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Post Budget Impact: Media 
 

 

Below are samples of articles, media clips, and radio spots from around the Commonwealth. 

These are not all of the articles, media clips, and radio spots being completed. If you have any 

other examples, please let CCAP know. Please also note that these links may expire.  

 

2/2 

State revenue receipts below budgeted totals 

The state Revenue Department said Monday that general fund revenue receipts continued to lag 

behind expectations in the 2009-10 fiscal year. Pennsylvania raked in $2.1 billion in revenue in 

January, which was $120 million less than expected, bringing the total red ink so far this 

fiscal... - POST-GAZ.  

 

Pennsylvania tax collections continue to lag behind projections 

The state's revenue shortfall continued to grow last month, and now stands at $374 million for 

the budget year to date. According to a report on January revenue collections released Monday, 

the state missed its estimates by $120.2 million, or 5.4 percent. The bulk of the gap was 

attributable to a $51.7 million shortfall in... - PATRIOT  

 

Erie County Executive Grossman orders spending freeze 

Let's get out in front of this. 

That was Erie County Executive Barry Grossman's message Monday morning as he announced a 

county spending freeze aimed at saving at least $750,000. The move was prompted by state 

government's money troubles. Erie Times 

 

Budget cuts leave Westmoreland prison short of counseling 

State budget cuts have left a backlog of inmates at Westmoreland County Prison who need drug 

and alcohol counseling, resulting in the release of fewer prisoners on parole. Warden John 

Walton said yesterday that there is a waiting list for inmates... - TRIB  

 

1/29 

County taxes will increase 

Luzerne County commissioners will unveil their 2010 budget amendments at 9: 30 a.m. today, 

and it appears that taxes will increase more than the 10 percent originally approved. As of 

Thursday afternoon, the proposed amended spending plan was around... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

More cuts expected for Lackawanna County human services 

https://mail2.pacounties.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=67ec7309b6f542c8bb85bbc244d1eda4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.post-gazette.com%2fpg%2f10033%2f1032722-454.stm
https://mail2.pacounties.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=67ec7309b6f542c8bb85bbc244d1eda4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.post-gazette.com%2f
https://mail2.pacounties.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=67ec7309b6f542c8bb85bbc244d1eda4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pennlive.com%2fmidstate%2findex.ssf%2f2010%2f02%2fstate_tax_collections_continue.html
https://mail2.pacounties.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=67ec7309b6f542c8bb85bbc244d1eda4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pennlive.com%2f
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2010302019926
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_665169.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/news/County_taxes_will_increase_01-29-2010.html
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/more-cuts-expected-for-lackawanna-county-human-services-1.580551
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County officials are anticipating as much as $16.7 million in statewide cuts to county-run human 

services programs as part of a midyear budget freeze Gov. Ed Rendell called for in December 

after expected revenues fell short for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.- Scranton Times- Tribune 

 

Luzerne County shuts down popular Moon Lake site 

Moon Lake Park is now officially closed and off limits to the public ï the victim of Luzerne 

County budget cuts. The mood was somber ï very somber, now-furloughed park director Clif 

Madrack said. ñWe feel like weôre the burnt offerings to the public.ò... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

1/28 

Sunnyview report: Cut costs, privatize or sell 

Each has predicted that it could be the hardest decision he'll make as a county commissioner: 

What to do with the Sunnyview Home, the final address for some of the county's most vulnerable 

residents. Whatever the three commissioners decide -- and there is no timetable for... - POST-

GAZ.  

 

1/25 

Cash can clear up the record 

First-time offenders can pay $200 to enter ARD program, raise money for county. 

WILKES-BARRE ï First-time, non-violent offenders who want their criminal records erased 

will help raise money for Luzerne County. Times Leader 

 

State?s tobacco-prevention program is reduced to ashes  

The Issue: Legislators draw much of the funding for the fight against tobacco addiction into the 

general fund. 

Our Opinion: The impact will hurt people's health and bloat future Pennsylvania budgets. 

Reading Eagle 

 

1/22 

Montco will spend less on open space 

The change is in part because the commissioners said the county doesn't have the money and 

also that farmland prices have dropped as much as 50 percent. Doylestown Intelligencer 

 

Armstrong County libraries try to make up $20K funding gap 

Armstrong County libraries are hoping local patrons can help make up for the loss of more than 

$20,000 in state aid this year. 

 

(Luzerne) Courts struggle to trim $1.4M 

WILKES-BARRE - The Luzerne County judiciary is struggling to close a budget gap of about 

$1.4 million, President Judge Thomas F. Burke Jr. said Thursday. 

 

1/21 

Somerset commissioners tell Pa.: Pay up 

SOMERSET ð Pinched by a tight budget and a hiring freeze, Somerset County commissioners 

are pressing the state to promptly pay its bills. The commissioners Tuesday outlined $1.5 million 

http://www.timesleader.com/news/A_sad__sad_day_in_the_park_01-29-2010.html
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10028/1031460-54.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Cash_can_clear_up_the_record_01-25-2010.html
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=189418
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelligencer/the_intelligencer_news_details/article/27/2010/january/22/montco-will-spend-less-on-open-space.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/s_663566.html
http://citizensvoice.com/news/courts-struggle-to-trim-1-4m-1.563289
http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_020223414.html
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in major amounts owed by the state. ñWeôre going to publicly manage the budget,ò Randy 

Welker, the... - JOHN. TRIB  

 

(Luzerne) Commissioners lay off 13 

Those losing jobs range from clerks to a department head. Union voices its opposition. 

Against strong objections from a union leader, Luzerne County commissioners unanimously 

voted Wednesday to lay off 13 workers. Times Leader 

 

PA freezes payments to counties 

River Reporter 

By TOM KANE HONESDALE, PA ð Wayne and Pike County commissioners received a 

notice from their professional association about mid-year budget cuts from the ... 

 

More cuts announced for Cumberland County Library System 

A 33 percent reduction in state funding has prompted another round of cutbacks for Cumberland 

County's public libraries. Patriot News 

 

 

1/20 

Farm preservation funds on agenda 

The Lycoming County commissioners may financially contribute to the county's AgLand 

Preservation Program. 

On Thursday, the commissioners will consider whether to allocate $50,000 for the program. The 

money will be used to buy the development easements of prime farm land to keep the land in 

agriculture. Williamsport Sun Gazette 

 

Rough road for libraries, but group aims to smooth the path 

Facing funding shortages, libraries might have to make changes to continue to provide needed 

services.  

That was the message former Lancaster County Commissioner Terry Kauffman delivered at 

Tuesday's annual meeting of the county library system. Intelligencer Journal 

 

Erie County Council rejects most pay hikes 

Nearly all of Erie County Executive Barry Grossman's requests for higher pay for some of his 

top staffers were unanimously rejected by Erie County Council. Erie Times 

 

1/19 

Freeze on $170 million in state funds concerns Erie County officials 

Officials expect Rendell move to cut back some human services By KEVIN 

FLOWERS kevin.flowers@timesnews.com Erie County government is about to take another 

financial hit, courtesy of Harrisburg. Gov. Ed Rendell -- dealing with his own cash crunch at the 

state level --... - ERIE TIMES  

 

1/18 

Pennsylvania services for poor, through counties, slashed amid budget cuts 

By EMILY OPILO, The Patriot-News January 17, 2010, 10:43PM Thousands of Dauphin 

http://www.tribune-democrat.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Commissioners_lay_off_13_01-21-2010.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.riverreporter.com/issues/10-01-21/news-freeze.html&ct=ga&cd=zCxXEV2HoDE&usg=AFQjCNE3kpCuavZVwV4fXBU0HtooW2B3aA
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/01/more_cuts_announced_for_cumber.html
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/538219.html?nav=5011
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/247691
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100120/NEWS02/301199902/-1/ETN
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100119/NEWS02/301199976/-1/ETN
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/01/pennsylvania_services_for_poor.html
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County residents depend on money from the stateôs Human Service Development Fund for the 

social services that keep them off the streets, fed and in some cases alive. All of Pennsylvaniaôs 

67 counties receive a piece of the HSDF money,... - PATRIOT  

 

Services for poor slashed amid cuts 

Thousands of Dauphin County residents depend on money from the state's Human Service 

Development Fund for the social services that keep them off the streets, fed and in some cases 

alive. All of Pennsylvania's 67 counties receive a piece of the HSDF money, which... - 

PATRIOT  

 

1/17 

Exhaust options to preserve park 

TO SAVE CASH, maybe Moon Lake Park must be closed. Maybe Luzerne Countyôs 

commissioner trio has no choice but to walk away from the popular Plymouth Township 

campground and shut other county-owned recreation areas, too. However, we urge them to 

explore all options before pulling the plug on the... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Property owners face paying more this year 

Property owners in 26 municipalities must pay higher local taxes this year in addition to Luzerne 

Countyôs 10-percent tax hike, a review of 2010 tax rates shows. Times Leader 

 

1/16 

(Bradford) County cuts back funding for human services agencies by 19K 

Also, due to a further cut in state funding announced earlier this week, the commissioners are 

reducing their state-funded Human Services Development Fund grants to 10 local human 

services agencies by a total $19,000. The Daily Review 

 

Adams borrows tax-anticipation funds 

The Adams County commissioners approved borrowing $5 million to cover 2010 expenses until 

tax dollars start to roll in.  

The tax revenue and anticipation note with a 1.875-percent interest rate from PNC Bank was 

approved Wednesday. The county received three bids for the note, commissioners said. 

 

 

1/15 

(Luzerne) County still in crisis despite spending less in '09 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County spent $12.7 million less than the expenditure total in the 

2009 budget, but it's not enough to get the county out of a current fiscal crisis, Chief of Budget 

and Finance Tom Pribula reported Thursday. Citizens Voice 

 

Cambria cuts 1 position, adds 5 youth workers 

EBENSBURG ð The Cambria County commissioners abolished another mental health/mental 

retardation job Friday but named five employees to vacant children and youth services positions 

as the county adjusts to state funding cuts. The Tribune-Democrat 

 

County considering outsourcing security 

http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/1263786910115550.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/opinion/Exhaust_options_to_preserve_park_01-17-2010.html
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Taking_a_bigger_bite_01-17-2010.html
http://thedailyreview.com/news/county-cuts-back-funding-for-human-services-agencies-by-19k-1.549776?localLinksEnabled=false
http://www.eveningsun.com/ci_14201966
http://citizensvoice.com/news/county-still-in-crisis-despite-spending-less-in-09-1.547755
http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_015232900.html
http://www.timesleader.com/news/County_considering_outsourcing_security_01-15-2010.html


5 

 

Security department received allotment of $481,308 for salaries in the 2010 budget. 

Luzerne County Commissioners are exploring the outsourcing of security to see if it would save 

money, officials said during Thursdayôs work session. 

