town hall prematurely graying over the number$AORNING CALL

10/27

Pension change may lower county tax hike

Northampton recalculates how much to set aside for retie®3 million lessNorthampton
County's proposed 9.26 percent tax hike might be cut by thanea quarter because of a
recalculation of the money set aside ffensions, officials said MondaVyhe couty's
Retirement Board voted Friday to use an alternate set BIORNING CALL

Countywide sustainability policy to be implemented

Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato today will sign into law a bepaagy conservation
policy to improve efficiency and cut wasteful spendm@ll county gvernment operation¥he
new Sustainabilty Policy for Allegheny County will affect all aspe€tsounty government
operations from vehicle fleet management to buildir@@OSTFGAZ.

10/25

Avoiding a tax increase seems improbable for county

WAYNESBURG- The impasse over the state budget imaye ended two weeks aot for

many the big picture after the fallout is still a murky dfide state is telling us that they will get
the numbers to us by the endtloé month," said Greene County Commissioner Pam Snyder.
"They cut human.- WASH. O. R.

In Berks County, stimulus money trickles in

Reading Eagle

That leaves county Budget Director RohkrPatrizio Jr. with a question. "What happens when
all this money goes away?" he wondered.

Hundreds of layoffs expected

Indiana Gazette

HARRISBURG (AP)- Hundreds more employees of Peyiwania’s state government are
expected to get pink slips. Gov. Ed Rendell said Friday that he expects ...
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State parks feel pinch of state budget cuts

Allentown Morning Call

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, which oversees Pennsylvania's 117
state parks, has $9.3 million less to spend on theheinecently..

Leaders reflect on the budget impasse, forming ideas on how to finish on time
While lawmakers note mistakes led to the-tay stalemate, some say t8 negotiations
brought accountability to the process and helped ensygwedispending plafresh from
breaking a budget impasse that extended 101 days past BETRIOT

Northampton County libraries reduce staff, services followingstate funding cuts

Anticipating a major cut in state funding, the Northampton Area Pulidiary in July

eliminated its Friday hourdlow faced with their own state funding cuts, the Bangor, Bethlehem
andNazareth libraries are unsure if they'll havéaitow suit. The Pennsylvania budget passed
earlier this month included an almost 21EASTON EXPRESS124384/108336 )

10/23

Short-sighted budget could result in pain

Although the 20090 state budget is com plete and spends $1.18 hidgmthan the governor
originally requested, | have serious concerns atfmitmpact the $27.8 billion spending plan
will have on the commonwealth's. PATRIOT

10/22

Commissioners likely won't sell property

The Montgomery Countgommissioners Wednesday all but ruled out the sale of any county
property to help close an estimated $53.5 million revenue gap in next year's operatingibudget.
The Intelligencer

Layoffs likely to come near holidays

Gov. Ed Rendell has said spending cuts will probably require the seimiboate more
jobs.Thursday, October 22, 208 CHARLES THOMPSONcthompson@patriet
news.conHARRISBURG- Gov. Ed Rendell had no updates Wednesday on the need
for additional reductions in the state's work force, other than to exprd38TRIOT

Local government is big loser in state budget

Faced with declining reveses, counties and municipalities have difficddtisions to make
regarding which project and activities to undertakewahith to deferOne of the few state
programs to help in this decisimnaking process ithe Land Use Planning and Technical
Assistane Program...- PATRIOT

State funding trickling in to Monroe County agencies

STROUDSBURGS Some state and federal money is beginning to tricklecl social service
agencies as state officials continue to cleafuhding backlog created by a 1day-late state
budget.Ten agencies have received partial state funding, from the July 1 starP@ICONO
RECORD

49


http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.mcall.com/news/local/week/all-12_5lastweek.7061337oct25,0,7121591.story&ct=ga&cd=SJvfEgSbbB8&usg=AFQjCNEkU_n7hTwb902voUSociIQcnyrzA
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/1256416812190220.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/index.ssf?/base/news-1/125644359058830.xml&coll=3
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/west/index.ssf?/base/news/1256248516108240.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelligencer/the_intelligencer_news_details/article/27/2009/october/22/commissioners-likely-wont-sell-property.html
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/125618100718550.xml&coll=1
mailto:cthompson@patriot-news.com
mailto:cthompson@patriot-news.com
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/letters/index.ssf/2009/10/local_government_is_big_loser.html
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091022/NEWS/910220328
http://www.poconorecord.com/
http://www.poconorecord.com/

Officials: Gas leasing may ease budget woes
WAYNESBURG- Commissioners hope leasing the natural gas rights to several -coumnggl
properties will help them balance the budget and avoid a property tax increageanext

At their meeting today, commissioners are expected to sign an oil and gas lease agreement with
Tanglewood Exploration LLC. The Fort Worth, Texzssed company will extract natural gas

from under the county fairgrounds, airport and several oth@epies in Franklin Township. In
return, the county will receive 20 percent in royalties.