 

Heating assistance runs short during a bitterly cold winter 

Brutally cold weather has put many low-income families in desperate situations, front-line 

workers said Thursday during a Cambria County fuel crisis task force meeting. Tribune 

Democrat 

 

Erie County Council to consider request to hike salaries, create new job 

Grossman seeks greater starting pay for appointees By KEVIN 

FLOWERS kevin.flowers@timesnews.com Erie County Executive Barry Grossman's requests 

for higher pay for some of his top staffers -- and more help for his rookie administration -- 

are getting consideration from Erie County Council.... - ERIE TIMES  

 

Efforts to save farm land continues 

Cumberland County commissioners have agreed to chip in $250,000 for agricultural land 

preservation this year, the same as for 2009. What the state will ante up remains to be 

seen. Given Pennsylvania's belt-tightening, county officials aren't optimistic that the state will 

match the $760,000 it provided the county for... - PATRIOT  

 

Let's not repeat budget mistakes 

Next month, Gov. Ed Rendell will address the Legis lature with his 2010-11 budget proposal. 

This budget season has been forecast to be more difficult than last year's budget season because 

of the continuous decline in state... - PATRIOT  

 

1/14 

Counties bracing as Pennsylvania budget cuts become permanent 

PoconoNews.net 

MILFORD - The Pike County Commissioners have learned that some $170 million cut from the 

state budget they thought was just a freeze, is now permanent. ... 

 

Fayette commissioners OK $4 million loan 

The Fayette County commissioners Wednesday unanimously approved obtaining a $4 million 

loan to help with expenses until tax revenue begins to flow into the county. The action was taken 

during a special meeting held solely to vote on the note. The action is taken annually.... - 

UNION. HERALD  

 

County tax hike likely to stay at 10 percent 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County commissioners want to amend this year's budget, but don't 

expect them to decrease the 10 percent tax hike. "I don't think that's going to happen," said 

Commissioner Thomas P. Cooney. "We're trying to keep it at 10 percent," Commissioner 

Chairwoman Maryanne... - WB CIT. VOICE  

 

Commissioner Herzog: ñWe canôt stand many more cuts.ò 

ñThe County remains concerned about the cuts we see coming from Harrisburg,ò said Wayne 

http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_014231820.html?keyword=topstory
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100115/NEWS02/301159937/-1/ETN
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/west/index.ssf?/base/news/126342873419420.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/east/index.ssf?/base/news/1263426038281750.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.pocononews.net/news/2010/January/14/14Jan10-1.html&ct=ga&cd=1Dug7_Inc9g&usg=AFQjCNGvu8FEA3_PTDMqdgbLiivP4k250w
http://207.103.135.12/news_detail/article/1631/2010/january/14/fayette-commissioners-ok-4-million-loan.html
http://207.103.135.12/
http://citizensvoice.com/news/county-tax-hike-likely-to-stay-at-10-percent-1.545326
http://citizensvoice.com/
http://www.wayneindependent.com/news/x370522719/Commissioner-Herzog-We-can-t-stand-many-more-cuts
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County Commissioner Tony Herzog. Commissioners were notified through the County 

Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP) on Tuesday that the Department of Public 

Welfare will... - HONES. WAYNE IND.  

 

Local libraries cut hours and services as funding decreases 

CLARION The Clarion County Library System has seen its state aid cut by a little more than 20 

percent this year, and the countyôs five libraries are beginning the new year by changing some of 

their operations to make ends meet. According to Clarion County Library System Administrator 

Matt McClelland,... - CLARION NEWS  

 

Mistake on grant application to cost Butler County $375,000 

Butler County District Attorney Rich Goldinger promises that "more eyes" will be focused on 

future grant applications from his office in an effort to prevent the kind of mistake that will cost 

the county $375,000 over three years. In the meantime, the fallout is beginning from the loss of 

the STOP... - POST-GAZ.  

 

County targets $4.1M to farms 

Lancaster County commissioners on Wednesday placed their 2010 bet in the annual gamble for 

state funding for farmland preservation. The commissioners pledged $4,107,350 toward the 

initiative, and they're betting that will be enough for Lancaster County to once again receive 

the... - BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES  

 

1/13 

State slashes funds for human services 

County might have to drop programs  

Exactly one week ago today, Jim Laughman presented Lancaster County commissioners with a 

revised plan for spending the money the county is getting from the state for human services. 

Intelligencer Journal 

 

Cooney meets with chiefs on cuts 

Luzerne County Commissioner Thomas Cooney is still meeting with department heads to 

determine whether theyôre willing and able to run their offices with funding cuts imposed by the 

2010 budget. Times Leader 

 

Erie County Council to consider salary hikes, new county job 

Erie County Executive Barry Grossman is pushing forward with plans to seek higher pay for 

some of his top staffers.  Grossman also wants Erie County Council to agree to hire former 

Councilman David Mitchell to assist Grossman's administration in getting up to speed.... - ERIE 

TIMES  

 

Officials hope for better returns in the 2010 census 

MIFFLINTOWN - Every 10 years, the federal government sets out to count every single person 

in the United States, a process that officials say impacts everyone in many different ways. 

Rick Buck, partnership specialist with the U.S. Census Bureau, recently sat down with the 

Juniata County Complete Count Committee and said most people simply don't realize how the 

results of the census impact their lives. The Sentinel 

http://www.wayneindependent.com/
http://www.theclarionnews.com/news/2010-01-14/Front_Page/Local_libraries_cut_hours_and_services_as_funding_.html
http://www.theclarionnews.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10014/1027969-54.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/247424
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/247401
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Cooney_meets_with_chiefs_on_cuts_01-13-2010.html
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100113/NEWS02/301139947/-1/etn
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.lewistownsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/517100.html?nav=5010
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Montgomery County Emergency Service provides much-needed programs 

As an organization that has long worked to bridge the gaps between the mental health and 

criminal justice systems, we read with great interest the article "Mental health cases tax police, 

emergency workers" in The Mercury.... - POTTS. MERCURY  

 

1/11 

Wayne County libraries face budget cuts 

Wayne County public libraries are feeling the pinch of state budget cuts this year. 

Faced with $87,000 less in state funding, a 20 percent reduction, the county library system has 

been forced to reduce hours and lay off employees among other cost-cutting measures to make 

up for the loss, said system administrator Molly Rodgers on Wednesday. Times - Tribune 

 

1/10 

Pennsylvania gubernatorial hopefuls call tax hikes a last resort 

Though some feel that a levy on natural gas would be a lucrative source of income 

Six of the seven men looking to become Pennsylvania's next governor staked their ground on the 

thorny issue of taxes Saturday as they looked to shore up support among party loyalists in the 

Capital region. The Morning Call 

 

Local legislators discuss budget impasse 

STROUD TWP. ð State legislators offered several ideas Saturday to prevent a repeat of last 

year's 101-day-late budget impasse. Pocono Record 

 

Indiana County approves 3.89-mill tax hike 

The Indiana County commissioners have finalized a 2010 spending plan that will include a 3.89-

mill increase in real estate taxes for the county's property owners. The budget was passed at the 

Dec. 23 commissioners' meeting. The millage... - BLAIRS. DISPATCH  

 

1/8 

Eichelberger predicts budget problems 

State senator says Pennsylvania will need $450 million to balance its spending plan 

HOLLIDAYSBURG - State Sen. John H. Eichelberger Jr., R-Blair, predicted Thursday that the 

state's budget will be passed late again this year. But, he added, "I don't think it will be the fiasco 

it was last year." ï Altoona Mirror 

 

Lebanon County commissioners cut work-release positions at prison 

A countywide reassessment and job cuts in a tight budget year top the list of issues the Lebanon 

County commissioners will be soon addressing, said Bill Carpenter, the newly elected chairman 

who is starting his 23rd year on the board. - Patriot 

 

Greensburg Laurels & Lances 

On the "Watch List": Westmoreland County's budgeting. A $10.9 million deficit in 

Westmoreland's 2010 general fund more than suggests that the county's "fiscal planning" is not 

http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/01/13/opinion/srv0000007264877.txt
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/wayne-county-libraries-face-budget-cuts-1.538326
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/all-a22_5pols.7143168jan10,0,6999704.story
http://www.mcall.com/topic/us/pennsylvania-PLGEO100101000000000.topic
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100110/NEWS/1100349
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/blairsvilledispatch/s_660631.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525882.html?nav=742
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/01/lebanon_county_commissioners_r.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/s_661164.html
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keeping pace with expenses. Even though the shortfall will be covered by dipping into a $35 

million surplus -- and... - TRIB  

 

Crawford housing assistance programs work through drop in state funding 

By TIM HAHN tim.hahn@timesnews.com MEADVILLE -- Agencies that provide housing 

assistance in Crawford County are being forced to do more with less.  Crawford County 

Commissioners on Thursday approved amendments to the county's Housing Assistance Program 

contracts for fiscal year 2008-09 that... - ERIE TIMES  

 

Disagreement with county executive over raises for union Gracedale workers sparks 

protest before Northampton County Council meeting 

A union representing about 50 Gracedale nursing home nurses and social workers took its fight 

with Northampton County administrators to County Council on Thursday, saying officials were 

trying to renege on a new four-year contract that includes 4.95 percent annual raises.... - 

MORNING CALL  

 

1/7 

Two county employees told they're fired, but vote isn't for another week 

Two county employees got letters earlier this week telling them they will be laid off, even 

though the formal salary board vote will not come until next week. 

County Administrator Mark Scarbinsky took "full responsibility for the poor choice of words" 

used in both letters at Wednesday morning's commissioners meeting. 

 

Franklin County to save nearly $200000 on workers' compensation ... 

Chambersburg Public Opinion 

Her comments appeared in the most recent issue of Pennsylvania County News Magazine, a 

publication of the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania. ... 

 

Monroe County looks to refinance $5 million in debt 

Monroe County expects to refinance more than $5 million in debt to take advantage of lower 

interest rates. The changes could save the county $185,000, says Robert Gress, the county's chief 

clerk. "The rates are very low," he said. 

 

Luzerne Countyôs whopping debt built up gradually 

Since 2002, the commissioners relied heavily on borrowing to fund projects. 

A child born today will reach adulthood by the time Luzerne County pays off its $466 million 

debt. County taxpayers must shell out roughly $25 million annually over the next 17 years, 

wrapping up with a final payment of $21.3 million in 2027. -  Times Leader 

 

County holds carrots out to nonprofits 

As Pittsburgh officials entered a heated public debate in fall to persuade nonprofits to pay more 

to government, Allegheny County officials began a different effort to accomplish the same thing. 

- TRIB 

 

SHELVED: Libraries forced to slash hours, staff, popular programs 

People in many Allegheny County communities probably won't get as much out of their libraries 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100108/NEWS02/301089920/-1/ETN
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-a5_3council1.71415981jan08,0,5081892.story
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-a5_3council1.71415981jan08,0,5081892.story
http://www.mcall.com/
http://republicanherald.com/news/two-county-employees-told-they-re-fired-but-vote-isn-t-for-another-week-1.530145
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.publicopiniononline.com/localnews/ci_14138663&ct=ga&cd=LGUex4kbxGI&usg=AFQjCNFu4BYJyRznYzuV2m2FlfYeh4cnmw
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100107/NEWS/1070319/-1/rss01
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Luzerne_County_rsquo_s_whopping_debt_built_up_gradually_01-07-2010.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_661022.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_660747.html
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this year as they once did. The reason? Budget cuts, deep ones in some cases, necessitated by 

steep declines in state funding and a change in the Allegheny Library... - TRIB  

 

1/6 

Franklin County salaries released 

Some people working for Franklin County will be losing ground in 2010. Non-union county 

employees will not get a pay raise this year. Some will see a smaller pay check due to a reduced 

work week. Franklin County Prothonotary Linda Beard, Clerk of Courts Bill Vandrew and... - 

CHAMBERS. P.O.  

 

County union workers OK contract calling for 11-percent pay increase over five years 

The union representing Luzerne County probation and domestic relations employees has 

approved a contract with an 11 percent pay increase over five years. 

County commissioners postponed a vote on the deal last Thursday to give Commissioner 

Thomas P. Cooney time to review it. County judges on Dec. 23 appointed Cooney to finish Greg 

Skrepenak's term as commissioner. Skrepenak resigned Dec. 17 and has agreed to plead guilty to 

accepting a $5,000 payoff. 

 

Board to take another look at county budget 

LOCK HAVEN - The Clinton County commissioners signaled a willingness Monday to re-open 

the $23.42 million budget they approved for 2010 - and at the same time received some 

unexpected good news that might help them lower the tax burden. 

 

Grant funding shifted to keep 2 county jobs 

Assistant DA, detective will remain full-time The Butler County salary board Monday shifted 

federal grant funds to keep an assistant district attorney and a detective full-time through 

August. The shift in funding was needed after a state agency last month rejected... - BUTLER 

EAGLE ( 153224/133970 ) 

 

Proposals to run county park sought 

Firms or individuals interested in taking over Luzerne County-owned Moon Lake Park have until 

Jan. 21 to submit proposals. County commissioners have eliminated all funding for the park in 

the 2010 budget and are hoping that someone will want to run the Plymouth Township... - WB 

TIMES LEADER ( 152971/133727 ) 

 

Berks County to pay Reading's BARTA funding 

Commissioner doesn't want to risk losing state, U.S. funds Berks County will give BARTA the 

$126,000 in annual funding the city cut from its budget to help fill a projected $15 million 

deficit. County Commissioner Christian Y. Leinbach said Tuesday that he would join... - 

READING EAGLE  

 

1/5 

Parks department employees still working despite budget cut 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County's 2010 budget eliminated all funding for parks and 

recreation, Moon Lake Park and environmental services, but employees in those departments are 

still working. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/localnews/ci_14130973
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/
http://citizensvoice.com/news/county-union-workers-ok-contract-calling-for-11-percent-pay-increase-over-five-years-1.527924
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/515317.html?nav=5009
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20100105/NEWS01/701059919/-1/News01
http://www.butlereagle.com/
http://www.butlereagle.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Proposals_to_run_county_park_sought_01-06-2010.html
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=183658
http://readingeagle.com/
http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/parks-department-employees-still-working-despite-budget-cut-1.526243
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"No one is laid off yet," county Manager/Chief Clerk Doug Pape said Monday. "We're in a 

holding pattern." 

 

County commissioners reorganize, promise leaner government in 2010 

The Schuylkill County commissioners put a year of financial turmoil behind them Monday and 

hoped for better times in 2010. 

"It's a restart. We're starting out with a whole new year ahead of us. But you're still faced with a 

lot of the same challenges," Commissioner Frank J. Staudenmeier, the board's lone Republican, 

said Monday 

 

County libraries respond to statewide cuts 

Clearfield Progress 

Lisa Erickson, Centre County Libraries director, said the line item in the library association's 

budget will be trimmed. She said staff was reduced at ... 

 

County approves raises, three unions still to come 

At least 100 county employees are guaranteed raises in 2010. 

The Somerset County Salary Board increased the salaries of about 80 nonunion employees and 

20-plus workers covered by the United Mine Workers of America jail contract at a special 

meeting Monday. The Daily American 

 

Salary board approves raises 

Fayette County non-union employees each will see their annual salaries jump $1,000 this year 

following action taken Monday by the county salary board. Herald Standard 

 

Budget constraints leave county judges shorthanded 

The Fayette County Salary Board Monday created an additional secretary position for the 

magisterial district judge offices in the county, but because the position isn't budgeted, it can't be 

filled. Herald Standard 

 

1/4  

(Franklin) Commissioners Keep Economy in Mind When Drafting 2010 Budget 

FRANKLIN COUNTY, PA - Commissioners in Franklin County have approved a budget for the 

new year. 

They say they were careful not to increase the county's operational expenses from 2009. 

 

Cambria MH/MR jobs cut  

JOHNSTOWN ð Client advocate Wendy Stewart has a quick reply when asked what she thinks 

of the elimination of two therapists from Cambria Countyôs mental health program. ñMost 

providers are overextended as it is, and this truly is a... - JOHN. TRIB  

 

1/3 

$111M Franklin County budget approved 

Franklin County commissioners on Thursday approved the county's $111 million budget for 

2010 with a half-mill increase in real estate taxes.  

http://www.republicanherald.com/news/county-commissioners-reorganize-promise-leaner-government-in-2010-1.526044
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.theprogressnews.com/default.asp%3Fread%3D20700&ct=ga&cd=YIdwOwSSt3Y&usg=AFQjCNGpw5yCtdnuDenyoCKEFIH8eTBaLw
http://www.dailyamerican.com/articles/2010/01/05/news/local/news053.txt
http://www.heraldstandard.com/news_detail/article/1631/2010/january/05/salary-board-approves-raises.html
http://www.heraldstandard.com/news_detail/article/1631/2010/january/05/budget-constraints-leave-county-judges-shorthanded.html
http://your4state.com/content/fulltext/?cid=94631
http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_003230129.html
http://www.tribune-democrat.com/
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/news/ci_14102977?source=email
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The owner of a home with a market value of $150,000 can expect to pay $8.70 more in 2010. 

Chambersburg Public Opinion 

 

Lackawanna County's nonunion workers to see salary increase 

The 2010 Lackawanna County budget includes a 1.5 percent increase in salaries of nonunion 

county employees, which is less than or equivalent to what county union employees will receive 

in wage increases this new year. County commissioners froze nonunion wages in 2009 as they 

continued to cut... - SCRANTON TIMES  

 

1/1 

County taxes up slightly next year 

LOCK HAVEN - Clinton County commissioners continued their budget discussions right up 

until four minutes before their 10 a.m. meeting yesterday, the last day of the year, and still found 

a lot to disagree about in the budget they adopted on a 2-1 vote. 

 

Tax hikes, cuts a mystery in 2010 budget 

Luzerne Countyôs 2010 budget passed Thursday, but itôs still a shaky spending plan that didnôt 

seem to go over well with anyone in the packed commissioners meeting room. 

Several taxpayers stormed out because the budget increases real estate taxes 10 percent. 

 

State's fiscal impasse vexed county's meager budget 

NORRISTOWN ð Montgomery County government faced a double whammy this year when it 

had to suffer not only with sinking county revenues, but also lagging state funding during 

Harrisburg's budget impasse last summer. 

 

12/31 

Budget passes without tax hike 

LEWISTOWN - The Mifflin County Commissioners passed the county's 2010 budget on 

Wednesday that calls for no tax increases, but not without some strong opinions. 

Board Chairman Mark Sunderland, in describing the budget, said, "It's not a perfect spending 

plan but it's a good one." The 2010 budget is in the amount of $22,226,707. 

 

Budget passes without tax hike 

LEWISTOWN - The Mifflin County Commissioners passed the county's 2010 budget on 

Wednesday that calls for no tax increases, but not without some strong opinions. 

Board Chairman Mark Sunderland, in describing the budget, said, "It's not a perfect spending 

plan but it's a good one." The 2010 budget is in the amount of $22,226,707. 

 

Commissioners can amend budget before Feb. 15 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County commissioners today plan to adopt a final budget for next 

year, and taxpayers could learn if they'll see a double-digit tax hike on next year's county tax 

bill.  On Dec. 10, commissioners introduced a $127.2 million budget funded with a... - WB CIT. 

VOICE  

 

Wyoming County OKs 2010 budget 

Wyoming County commissioners on Tuesday gave final approval to the county's 2010 budget, 

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/lackawanna-county-s-nonunion-workers-to-see-salary-increase-1.522770
http://thetimes-tribune.com/
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/515273.html
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Luzerne_County_rsquo_s_2010_budget_passe_01-01-2010.html
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2010/01/01/news/srv0000007146579.txt
http://www.lewistownsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/516935.html?nav=5006
http://www.lewistownsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/516935.html?nav=5006
http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/commissioners-can-amend-budget-before-feb-15-1.517896
http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/wyoming-county-oks-2010-budget-1.517765
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which was unchanged from the preliminary budget agreed to at the beginning of the 

month. There is no tax increase in the $12,142,280 spending plan. The tax rate is... - WB CIT. 

VOICE  

 

12/30 

County To Raise Property Tax 16 Percent 

PERRY COUNTY, Pa. -- In Perry County, 2010 will bring a 16 percent property tax increase.  

The hike is part of the $15.3 million budget that was approved by county commissioners. 

 

Huntingdon County commissioners OK 2010 budget with tax increase 

HUNTINGDON - The Huntingdon County commissioners ended a three-week battle Tuesday by 

passing a 2010 budget with a 3-mill tax increase. The $14.4 million budget passed 2-1, with 

Chairman R. Dean Fluke casting... - ALTOONA MIRROR  

 

State budget cuts prompt belt-tightening for agencies 

Area agencies and other organizations felt the crunch of state budget cutbacks and now face 

challenges in coming up with dollars to meet future needs. Some officials still are trying to sort 

out the details, while others are... - WILLIAM. SUN  

 

Montour whittles tax hike: Down to 9 percent 

DANVILLE ï A mix of expense cuts, good fortune and hopeful thinking shaved a tax increase 

for Montour County residents to 9 percent. Commissioners had been working with a deficit that 

called for a 24 percent hike. It was then reduced to 21 percent and finally 9 percent in a 

spending... - BLOOM. P.E.  