10/21

Northampton County council members bicker over tax increase

Wednesday, October 21, 20B9 SARAH CASSIThe ExpressimesEASTON | Northampton
County Council kicked off its series of buddpetarings Monday night with a yelling match over
$50,000 Northampton County Executive John Stafgroposing a 9.3 percent budget...
EASTON EXPRESS

$13.5M needed for county pension fund

Taxpayer subsidy for 2010 will be largest amount ever required to keepfftoat By Jennifer
LearnAndes jandes@timesleader.cuzerne County Reportdihe taxpayer subsidy required
tokeep Luzer ne Co uafidatyil seaclp aothen atbme highiuam dstimated
$13.5 million in...- WB TIMES LEADER

10/20

Budget impasse hurt everyone

The recent state budget impasse has had a negative impact on ev&ryoaeouny level, the
school districts and county government have hatiiert money from their budgets to help keep
public services going..-.BC TIMES

Workers to contribute to health insurance

COURTHOUSEO Mont gomery County empl oyeesd health
significantly, and workers will likely be askedpay a portion of the costiccording to

Montgomery County Commissioners Chairman James R. Matthews.

County Council argues over avoiding tax hike

While tryingto hash out a $330 million budget for next year, Northam@mmty Council
argued Monday over everything from parkland preservationeeting procedure and the
definition of "grandstandingNearly the only thing council's nine members agreed on lvas t
they don't..- MORNING CALL

10/19

Budget cuts expected to lead to DEP layoffs

One of the biggest losers in the long and bloody state budget battleenldspartment of
Environmental Protection, which saw its appropriatioumsby $56.46 million, or 27 percent, the
largest cut ever in eironmental..- POSTGAZ.
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Slashed budget will affet state parks, but how much?

By Tom Barnes, Posbazette Harrisburg Bureau The state Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources #&ill pondering how it will handle an $11.3 million budget cut in its
parkbudget and hasn't ruled out shuttingwicstate services in some parks.POSTFGAZ.
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Social service programs take hit in new state budget

Citizens Voice

That funding makes up about 55 percent of the budget for toeurtly cancer institute in
Northeastern Pennsymia. The institute said such a large cut ...

Social service programs take hit in new state budget

Two dozen families in Lackawanna and Wagoenties may not be able afford to keep their
children in prekindergarten classe8. homeless single mother may have to jump from friend's
home to friend'©iome to see that her child has at least a sofa to sleep 8B.CIT. VOICE

Regional programs prepare for impact of fund reductions

Serento Gardens Alcoholism & Drug Services in Hazleton has been opevihiregreduced
staff for monthsPresident and CEO Ed Pane is fearful the state's newly enacted budpat will
the agency in a spot where it will need to maken more sacrifices.-.WB CIT. VOICE

Feeling the cus: Slashed programs leave few in Berks in mood to celebrate
Pennsylvania finally has a budget, but slashed programs leave fewmodlokto celebratd.ike
most farmers around Berks County, Michael Braucher of Centre Towsyspcrop insurance
each spng. Harsh droughts such as one in 1999, or the rainfall that hurt the whB&ADING
EAGLE

PennDOT loses $700K in state funding

About $700,000 was cut from the state's general fund budgeaf@portation, but that change
won't have a big impact on the midsta®ennsylvania Department of Transportation
spokesman saidtunding for PennDOT in the 20@2®10 budget that was approved recently
fell... - PATRIOT

10/16

Libraries losing onefifth of budget

Daily American Online

... director of the Somerset County Library and administrator of the federated library system.

AThe Access PA, Power databases, Mill ennium a

State budget cut puts slant on library tax

Pocono Record

By Wayne Witkowski ith the Pennsylvania budget being approved 101 ataydilbraries across
the state got some bleak news: a 20.1 percent cut in state ...

Environmental protection suffers deep state budget cuts
Republican & Herald
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Uncertainty dominates the thinking of those responsible for Schuylkill County's environment
when they ponder what Pennsylvania's new budget will mean for it ...

Budget anticipates $60 million from new leases of Pennsylvania forest land for ...
PennLive.om

Komorowski is shown at a Susquehanna County-drdling site. After months of bickering,
state lawmakers reached into Pennsylvania's forests for $60 ...