 

Northumberland County cuts millage 

SUNBURY ð Taxpayers in Northumberland County will get a break on their county taxes next 

year, as the county commissioners Tuesday approved a 2010 budget of $63.4 million. Due to the 

sale of Mountain View Manor, the county home, the tax rate was... - DAILY ITEM  

 

Elk  County holds line on property taxes 

RIDGWAY - There will not be an increase in county property taxes in Elk County next year and 

the county is expected to be debt-free by 2012. During a special meeting Tuesday, the 

commissioners approved the 2010 general fund budget of $11,178,394.72 and an overall budget 

of 2010... - DUB. COURIER-EXPRESS  

 

Budget expected to move forward 
SUNBURY ð A compromise has been reached ð for now. The Northumberland County 

commissioners are expected to adopt the 2010 county budget today, despite a recent injunction 

filed by county President Judge Robert Sacavage to stop the proceedings.... - MILTON 

STANDARD  

 

Funding woes force libraries to cut hours 

HAVERFORD ð As libraries in Delaware County come to terms with this yearôs state budget 

funding cuts, some are choosing to scale back their hours to save costs. Haverford Library 

announced this week that, starting in the new year, it... - DELCO TIMES ( 151149/132052 ) 

http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.wgal.com/money/22088112/detail.html
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525608.html?nav=742
http://www.altoonamirror.com/
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/537367.html?nav=5011
http://www.sungazette.com/
http://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/premium/view.php?story=/premium/301212347264708.bsp
http://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/
http://www.dailyitem.com/0100_news/local_story_363223018.html
http://www.dailyitem.com/
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=20399105&BRD=2758&PAG=461&dept_id=572984&rfi=6
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/
http://standard-journal.com/articles/2009/12/30/news/doc4b3a1eaaeec10892787214.txt
http://standard-journal.com/
http://standard-journal.com/
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/12/30/news/doc4b3aca675e0f3147515306.txt
http://www.delcotimes.com/
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12/29 

Urban: Projected spending exceeds $130 million 

WILKES-BARRE - Projected spending in Luzerne County's 2010 budget jumped nearly $3 

million, and the proposed tax hike has increased from 18.5 percent to 23.5 percent, Luzerne 

County Commissioner Stephen A. Urban said Monday. 

 

Deal allows county to complete budget 

SUNBURY ð A temporary agreement hammered out during a 55-minute closed-door 

conference Monday will allow the Northumberland County commissioners to approve their 2010 

budget today. Daily Item 

 

Bradford County Library will cut hours  

WEST BURLINGTON TWP. - Fridays at the Bradford County Library will be a little shorter 

next year as a result of state budget cuts. 

 

12/28 

County controller urges bigger audit crackdown 

Allegheny County should invest more money to audit the millions of dollars in expenses billed to 

the county each year through outside contracts, in light of the misuse of county funds exposed by 

a recent audit of a Homewood community group, Controller Mark Patrick Flaherty said.... - TRIB  

 

Towing the line 

The Somerset County commissioners are to be commended for creating another budget that lives 

within the means of its existing revenue stream. The commissioners adopted a $36.5 million 

budget Tuesday that holds taxes... - SOMERSET DAILY  

 

Budget cuts squeeze Clearfield Co. bookmobile 

Budget cuts are making operations difficult for many organizations that receive money from the 

state. The Clearfield County Bookmobile is one organization that is making sacrifices in order to 

keep running. "We hope it's temporary," Dan Bogey, director of the Clearfield County... - DUB. 

COURIER-EXPRESS  

 

Judge takes on budget cuts today 

SUNBURY ð The next round of the dispute between the Northumberland County 

commissioners and President Judge Robert Sacavage will take place at a hearing today. The 

hearing is scheduled for 11 a.m. in Courtroom No. 1 of the county courthouse before Judge 

Michael Williamson, of Clinton County.... - DAILY ITEM  

 

Pennsylvania budget problems continue 

HARRISBURG - Pennsylvania's budget woes resemble a never-ending story. State government 

enters a new year having major fiscal challenges with shortfalls in monthly revenue forecasts, a 

drop in federal stimulus aid and the Rainy Day Fund tapped out. The national recession is taking 

its toll on Pennsylvanians. About 500,000... - HAZLE. STANDARD ( 150366/131319 ) 

 

12/27 

http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/urban-projected-spending-exceeds-130-million-1.514245
http://www.dailyitem.com/0100_news/local_story_363002414.html
http://thedailyreview.com/news/bradford-county-library-will-cut-hours-1.514232?localLinksEnabled=false
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_659670.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.dailyamerican.com/articles/2009/12/28/opinion/editorials/editorial204.txt
http://www.dailyamerican.com/
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=20398506&BRD=2758&PAG=461&dept_id=572984&rfi=6
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/
http://www.dailyitem.com/archivesearch/local_story_362000619.html
http://www.dailyitem.com/
http://www.standardspeaker.com/news/pennsylvania-budget-problems-continue-1.512925
http://www.standardspeaker.com/
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No tax hike in Lebanon County's 2010 budget 

The Lebanon County Board of Commissioners voted for final adoption of the 2010 budget 

Thursday, ending a process that began two months ago. 

 

Agencies seeing more people hit hard locally by economy, rising utilities 

These are tough times for anyone living paycheck to paycheck, and many in the area know the 

panic that comes with the possibility of living without a permanent address. 

 

12/24 

Crawford County budget holds line on taxes 

Commissioners hold millage rate; expenditures down $4M from '09 budget MEADVILLE -- 

Crawford County property owners won't have a tax increase, thanks to a cash carry-over that 

balances the $67 million county budget for... - ERIE TIMES  

 

Loan repayments could save county money in 2010 

Schuylkill County is now reaping the rewards of investments made a decade ago. At Wednesday 

morning's county commissioners meeting, county Administrator Mark Scarbinsky said the 

county has now recouped the last $2.2 million in economic development loans made in the late 

1990s.... - POTTS. REP.  

 

Westmoreland commissioner calls for budget cuts up to 15 percent 

Commissioner Charles Anderson on Wednesday called for up to 15 percent in budget cuts for 

Westmoreland County in 2011. Anderson said the 2010 spending plan approved yesterday -- 

with no tax increase -- was too expensive. The property tax rate will remain at 20.99 mills in the 

$314 million... - TRIB  

 

Bradford County commissioners pass $55.8 million county budget 

TOWANDA - The Bradford County commissioners on Wednesday adopted a $55.8 million 

county budget for 2010, which keeps the county property tax rate the same as it was in 2009. The 

Bradford County Salary Board, whose members include the three county... - TOWANDA DAILY  

 

Lasting impact: Social services continue to suffer after state budget fiasco 

Looking for a long-term impact from the budget impasse this year other than hard feelings 

between Democrats and Republicans? Search no further than many of the social services 

organizations in your community. The budget was finally passed ð 101 days late and the last... - 

PATRIOT  

 

York commissioners OK budget with no tax hike 

York County Commissioners kept their promise to freeze property taxes next year in part by 

cutting 59 jobs -- a $2 million savings -- and requesting department-heads to trim expenses by 5 

percent. Commissioners unanimously approved the final budget Wednesday morning,... - YORK 

DISPATCH  

 

County approves spending plan with tax increase 

Real estate taxes for the average property owner in Indiana County will increase about $4 per 

month under a 2010 budget and supporting tax structure approved Wednesday by the county 

http://www.ldnews.com/ci_14064756
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/537257.html?nav=5011
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091224/NEWS02/312239903/-1/ETN
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.republicanherald.com/news/loan-repayments-could-save-county-money-in-2010-1.508430
http://www.republicanherald.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_659279.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://thedailyreview.com/news/bradford-county-commissioners-pass-55-8-million-county-budget-1.508212
http://thedailyreview.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2009/12/lasting_impact_social_services.html
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://yorkdispatch.inyork.com/yd/local/ci_14056152?source=rss
http://yorkdispatch.inyork.com/
http://yorkdispatch.inyork.com/
http://online.indianagazette.com/articles/2009/12/24/news/doc4b337617cb2be862920611.txt
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commissioners. With a few adjustments, the tax structure and spending plan are the same as... - 

IND. GAZ.  

 

Commissioners approve budget with tax hike, employee layoffs 

Possibility of 14 layoff, four positions left unfilled By Greg V. Renninger CLARION NEWS 

Writer CLARION The Clarion County commissioners approved the 2010 county general fund 

budget yesterday. The $14,997,340 balanced spending... - CLARION NEWS  

 

Rendell may revisit drilling, income taxes 

By Amy Worden Inquirer Harrisburg Bureau HARRISBURG - Gov. Rendell said yesterday that 

he would again propose a tax on natural-gas drilling, and hinted that he might resurrect his 

proposal to raise the personal-income tax to cope with the next wave of budget crises.... - 

INQUIRER  

 

 

It's official: no county tax boost 

Lancaster County commissioners on Wednesday unanimously approved a $264 million budget 

for 2010.  

The spending plan holds the line on the county's real estate tax rate for the second year in a row. 

 

 

 

12/23 

County residents to see 23 percent tax increase 
BELLEFONTE ð Centre County property taxes will go up 23 percent next year under a budget 

plan commissioners approved Tuesday. The board voted 2-1 to approve an $80.9 million 2010 

budget and raise...  

 

Bedford County Commissioners OK budget after staff agrees to cut weekly hours.  

BEDFORD - Bedford County residents will not see an increase in millage for 2010, but there 

will be a cut in some staffers' hours to balance the county budget.  

 

12/22 

Clarion County budget comes down to the wire 

CLARION The Clarion County commissioners are due to approve the countyôs 2010 final 

budget today (Dec. 22) and itôs been a rough budget season for the county, as the commissioners 

have had to look at making some very difficult cuts. Most painful has been the need to slash 

about $507,000 in employee wages...   

 

Montour tax hike should be zero 

Taxes, taxes, damn taxes ... The 24 percent increase for Montour County taxpayers was what the 

row officers presented for their budgets. The 21 percent was what the commissioners presented 

to the taxpayers at the Dec. 8 meeting. At that meeting, taxpayers gave the commissioners ways 

to reduce the 21 percent...  

 

http://online.indianagazette.com/
http://www.theclarionnews.com/news/2009-12-24/Front_Page/Commissioners_approve_budget_with_tax_hike_employe.html
http://www.theclarionnews.com/
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20091224_Rendell_may_revisit_drilling__income_taxes.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/246676
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/story/1694851.html
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525404.html?nav=742
http://www.theclarionnews.com/news/2009-12-22/Front_Page/Clarion_County_budget_comes_down_to_the_wire.html
http://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/premium/view.php?story=/premium/298979668218473.bsp
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As property values fall, so do tax revenues 

IT'S NO NEWS that Bucks County hasn't conducted a countywide reassessment of property 

values in more than 30 years. Officials have managed to avoid ordering a politically sensitive but 

fundamentally necessary reassessment by keeping the matter out of the courts, and they've done 

that by placating...   

 

Prison board addresses budget needs, opportunities for cuts 

SUNBURY - The Northumberland County Prison Board will recommend to the commissioners a 

2010 prison budget of $3.4 million. The budget, which was approved after about an hour of 

healthy debate, is $300,000 more than the initial proposal of $3.1 million. That initial sum...   

 

Leaner Montco budget keeps taxes stable 

Though Montgomery County expects to take in $31 million less in 2010 revenue than it did in 

2009, the county has prevented a tax increase by cutting spending. The $407.7 million budget 

that commissioners approved yesterday includes a...  

 

12/21 

Top Story of 2009 series: County felt state budget impasse's impact 

COURTHOUSE ð Montgomery County government faced a double whammy this year when it 

had to endure not only sinking county revenues, but also lagging state funding during 

Harrisburgôs budget impasse last summer.... - NORRIS. HERALD  

 

Unemployment has social service agencies trying to do more with less 

In his 24 years in social work in Butler County, Al Lane, director of the local office for Catholic 

Charities, has gotten to know the people who have repeatedly landed in the government and 

charitable safety nets, often as their parents and grandparents did before them.... - POST-GAZ.  

 

County commissioners to vote on 2010 budget, tax increase 

BELLEFONTE ð Centre County commissioners are set for a final vote Tuesday on a 2010 

budget that includes a 23 percent property tax increase. Assistant Administrator Denise Elbell 

said the county offices are doing all they can to cut expenses, short of layoffs or eliminating 

programs.... - CENTRE DAILY  

 

Officials petition for Tax Increase ï Huntingdon - The Huntingdon County commissioners 

Friday asked President Judge Stewart Kurtz to allow them to raise taxes to balance their 2010 

budget. Commissioners Bill Hoover and Connie Kough Pittenger want a 3-mill tax increase from 

24 mills to 27 mills. Commissioners must receive court approval to raise taxes above the state's 

25-mill "soft cap" limit. Kurtz didn't immediately rule on the request. 

 

12/18 

County axes some raises; commissioners warn of lean 2010 

In an effort to pinch pennies during a troubled economy, Mercer County commissioners nixed 

most non-union raises among county employees for next year. Two department heads voted 

against that measure Thursday. Sharon Herald 

 

3.5-mill tax jump for county  

http://www.phillyburbs.com/opinions/opinion_details/article/453/2009/december/22/as-property-values-fall-so-do-tax-revenues.html
http://www.newsitem.com/news/prison-board-addresses-budget-needs-opportunities-for-cuts-1.504500
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20091222_Leaner_Montco_budget_keeps_taxes_stable.html
http://www.timesherald.com/articles/2009/12/20/news/doc4b2dadaa750c5617288405.txt
http://www.timesherald.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09354/1022069-407.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/story/1689809.html
http://www.centredaily.com/
http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/525284.html?nav=742
http://www.sharon-herald.com/local/local_story_351221931.html
http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/localnews/12-18-2009-washco-tax-increase
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Washington County property owners will be seeing an increase in their county tax bills for the 

first time in six years.  

On Thursday, the Washington County commissioners unanimously adopted a 2010 budget that 

calls for a 3.5-mill tax increase. Observer Reporter 

 

Tax increase included in Greene County 2010 budget 

WAYNESBURG - A tax increase is included in this year's Greene County budget. 

The Greene County Commissioners adopted the county's 2010 budget that includes an increase 

in property taxes for the first time since 2004. 

 

Commissioners adopt budget with no tax hike 

Following his Thursday presentation of Lycoming County's 2010 budget, county fiscal services 

director Robert J. Noll was asked to approach the commissioners and raise his right hand. 

 

Fayette boosts workers' wages 

Fayette County employees and taxpayers benefited Thursday when the Fayette County 

commissioners adopted a 2010 budget that includes raises for employees and no tax increase for 

taxpayers. Herald -Standard 

 

Chesco commissioners OK 2010 budget with no tax hike 

By Kathleen Brady Shea Inquirer Staff Writer Chester County commissioners said yesterday that 

repercussions from the economic crisis had motivated them to hold the lines on taxes, and 

they unanimously approved a 2010 budget of nearly $521 million.... - INQUIRER  

 

Fayette County taps its surplus to balance budget 

Fayette County residents won't endure a tax increase next year, but commissioners will dip into a 

$3 million surplus to balance the 2010 budget. Commissioners on Thursday voted unanimously 

to approve the $23.4 million spending plan, which includes projected revenues of $22.1 

million.... - TRIB  

 

Berks County commissioners approve budget for 2010; taxes unchanged 

The Berks County commissioners on Thursday adopted a $449 million budget for 2010 that 

holds the real estate tax rate at 6.935 mills, despite coming up short by $1 million on the revenue 

side. It reflects a reduction of $22.6 million, or nearly 5 percent, from the... - READING EAGLE  

 

12/17 

Montco commissioners balance budget 

They will take between $10.5 million to $11.5 million from a projected surplus of $46 million to 

balance the spending plan.  

The Montgomery County commissioners will have a balanced budget when they vote Monday 

on a finalized spending plan for next year. Doylestown Intelligencer 

 

Adams commissioners set tax rate 

Adams County commissioners approved an ordinance Wednesday that established the tax rate 

for the 2010 tax year.  

http://www.heraldstandard.com/news_detail/article/1631/2009/december/18/btax-increase-included-in-greene-county-2010-budget-b.html
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/536810.html?nav=5011
http://www.heraldstandard.com/news_detail/article/1253/2009/december/18/fayette-boosts-workers-wages.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20091218_Chesco_commissioners_OK_2010_budget_with_no_tax_hike.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/fayette/s_658336.html
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It's a rate that includes no tax hike in 2010, which was also reflected in the tentative budget 

commissioners approved Nov. 25. Evening Sun 

 

County budget tightens belt in state stalemateôs wake 

A lot of belt tightening went into Lycoming County's proposed 2010 budget and the result is a 

spending plan actually smaller than the one adopted in 2009. 

 

County budget 'down to the wire' 

By Barbara S. Miller, Staff writer, bmiller@observer-reporter.com This article has been read 239 

times. Washington County is required to have its spending plan - which contains a $6.15 million 

shortfall - available for public inspection for 30 days before a final budget is adopted.... - WASH. 

O.R.  

 

Montco commissioners balance budget 

They will take between $10.5 million to $11.5 million from a projected surplus of $46 million to 

balance the spending plan. The Montgomery County commissioners will have a balanced budget 

when they vote Monday on a finalized spending plan for next year.... - THE INTELLIGENCER  

 

Monroe County budget holds tax line 

By David Pierce Pocono Record Writer December 17, 2009 STROUDSBURG ð A $114 

million 2010 Monroe County budget with no tax increase won final approval Wednesday from 

the commissioners. The property tax rate will remain at 17.25 mills.... - POCONO RECORD  

 

Northampton County Executive John Stoffa wants to renegotiate county labor contracts 

By SARAH CASSI The Express-Times Northampton County Executive John Stoffa wants to 

renegotiate the county's labor contracts with its 11 unions as a cost-saving measure. Stoffa sent a 

letter dated the day before Thanksgiving to union officials, saying salaries and fringe benefits 

make up a large portion of the county's... - EASTON EXPRESS  

 

Surplus funds fill void in Bucks budget 

The commissioners decided to use $5.7 million from the surplus to balance the $447 million 

budget. A 3 percent increase will go to the county library system. Commissioners will take $5.7 

million from Bucks County's surplus to balance... - THE INTELLIGENCER ( 146919/128203 ) 

 

Agencies adjust after state budget impasse 

State funding has been reduced in many areas including public libraries, homeless assistance and 

day care centers in an effort to balance Pennsylvaniaôs budget. The agencies were without aid 

from July to October while legislators and... - WAYNE. RECORD ( 146867/128151 ) 

 

County unions likely to battle 12-day furlough plan 

The proposal to save money has been factored into the proposed 2010 budget. By Jennifer Learn-

Andes jandes@timesleader.com Luzerne County Reporter Luzerne Countyôs unions are expected 

to challenge the 12-day furlough of all employees, on the grounds that layoffs are supposed to be 

based on... - WB TIMES LEADER  
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County taxes to drop in 2010 

SUNBURY - Northumberland County residents will experience an overall decrease in their 

county taxes in 2010 as a result of last week's passage by the county commissioners of a tentative 

$63,085,712 budget that calls for a 4.5-mill decrease in debt service tax and a 1.33-mill increase 

in the... - NEWS ITEM  

 

Officials expected to OK tax increase 

WAYNESBURG - Commissioners will likely raise property taxes by about 19 percent at their 

morning meeting today. County leaders cite state budget cuts, coal depletion and higher costs 

for employee pension and health insurance as reasons behind the 1.22-mill... - WASH. O.R.  

 

12/16 

Delaware County taxes to rise 7.4% 

By Joelle Farrell Inquirer Staff Writer Taxes will go up 7.4 percent in Delaware County next 

year after the County Council unanimously passed a $309 million budget yesterday. With many 

local and school taxes rising as well, several county residents... - INQUIRER  

 

Erie County Council rejects request to restore jobs 

Erie County Council won't be putting $190,000 worth of jobs back into the county's 2010 

budget.  County Council on Tuesday night rejected three ordinances that would have restored 

county Economic Development Director Bob Spaulding's job, as well as two county maintenance 

positions.... - ERIE TIMES  

 

Budget is approved with $500,000 deficit 

MIFFLINTOWN - A 2010 budget with no tax increase received final approval from the Juniata 

County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday. 

However, a shortfall remains in the final numbers: Expenditures are projected at $7,925,184.74, 

while revenues are expected to be $7,336,011, leaving a projected deficit of $589,173.74. The 

Sentinel 

 

Average Tioga County property owner to see $125 hike in taxes 

WELLSBORO - The 1-mill tax increase in Tioga County's $73 million 2010 budget will 

generate about $1.3 million in revenues, based on 80 percent of property owners paying their 

taxes, Commissioner Sue Vogler said during Tuesday's meeting. Sun Gazette 

 

Fayette budget not likely to raise property taxes 

Fayette County property owners likely will not have to pay more county property taxes next 

year, according to the majority of Fayette County commissioners. 

Following Tuesday's agenda meeting, commission Chairman Vincent Zapotosky and 

Commissioner Vincent A. Vicites separately said they were not in favor of raising property taxes 

to balance the 2010 general fund budget. 

 

County budget holds line on taxes 

WEST CHESTER ð Despite early projections that the county was going to have to raise taxes 

to balance the 2010 budget, the commissioners announced Tuesday that they will approve a new 

budget that doesn't call for any new taxes or any cuts in services. Daily Local News 
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Commissioners, DA spar over budget 

BEDFORD - The Bedford County District Attorney's office suffered another setback Tuesday in 

a number-crunching effort by county commissioners to balance the budget. 

District Attorney Bill Higgins and Prothonotary Cathy Fetter, who are both facing staffing cuts, 

expressed concerns over a lack of communication with county commissioners. 

 

2010 Blair budget óextremely tightô 

HOLLIDAYSBURG - Blair County's 2010 budget has little money to handle unexpected 

expenses, commissioners said Tuesday. 

"This is an extremely tight budget," Commissioner Diane Meling said before she and fellow 

commissioners Terry Tomassetti and Donna Gority voted to approve the $67.09 million 

spending plan. 

 

Veterans outreach center deserve to be saved 

Government often commits its most unconscionable acts when no one is looking.  This couldn't 

have been more evident than shortly before Veterans Day when the Gov. Ed Rendell 

administration quietly canceled a program that has helped countless veterans for decades. The 

timing couldn't have been worse,... - ERIE TIMES  

 

12/15 

Court official taking heat  

SUNBURY ð While Northumberland County President Judge Robert B. Sacavage and the 

county commissioners squabble over spending at the courthouse, the actions and influence of the 

court administrator are being called into question by elected officials and other employees.... - 

DAILY ITEM  

 

Doing more with less: 2010 will be no different 

We give credit to the Clinton County commissioners for the extensive amount of work that is 

going into the 2010 county budget. Clearly, this is among the most difficult, yearly budget 

development... - LOCK HAVEN EXPRESS  

 

Castor aims to yank funding for drug court 

NORRISTOWN ð Montgomery County Judge Steven T. O'Neill went before the county 

commissioners last week defending his prized drug court that he argues is turning lives around 

and keeping nonviolent drug addicts out of an already overcrowded county prison. Although 

Commissioners James R. Matthews and Joseph Hoeffel voiced support... - POTTS. MERCURY  

 

Departments seek exemptions from budget cuts 

NORRISTOWN ð Montgomery County governmental departments were asked to cut their 

budgets by 5 percent for next year, and while many have lowered their expenses, most are asking 

for waivers. Last week, the commissioners weighed the requests from about 30... - POTTS. 