Workers' salaries in Montco crosshairs

Next year's payroll checks for Montgomery County's 3,208 governmenivorkers likely will
be lighter, if they have jobs at adiccording to theounty commissioners$n order to balance
next year's budget, the commissioners are consideAigdE INTELLIGENCER

County official: Challenge now is do more with less

A discussion about Luzer ne Q@wmauresydonsnatedithman r e s
meeting of the Luzerne County Government StGdynmission held on Wednesday

night. Director of Human Resources Doug Richards talked with the group abowidimiy jobs

are filled, cut or otherwise managed-WB TIMES LEADER

Some still face budgewoes

Funding for Penn State, Pitt, Temple and 18 other institutions hahggmwhile lawmakers
consider table games legislatioRenn State, Pitt, Temple and Lincoln universities are among
thestatefunded institutions awaiting thousands, if notlions, of dollars..- PATRIOT

Official: Focus funds on river

Citing Montgomery County's current budget constraints, the head of itssppea board
Thursday recommended that the commissioners sheveounty'popular municipal open
space preservation grant program and channel afHE INTELLIGENCER

State parks and environment could take hits, advocates say

Cuts to the budgets of the state's two environmental agencies could teactlosing of some
state parks and a shortage of personnel to enfomdgeonmental laws, advocates sepwever,
a group that favors reducing state spending said the agencies BAT.RIOT

The wait and pain go on despite the new budget

Child care centers and other sogatvices waited nego-patiently forl01 days, eyes glaring at
the Capitol, as they cut staff, reduced servarasturned away needy familid¥ith a state
budget in place, child care centers still haven't gotteRATRIOT

County unsure of cutsdé i mpact

BELLEFONTE® The state budget has pasd but county commissionerssay 6 s not yet
exactly what cuts in the state spending plan mvélan for the county, which is now projecting a

$6 million shortfall nexiyear.The commissioners said Thursday they now know which areas

will see cuts in. - CENTRE DAILY
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County will cut jobs, sell nursing home, but not increase taxes

The majority county commissioners brought out their ax Thursday, anno@ihaillion in

cuts to the Lackawanna County budget that will regayeg off about 30
employeesCommissioners Corey O'Brien and Mike Washo kept a promise made earlier this...
SCRANTON TIMES
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Northampton County exec makes case for 9.3 percent tax hike

Facing a budget battle over his proposed 9.3 percent property taklbikieampton County
Executive John Stoffa this morning tobis case for th&argest tax increase in five years to the
business communitystoffa said the <ill increase is needed to plug a $7.3 million gap in
the...- MORNING CALL

State funding for children's services delayed, harming their agencies

Children's programs engwinners under the new state budget, butlhieday delay before its
passage likely caused irreparable harmhitd-services agencies, said chiketlfare advocates
WednesdayUnder the budget, the state's Children's Health Insurance Program WHIB

Republican leaders want fundingreleased

HARRISBURGGO There's no justifiable reason for holding up state mdoeRitt, Penn State,
Temple and Lincoln universities while lawmakeonsider whether to legalize table games,
Senate Republican leaders sdiddnesday.There is simply no god reason to withhold this
critical funding," Senate.-. TRIB

Leaders urged to wrap up budget bills

House plans to reconvene Nov. 9, but Pileggi pushes return to sésai@day, October 15,
2009By Tom Barnes, Pogbazette Harrisburg BureddARRISBURG-- Senate Republican
Leader Dominic Pileggi is urgingouseDemocrats to return to session quickly to resolve three
important issues-...- POSTGAZ.

10/14

Commissioners look to shave $2.8M from budget requests

LOCK HAVEN - For the Clinton County commissioners, $2.8 million is the magic number.
It's the number every department head is hearorgill hear-as he or she visits with the board
over the next few weeks for a fatteface on 2010 budget requests.

Glad for budget, but county still waits
Wayne Couty -
Passage of the state budget is great news, says Wayne County Commissioner Brian Smith, but

A

itoés stil | Waneundapdendentg g a me.

Unsettling budget: Despite acgeement, the state faces a tough road

Pittsburgh PosGazette

The end of Pennsylvania's budget adoption seadgpically celebrated along with the July
Fourth holiday- usually is a chance to reflect on which programs and services came out fiscal
winners and losers.
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Budget Impasse Still Affects Some Groups

WGAL

HARRISBURG, Pa-- Millions of dollars in state payments are finally on the way to local
governments, schools and organizations. The money represents the ...

Blair County Commissioners Put Rehiring On Hold

WJACtv.com

As the Pennsylvania Legislature works to get money out to agencies that have been eagerly
waiting, a question remains: Will people who were laid off due to ...