MERCURY  

 

Library copes with state fund cuts 

Faced with drastic reductions in state funding, the Bloomsburg Public Library Board of Directors 
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has just finalized a bare bones budget for 2010. Our patrons will notice changes as the library 

endeavors to keep its fiscal... - BLOOM. P.E.  

 

Board: Workers should get raise 

HOLLIDAYSBURG - Blair County commissioners are preparing to approve a $908 raise for 

150 nonunion employees in 2010. The cost, along with raises of 40 cents an hour for part-time 

nonunion employees, is built into the 2010 budget that commissioners will adopt... - ALTOONA 

MIRROR  

 

Library suppo rters sound off to Marseglia 

The Bucks County library system projects an $880,000 deficit due to a $775,000 drop in state 

funding. Nine Bucks County library advocates told Democratic Commissioner Diane Marseglia 

their branches have suffered after state funding cuts forced layoffs and reduced hours.... - 

BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES  

 

Despite deficit, court posts 2 vacancies 

The Luzerne County Court has posted two vacant positions, even though county commissioners 

said they were promised that vacancies would not be filled in light of the budget crisis. County 

President Judge Chester Muroski said the jobs for a deputy chief and... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Petrilla examines court cuts 

Faced with a deficit, county commissioner chairwoman meets with the judges. By Jennifer 

Learn-Andes jandes@timesleader.com Luzerne County Reporter Luzerne County Commissioner 

Chairwoman Maryanne Petrilla met with three county judges Monday afternoon to discuss the 

additional cuts and revenue... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Real estate taxes won't rise in '10 

Cumberland County residents won't have to dig deeper into their wallets to finance a $68.3 

million 2010 budget county commissioners unanimously adopted Monday. The budget, about $3 

million more than current spending, will be supported... - PATRIOT  

 

12/14 

Judge defends program 

COURTHOUSE ð This week Montgomery County Judge Steven T. OôNeill was before the 

commissioners defending the drug court he argues is turning lives around and keeping 

nonviolent drug addicts out of an already overcrowded county prison. Times Herald 

 

Officials weigh cuts, waivers 

COURTHOUSE ð Montgomery County governmental departments were asked to cut their 

budgets by 5 percent for next year, and while many have lowered their expenses, most are asking 

for waivers. Times Herald 

 

12/13 

Spend more time on expense cuts 

THE LUZERNE County commissioners rolled out a $127.2 million budget for 2010 last week, 
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but itôs painfully obvious they have considerable work remaining. The plan on the table calls for 

an 18.5 percent increase in real estate... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Cuts prompt Bedford library to reduce hours 

A Bedford County community staple has announced layoffs and a slash in operating hours in 

response to state and county cuts. Altoona Mirror 

 

2010 TCDC budget is down 

WELLSBORO - At $293,000, the Tioga County Development Corporation's 2010 budget 

adopted Friday is down about $64,000 from this year, attributed partly to the down economy. 

Sun Gazette 

 

12/12 

Clearfield County budget maintains tax rate 

Clearfield Progress 

The Clearfield County Commissioners voted to approve the preliminary 2010 budget with no tax 

increase at a special meeting ... 

 

 

12/11 

Franklin Co. plans property tax increase 

The Herald-Mail 

The Franklin County (Pa.) Commissioners plan to raise property taxes by half a mill in 2010. On 

Thursday, the commissioners approved their preliminary ... 

 

Taxes going up in Lawrence County 

Youngstown Vindicator 

NEW CASTLE, Pa. ð Lawrence County residents will be asked to pay about 15 percent more in 

county property taxes in 2010. County commissioners said that the ... 

 

Libraries to make cuts to balance books 

Patriot-News 

The $860000 funding loss, set in Pennsylvania's long-delayed 2009-10 budget passed in October, 

represents a 33 percent reduction in state funding for ... 

 

Allegheny County budget boosts funds for community college 

The Community College of Allegheny County will receive a $438,000 increase in its operating 

funds in the county's 2010 budget, which county Executive Dan Onorato signed Thursday. 

Valley News Dispatch 

 

Commissioners split on budget with 18 percent tax increase 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County Commissioner Stephen A. Urban and Commissioner 

Chairwoman Maryanne Petrilla voted Thursday to introduce a $127.2 million budget with an 

18.5 percent tax hike. Citizens Voice 

 

Commissioners: No tax increase in 2010 
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Budget agreement announced at a workshop meeting 

LEWISTOWN - Mifflin County's 2010 budget is balanced and there will be no tax increase. 

That was the announcement Thursday during a workshop meeting of the Mifflin County 

Commissioners on the ongoing budget process that came to an end earlier this week. 

 

No tax hike in county budget 

BEAVER ð The Beaver County Commissioners approved a balanced preliminary 2010 county 

budget on Thursday that increases spending by $6 million from this year, but does not raise 

property taxes.  

 

Spending plan passes ï for now 

Urban demands more cuts in final budget 

Luzerne County minority Commissioner Stephen A. Urban gave the second vote needed to pass 

a 2010 proposed budget Thursday, but he made it clear that he wonôt support the final spending 

plan on Dec. 30 without further drastic cuts. 

 

Norco avoids tax hike with more cuts 

Northampton County officials wiped out a proposed 2010 real estate tax increase Thursday, 

though in the process they cut $1 million from farmland preservation efforts and improvements 

at a county park. County Council has debated for weeks how to eliminate a 9.26 percent tax... - 

MORNING CALL  

 

12/10 

Wayne budget calls for small increase 

River Reporter 

By TOM KANE HONESDALE, PA ð Reluctantly, the Wayne County Commissioners 

announced that the 2010 budget calls for the elimination of five full-time and three ... 

 

Commissioners get earful on budget cuts 

Montgomery County government employees and department heads Wednesday made their 

opposition known, both orally and in writing, to proposals that the county commissioners are 

considering to close a $58.6 million revenue gap in the county's 2010 spending plan. 

 

York County is poised to run a deficit for the second year in a row.  

The deficit is not expected to have an impact on county operations, but a continued pattern of 

deficits could affect its credit rating, said Chuck Noll, county administrator/chief clerk. That 

could make it more expensive, or difficult, to borrow money. 

 

Tax hike appears imminent for Luzerne County  

Standard Speaker - Michael P. Buffer  

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County officials hope to end a budget impasse today with the 

introduction of a 2010 spending plan ...  

 

Director sounding alarm on state???s school pensions 

By Eleanor Chute, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Jeff Clay has been criss-crossing the state this year 

with a message. A big problem is looming in the state pension system that is going to 
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hit taxpayers hard, and officials can't keep pushing it off, said Mr. Clay, executive director of the 

Pennsylvania School Employees' Retirement System.... - POST-GAZ.  

 

12/9 

Commissioners work to reduce $700,000 deficit 

State funding, unconfirmed grant still are question marks for 2010 

LEWISBURG ð Commissioners in Union County hope to hold the line on taxes, but as 

Commissioner John Showers pointed out, this is a unique year in the county. 

 

Tax hike slashed to 1/4-mill  

21% increase initially proposed 

DANVILLE ð The Montour County commissioners have pared a proposed 21 percent real 

estate tax hike down to a quarter of a mill increase, or 8 percent, for 2010. 

 

Board continues to trim expenses to balance budget 

MIDDLEBURG ð The Snyder County commissioners adopted a tentative 2010 budget on 

Tuesday, but they still have some trimming to do, they said. 

 

Erie County executive wants jobs restored in 2010 budget 

Erie County Executive Mark DiVecchio wants five jobs put back into the county's 2010 budget -

- at a cost of more than $250,000 -- because he said the positions are essential to county 

operations. 

 

Judge threatens to take commissioners to court over budget 

SUNBURY ð Northumberland County President Judge Robert Sacavage said Tuesday he will 

take the county commissioners to court if they slash $500,000 from the courtôs budget next year. 

 

Lawrence officials face opposition to cuts  

Youngstown Vindicator - Mary Grzebieniak  

NEW CASTLE, Pa. ï Lawrence County commissioners took their meeting to Laurel High 

School on Tuesday in an effort to interest students in ...  

 

State Cuts Affect Local Programs, Mandates  

Gant Daily  

On Tuesday Stacy Locastro of Central PA Community Action informed the Clearfield County 

Commissioners that their Human Services Development contract has ...  

 

12/8 

Farmland preservation funds axed 

For the second year in a row, Lancaster County commissioners plan to slash the amount of 

money set aside for farmland preservation.  

Commissioners chairman Dennis Stuckey said Tuesday that the nearly 50 percent cut is a sign of 

the troubled economy, not an indication the board doesn't support the program. 

 

State budget cuts light in Lackawanna, but officials worry about next year  

Scranton Times-Tribune - Charles Schillinger  
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Despite two months passing since the budget was approved, the county continues to wait for 

final state funding amounts on some programs, said Teresa Osborne ... 

 

Bedford to cut $250,000 from budget 

BEDFORD - The Bedford County commissioners, who are trying to avoid a tax increase and 

handle a $250,000 deficit, had to make cuts in order to come up with their $14.89 million budget, 

Chairman Michael Herline said Monday. 

 

County still uncertain of 2010 spending plan 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County commissioners are scheduled to meet at 3 p.m. Thursday to 

introduce a 2010 budget, but officials are not sure if a spending plan will be unveiled. 

 

Skrepenak likely key to budget 

Luzerne County Commissioners have until 3 p.m. Thursday to release their proposed 2010 

budget, and the shape of that plan seems to be hinging on Commissioner Greg Skrepenak. 

 

Layoffs, tax hike in store, officials say 

Layoffs, a tax increase and reserve spending are in store for Perry County under a preliminary 

budget for 2010. The $15.3 million budget falls $196,213 short of revenue, 

prompting commissioners to propose laying off four or five employees and increasing... - 

PATRIOT  

 

12/7 

Cuts to youth detention center not unreasonable 

The number of juvenile offenders in the detention facility has been dropping for two reasons, 

local experts said. By TOM JOYCE Daily Record/Sunday News Updated: 12/06/2009 10:35:21 

PM EST Throughout the process of developing next year's pared-down budget, county... - YORK 

DAILY  

 

Prison costs up under Cambriaôs budget for 2010 

EBENSBURG ð Cambria County taxpayers will pay about 60 percent of the $7.33 million cost 

to operate the county prison in 2010, even though the state will be paying to house more state 

inmates in the facility. The prison cost is part of the $53.6 million general fund budget 

included... - JOHN. TRIB  

 

Council member looks to drink tax to help with budget 

A Pittsburgh City Council plan to tap the Allegheny County drink tax got a quick shut off from 

county Executive Dan Onorato's office Friday. Council members at a meeting on the 2010 

budget argued that the $26.3 million the county gets from its 7 percent levy on served alcohol 

comes... - POST-GAZ.  