Pitt, Penn State tuition fates ride on table games decision

Whether students at the University of Pittsburgh will bear another tuito@ase could depend
on whethethe Legislature approves table ganttaterelated schools such as Pitt and Penn
State University are natcluded in the state budget signed Friday because they are part of...
TRIB

Socialservice providers struggle for normalcy

By Amy Worden, Alfied Lubrano, and Dan Hardiyquirer Staff Writerd~unding might be
flowing from Harrisburg again, but the soesdrviceproviders who help the vulnerable say the
state's 104day budget impasd®s left them deep in debt with vendors and banks, and
scrambling to...- INQUIRER

Agency'highly confident' cash-strapped groups will receive checks within days
HARRISBURGGd State Treasurer Rob McCord says he is "highly confid@atiy social
service providers and school districts will get state mooégy or within days, as his agency
rampsup paymentsHe acknowledged that some payments, delayed by-adpbudget
impasse in..- TRIB

One hundred one days offers lots of lessons

Unless you happen to be a Pennsylvania lawmaker, a lot can be accomiplisbedaysYou
may have heard something about legislators betag sardy inadopting a 2009.0 state budget.
They were 101 days into the fiscal yearTRIB

State funds start flowing, but table game dispute delays some payouts

By Tom Barnes, Posbazette Harrisburg BureddlARRISBURG-- More than 4,000 county
agencies and social service programoss the state weregathing easier yesterday, as state
Treasurer RolMcCord began sending out their ledglayed state allocations for fiscal...
POSTGAZ.
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Budget limits forest drilling impact

Towanda Daily Review

The agency also leases land dioitling in the traditional shallow gas and oil fields of northwest
Pennsylvania. To keep pressure off the state forest ...
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With cuts and closings, 'It's just not a good year for libraries'

Pittsburgh Post Gazette

In 2008, Cleveland received $66.7 million in public funds, $27.9 million from city property taxes
and $26.4 million from state taxes. ..

10/12

Erie County Council to start budget deliberations

Erie County Council is ready to start scrutinizing the county's proposed $90.4 million General
Fund budge Council's budget sessions start today at the Erie County Courthouse. The seven
member panel will start by meeting with department heads to review their respective badgets.
Erie.com

On the sidelines: Citizens expect all lawmakers to participate

Like much in politics, thisinleesdingbs state budg
bedfellows.House Democrats and Senate Republicans ended upgatkisely together ithe

end to craft the $27.8 billion spending pl&@nate Democratic Leader Robert Mellow of

Lackawanna County also was.PATRIOT

10/11

Collection needs a stronger focus

FOR THE LUZERNE County commissioners, putting together a balancedo2dget that

doesndét include a majoomphrtenar pagsawsplbizkee
piecesWith a $30million spending gap to date and a bleak economic year on-tiéB.TIMES

LEADER

Hol d repsdo feet to fire

T h e shudgétienasse hit 100 days before legislators and Go\Ré&idlell broke down
political barriers and actually worked together. THead been many previous claims by Rendell
that agreements were close, with result to show..:. CENTRE DAILY118173/102666 )

Analysis: State budget delay cloaks politicians in shame

HARRISBURG-- It took 101 days tpass a state budget, longer thanBhéle of the Bulge and
more time than it took the Marines to capture Brma during World War IIThere was no
heroism, though, in the state budget battle of 2009.RIB

Broken budget trust. By Brad Bumsted

HARRISBURGLongterm relaions between the House and Senate were severely damaged
by the budget battle, casting a cloud over future action on efforts teleeipic rates, next year's
budget and trying to stem the impact of spikingl.RIB

Lackawanna County budget expected this week

County budget draft expect&CRANTON - Lackawanna County commissioners will release
the first draft othe 2010 county budget this we@kajority Commissioners Corey O'Brien and
Mike Washo have declined to.. SCRANTON TIMES

55


http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09286/1005054-53.stm&ct=ga&cd=-kdcSqg1HPE&usg=AFQjCNGN2ZIENsUwQoLdcv12kRSINUpymA
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091012/NEWS02/310129977
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2009/10/on_the_sidelines_citizens_expe.html
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/opinion/Collection_needs_a_stronger_focus_10-11-2009.html
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://www.centredaily.com/329/story/1559580.html
http://www.centredaily.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_647510.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/columnists/bumsted/s_647304.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.scrantontimes.com/lackawanna_county_budget_expected_this_week
http://www.scrantontimes.com/

Agencies welcome Pa. budget

A host of human services agencies that struggled to stay open dafidglay statdudget
stalemate breathed a bit easier yesterday, knostatg subsidies, missing for months, could
start flowing in as early asext weekA child care center in Youngwood once again can buy
cereal and snacks for-.POSTGAZ.

Revenue sources uncertain

HARRISBURG- Pennsylvania will rely on a vigty of revenue sources saipport $27.8 billion

in spending this fiscal year. A portion of thevzenue will come from new taxes. Transfers from
special state funds widllso provide needed revenues for thepalipose General Fund-.WB

CIT. VOICE(118193/102686 )
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Governor Rendell signs budget bill
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