 

Legislature prodded to pay up on projects 

Rendell asks lawmakers to act quickly on money for construction Monday, December 07, 

2009 By Tom Barnes, Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau HARRISBURG -- The Rendell 

administration says the state could become a deadbeat, unable to make payments of millions of 

dollars owed for completed... - POST-GAZ.  
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Franklin County's tourism promotions count heavily on Ben Franklin this year 

Chambersburg Public Opinion 

Pennsylvania legislators were three months late with a gaunt state budget. Franklin County 

Commissioners are struggling with shrinking sources of cash and ... 

 

Northampton County Council restores environmental conservation coordinator to budget 

EASTON | Three days after voting to remove funding for the environmental conservation 

coordinator position, Northampton County council put the money back. 

 

Nonprofits feel recessionôs sting 

WILKES-BARRE ï While the state budget impasse dragged on for three months, Sara Hansen 

found ways to keep the free in the Osterhout Free Library. Hansen, the executive director of the 

120-year-old institution, pared expenses during the wait for state funds by cutting back services 

and... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Budget crunch means fewer new books at Erie County's libraries 

The Erie County Public Library's 2010 budget is a tale of limited resources, with a subplot of 

how one tough financial decision can affect another.  Blasco Library, which had faced the 

possibility of reduced hours come January, still will be open on Sundays in 2010.... - ERIE 

TIMES  

 

Northampton County Council restores environmental conservation coordinator to budget 

EASTON | Three days after voting to remove funding for the environmental conservation 

coordinator position, Northampton County council put the money back. Council voted 7-2 

Thursday to reinstate the funding for job, which is held by Thomas Dittmar. "Some of us made a 

mistake. Now we can all do the right thing," said... - EASTON EXPRESS  
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Berks County has a lot riding on plan to charge tolls on I-80 

Reading Eagle 

By Darrin Youker Pennsylvania is again seeking Federal Highway Administration approval to 

charge tolls on I-80, expected to generate an additional $450 ... 

 

Lawrence Co. to ask 2 unions for concessions 

Youngstown Vindicator 

By Mary Grzebieniak NEW CASTLE, Pa. ð Lawrence County commissioners will ask the two 

unions that represent about half the county's employees to give up the 

 

Petrilla: Balanced budget by next week questionable 

Wilkes Barre Times-Leader 

A mill is a $1 tax for every $1000 in assessment. At the current rate, county taxes are $680 on a 

property worth $150000. Increasing taxes one mill would ... 
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Counties fight for more court funding 

Daily American Online - Somerset,PA,USA 

At a hearing before the court Wednesday, Robert L. Knupp, an attorney for the County 

Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania, argued that the court should 
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Somerset Co. Property Taxes Stay Flat For 2010 

WJACtv.com 

SOMERSET, Pa. -- Somerset County officials met Wednesday afternoon to unveil the proposed 

$36.4 million county budget for 2010. ... 

 

With pension change, Norco tax hike shrinks 

County budget gap also diminishes, thanks to alternative calculation method. Northampton 

County's possible 2010 real estate tax increase has shrunk to about 2.8 percent because of a 

pension change, which county lawyers agreed... - MORNING CALL  

 

Park system gets reduced funding 

Montgomery County will have $345,000 less to spend on its park system next year. County chief 

finance officer Randall K. Schaible said that the state, facing its own budget woes, has advised 

county officials that the funds it... - THE INTELLIGENCER  

 

Tax Hike averted despite cuts in state aid County releases 2010 budget 

Morning Times 

Smith assessed the severity of the increase in health insurance costs in Bradford County as 

ñabout averageò compared to other counties in Pennsylvania, ... 

 

County eyeing unpaid days off 

All Luzerne County employees will likely have to take 12 days off without pay next year to 

balance the 2010 budget, the administration told union leaders and row officers in separate 

meetings Thursday. Row officers were also told that they will have to slash 5 percent more... - 

WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Property taxes in Berks main topic at lawmaker's town hall 

Reading Eagle 

She said her company must sell $150000 in merchandise a year just to pay its property tax and 

health insurance bills. "We work 60 to 70 hours a week to pay ... 

 

Northampton County Council voices support for Gracedale nursing home 

EASTON | Northampton County Council made it clear Thursday that members don't support 

closing Gracedale nursing home. County officials have discussed the possibility of selling the 

county-owned nursing home or downsizing the number of beds to make room for human... - 

EASTON EXPRESS ( 141277/123353 ) 
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INDIANA COUNTY: Tax increase likely in 2010 

Indiana Gazette 
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By LAUREN DALEY, ldaley@indianagazette.net The Indiana County Board of Commissioners 

approved a proposed budget Wednesday that calls for a 3.89 mill ... 

 

No tax hike in Somerset County 

The Tribune-Democrat 

The budget will be on display in the commissioners' offices and more information is available on 

the county Web site, www.co.somerset.pa.us. ... 

 

Lawrence County property taxes rise 

Youngstown Vindicator 

Treasurer Richard Rapone reported that $1.2 million is still outstanding in 2009 county property 

taxes, and he is pushing late taxpayers to send in the ... 

 

PA budget cuts degrade environmental agencies 

River Reporter - Narrowsburg,NY,USA 

Pennsylvania will receive an unanticipated lease payment for natural gas extraction. Because 

state parks are integral to the economies of the communities in 

 

Revenue shortfall threatens state budget 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette It's too early to panic, but a second straight difficult budget year could be 

shaping up for Gov. Ed Rendell and the state Legislature. For the fourth month in a row, the state 

Revenue Department said yesterday,... - POST-GAZ.  

 

Erie County hotel tax revenues take a hit 

Hotel tax revenues in Erie County have slid 4.7 percent this year, an apparent victim of a tight 

economy and a cool, wet summer.  Erie County hotels had collected $44.9 million in room 

receipts through the end of October, down more than $2 million from the $47.1 million they... - 

ERIE TIMES  
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Pa. cuts continue to impact Blair budget 

Altoona Mirror 

Gority said she was happy to receive the payment that will help the county's budget and it 

reflects well on Altoona Regional. 

 

Pay freeze for County officials; Lehman: Balanced budget is no ñvictoryò 

NewsLanc 

During a special Tuesday evening meeting to discuss the proposed 2010 County Budget, the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to set the salary increase for all ... 

 

Public hearing planned on county taxes 

Bucks County taxpayers will get their first and only chance to comment on the budget in public 

at a hearing set for 5:30 p.m. Thursday at the courthouse in Doylestown. For the past three years, 

no members of the public have attended the budget hearing.... - BUCKS COUNTY COURIER 

TIMES  

 

mailto:ldaley@indianagazette.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_336160743.html&ct=ga&cd=_TBygMhih8Q&usg=AFQjCNGD8WjgaCEGQJCB9pWJFw7kaz0aNw
http://www.co.somerset.pa.us/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.vindy.com/news/2009/dec/03/lawrence-county-property-taxes-rise/%3Fnewswatch&ct=ga&cd=QVgi_KOQ9ig&usg=AFQjCNE9DHnXv2A7gUEpmjkdb8iDdoEtcA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.riverreporter.com/issues/09-12-03/head1-budget.html&ct=ga&cd=CGmnhF2pACs&usg=AFQjCNGADf8LrQ1d7IkPquEotgRG3QD0dw
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09337/1018069-454.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091203/NEWS02/312039914/-1/ETN
http://www.goerie.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/524860.html%3Fnav%3D742&ct=ga&cd=zehVfXOLMUU&usg=AFQjCNGWUbDYDTLnGiSYRu96GwlMYqVGiA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://newslanc.com/2009/12/02/pay-freeze-for-county-officials-lehman-balanced-budget-is-no-victory/&ct=ga&cd=zehVfXOLMUU&usg=AFQjCNGCvc3cjO190BQnHjXbCo9c-bmetg
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/news_details/article/28/2009/december/02/public-hearing-planned-on-county-taxes.html
http://www.phillyburbs.com/
http://www.phillyburbs.com/


29 

 

23 percent tax increase in preliminary budget 

Leaders say they'll look closer at spending plan Anne Danahy - 

adanahy@centredaily.com BELLEFONTE ð Centre County commissioners voted 2-1 Tuesday 

to approve a tentative $80.7 million budget for 2010 that includes a 1.5-mill tax... - CENTRE 

DAILY  

 

$375 million in Pennsylvania IOUs put public projects in limbo 

HARRISBURG -- Pennsylvania can't make $375 million in payments to contractors on some 

publicly funded redevelopment projects because of a delay in approving bonds, a top aide to 

Gov. Ed Rendell said Tuesday. Budget Secretary Mary Soderberg said the state stopped 

making... - TRIB  

 

Holding the line | Budget news buoys Cambria taxpayers 

What a wonderful difference a year makes. Cambria County taxpayers last week were given an 

early Christmas present when the commissioners announced that there apparently would be no 

need to raise taxes in the 2010 budget. We can only hope, and urge, that the news be equally 

cheery as local... - JOHN. TRIB  

 

County budget has no tax increase 

Property reassessment not addressed in spending plan Wednesday, December 02, 2009 By 

Karamagi Rujumba, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Boasting of yet another year with no property tax 

increase, Allegheny County Council yesterday approved a $773.5 million budget for 2010.... - 

POST-GAZ.  

 

Allegheny County budget 9th in a row without tax increase 

Allegheny County Council Tuesday unanimously approved a 2010 budget with no tax 

increase. The $773.5 million operating budget is the ninth in a row without a tax increase, 

Council President Rich Fitzgerald said.... - TRIB  
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Pa. cuts continue to impact Blair budget  

Altoona Mirror - Kay Stephens  

Gority said she was happy to receive the payment that will help the county's budget and it 

reflects well on Altoona Regional. "That means they're in good ...  

 

Northampton County Council proposes gambling revenue, recalculating pensions to trim 

proposed budget increase 

Tuesday, December 01, 2009 By EDWARD SIEGER The Express-Times EASTON | 

Northampton County Council tried to whittle away at a proposed 9.3 percent property tax 

increase Monday by using projected gaming revenue and recalculating the county's pension 

obligation. Council appears poised to dip even further into the county's budget surplus... - 

EASTON EXPRESS  

 

County stepped up when the state didn't 

During this time of Thanksgiving and gratitude, I wanted to take the opportunity to thank the 

Lehigh County Board of Commissioners and administrators. As we are all aware, the state 
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budget has been cut. The county board and administrators, in their wisdom, chose to utilize 

the... - MORNING CALL  

 

State budget cuts hitting development commission 

By KATHY MELLOTT  The Tribune-Democrat ALTOONA ð The three dozen employees at 

the Southern Alleghenies Planning and Development Commission are finding themselves 

handling more tasks than in the past while traveling less and working with only 

essential supplies.... - JOHN. TRIB  

 

Council trims part of tax increase for Northampton 

Northampton County Council agreed Monday on budget changes that would cut part of a 

proposed 9.26 percent real estate tax hike, but council members couldn't agree on additional cuts 

to eliminate the tax increase. In a roughly three-hour meeting, council approved amendments that 

freed up... - MORNING CALL  
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Table games not done deal 

The final piece to the tardy budget leaves a $200 million hole. Seven weeks after agreeing to a 

spending plan that was 101 days late, state lawmakers finished their turkey before the last $200 

million portion of their $27.8 billion budget was complete. That money is expected to come from 

the legalization of casino table games,... - BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES  

 

Hard days ahead 
Scranton Times-Tribune 

This year has also been especially fraught because of the Pennsylvania budget crisis, which 

paralyzed civic and social organizations across the commonwealth ... 

 

Kids in poverty: Numbers higher in Monroe than any other county in Pa. 

The faltering economy has swollen the ranks of needy children in Monroe County faster than in 

any other county in Pennsylvania. Since 2001, the percentage of local students who are at or near 

poverty soared 76 percent ð more than five times the rate in the state overall,... - POCONO 

RECORD  

 

A look at York County projects paid for with federal stimulus money 

Millions in stimulus money is coming into York County. Here are a few projects that are going 

on: A dozen police departments in York County will share a $579,552 Justice Assistance Grant 

to help pay for equipment and personal protective gear. Items the departments plan to put the 

money toward include computers,... - YORK DAILY  

 

Budget shortfall may put hold on road projects 

The next four years are not going to be good ones for transportation and transit construction 

projects in Southeast Pennsylvania. The five-county region will receive about $380 million less 

than anticipated from the state for road, highway and transit projects planned... - THE 

INTELLIGENCER  
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Budget shortfall may put barricades on projects 

Pennsylvania is providing less money to counties for transportation and transit efforts. The next 

four years are not going to be good ones for transportation and transit construction projects in 

Southeast Pennsylvania. The five-county region will receive about $380 million less than... - 

BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES  
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Local governments' needs ignored 

HARRISBURG - State government's fiscal problems have been so serious this year that not 

much was done to help local governments struggling to remain in the black. An early proposal 

by Gov. Ed Rendell to give counties an option to levy a sales tax went by the wayside as the state 

revenue deficit for fiscal... - WB CIT. VOICE  

 

Sandi Vito gives reasons for veterans' program cuts 

I understand the anger from supporters of the Governorôs Veterans Outreach and Assistance 

Centers about cuts to their grants (ñAs I See It,ò Nov. 25). Many worthy programs were cut in 

this budget, including more than $21 million in work force development funding.... - PATRIOT  
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Volunteers fill gaps at parks hit by budget cuts 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, which oversees the parks, lost a third of 

its staff in the latest round of state budget cuts. ... 
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Squeezed libraries weigh program cuts 

Geneva Newell, a Hampden Elementary School third-grader, is a big fan of the Cumberland 

County Library System. The 8-year-old is a voracious reader. Getting books for free from the 

Fredricksen and Simpson libraries in Camp Hill and Mechanicsburg saves her military family a 

lot of money, she said.... - PATRIOT  

 

Farmers' pleas go unheeded 

Despite pleas from farmers, the Lebanon County Commissioners held firm Wednesday on their 

denial of $175,000 that the Lebanon County Conservation District requested for 2010 for its 

general operations. Adam Hain, a North Lebanon Twp. farmer who was one of about 25 farmers 

at... - PATRIOT  

 

With budgets looming, counties seek to close gaps 

Across the Pennsylvania suburbs, counties are finding that the harsh economy has translated into 

shortages of cash when it comes to forging 2010 budgets. After encountering stagnant property-

tax revenue and leaping costs for... - INQUIRER  

 

The county budget groupies think that you are stupid 

Editor: Knock, knock. Who's there? The Luzerne County 2010 budget. I have a hefty bill for 

you that I want you to pay. And, how much is this bill pray tell? It's about $312,000; a bill 
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that unbeknownst to you doesn't qualify as an essential expense. But, hey, since... - WB CIT. 

VOICE  

 

Pike Library to stay open without 1-mill tax increase 

MILFORD - With the November election defeat of a proposed 1-mill tax to support it, the Pike 

County Public Library is facing an uncertain future. The tax, which would have generated about 

$900,000 annually, was voted down... - SCRANTON TIMES  

 

Squeezed libraries weigh program cuts 
Geneva Newell, a Hampden Elementary School third-grader, is a big fan of the Cumberland 

County Library System. The 8-year-old is a voracious reader. Getting books for free from the 

Fredricksen and Simpson libraries in Camp Hill and Mechanicsburg saves her military family a 

lot of money, she said.... - PATRIOT  
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Overview Of City, County Budget Proposals 
WGAL 

In Dauphin County, there will be no property tax hike. But there will be a 4 percent increase in 

spending over last year. Harrisburg City unveiled a budget ... 

 

Dauphin County Frets over Harrisburg Budget 

WHTM-TV 

Harrisburg, Pa. - Dauphin County's proposed 2010 budget was made public Wednesday. 

Commissioners were pleased that there was no increase in taxes. ... 

 

No Tax Hike in Cumberland County Budget Plan 

WHTM-TV 

Carlisle, Pa. - The Cumberland County Board of Commissioners says it is proposing a 2010 

budget that contains no tax increase despite a drop in revenues as ... 

 

Commissioners hope to approve preliminary budget Dec. 8 

Clearfield Progress 

The county last increased taxes in 2006, McCracken said. The commissioners are hoping to 

approve the preliminary budget at their Dec. ... 

 

11/25 

Cambria taxes will not increase 

The Tribune-Democrat 

Cambria's total property tax millage will remain unchanged at 26.9 mills, with each mill 

producing about $1.1 million in revenue. Most of the millage ï 20.6 ... 

 

Montour County real estate taxes to rise 21% 

DANVILLE ð Residents peppered the Montour County Commissioners with questions about 

ways to reduce a 24 percent real estate tax increase in the 2010 budget. As of Tuesday nightôs 

meeting, the commissioners have been able to... - DAILY ITEM  
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Bucks County to unveil budget today 

Taxpayers will get first look at Bucks' 2010 spending plan. Bucks County taxpayers will learn 

this afternoon whether a budget shortfall could force commissioners to raise taxes, tap the rainy 

day fund, reduce services or enact some combination of all three.... - BUCKS COUNTY 

COURIER TIMES  

 

York County stares down 2010 without tax hike 

York County taxpayers should prepare for some welcome news when the county passes its 

budget in December. For the first time in five years, the county commissioners are not 

planning to raise property taxes. "We knew in this economy there was no way we wanted to raise 

taxes on our... - YORK DISPATCH  

 

County commissioners expect to unveil budget today 

County commissioners expect to unveil next year's preliminary county budget at this morning's 

meeting. At 10 a.m., county administrator Chuck Noll is scheduled to make a presentation at the 

start of the commissioner's regular... - YORK DAILY  

 

Proposed budget unveiled 

The Montgomery County Commissioners will unveil a preliminary budget for 2010 Wednesday 

that proposes a five percent cut in all county departments. But even with the recommended 

reductions, the county still faces an $11 million shortfall, according to Commissioners Chairman 

James R. Matthews. The Times Herald 

 

Montco budget plan won't 'satisfy everybody' 

NORRISTOWN ð The Montgomery County Commissioners will unveil a preliminary budget 

for 2010 today that proposes a 5 percent cut in all county departments. But even with the 

recommended reductions, the county still faces an $11 million shortfall, according to 

commissioners' Chairman... - POTTS. MERCURY  

 

County doesn't owe $30 million ... it owes $460 million 

Editor: Instead of trying to reduce the 2010 budget by $30 million for this year, why doesn't 

Luzerne County try to reduce their $460 million deficit (obligation) that they have accumulated 

over the multitude of years they... - WB CIT. VOICE ( 138281/120702 ) 

 

County workers could seek second jobs 

NORRISTOWN ð Montgomery County's proposed budget for next year is calling for county 

workers to pay a portion of their health-care benefits, and if approved could force employees in 

low-wage positions to seek second jobs to help pay their bills, according to Sheriff John P. 

Durante.... - LANS. REPORTER  

 

Closing outreach centers shows little respect for Pennsylvania veterans 

By Patriot-News Op-Ed  ñWhat did you do in the war Daddy? Well, son, like 99 percent of 

the population, I managed to stay out of it. But I did support the troops. We all did in those days. 

Bumper stickers, rallies, cookies, you name it. It... - 

 

http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/courier_times/courier_times_news_details/article/28/2009/november/25/bucks-county-to-unveil-budget-today.html
http://www.phillyburbs.com/
http://www.phillyburbs.com/
http://yorkdispatch.inyork.com/yd/local/ci_13865009?source=rss
http://yorkdispatch.inyork.com/
http://ydr.inyork.com/ydr/newsfull/ci_13860432
http://ydr.inyork.com/
http://www.timesherald.com/articles/2009/11/25/news/doc4b0cb7cb6d332166555011.txt
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2009/11/25/news/srv0000006918781.txt
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://www.citizensvoice.com/opinion/letters/county_doesn_t_owe_30_million_it_owes_460_million
http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.thereporteronline.com/articles/2009/11/25/news/srv0000006905475.txt
http://www.thereporteronline.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2009/11/closing_outreach_centers_shows.html


34 

 

Three Butler County deputies spared from January layoff 

Three Butler County sheriff's deputies who were scheduled for permanent layoff at the end of the 

year will not lose their jobs. The jobs are being spared because it makes economic sense, said 

Dale Pinkerton, chairman of the Butler County commissioners. The county would have been 

forced to spend about $1,400 weekly on... - POST-GAZ.  

 

State Courts at the Tipping Point 

State courts are not just another government agency. They are at the center of the nationôs legal 

system and enforcement of the rule of law, handling more than 95 percent of all civil and 

criminal litigation. This vital institution ð constitutionally, an independent, co-equal branch... - 

NY TIMES  

 

Pocono libraries face cuts in staff, service, materials 

Monroe County's public libraries could see fewer programs and services after an across-the-

board cut in state funding next year. The state reduced funding to libraries by 20 percent in 2010, 

but the local impact varies. Related Stories  * Fair to support Pocono Mountain Community 

Library this weekend... - POCONO RECORD  

 

Clearfield Co. budget work continues 

The Clearfield County Commissioners continue to chisel away at the 

budget deficit. Commissioner Joan Robinson-McMillen said Tuesday the county is 

"diligently working" on the budget. She said after meeting with department heads and... - DUB. 

COURIER-EXPRESS  

 

State budgets lean on property sales, leases 

Some states, struggling to balance their budgets, are selling or leasing public property, including 

state office buildings, prisons and major toll ways. While a quick way to raise revenue, this 

strategy is attacked by some... - STATELINE.ORG  

 

Montco budget: 'Stay tuned' 

Commissioners have a huge spending gap to fill with the budget due to be announced 

today. Montgomery County commissioners on Wednesday still had a spending gap to fill with 

less than 24 hours remaining before they unveil the county's... - THE INTELLIGENCER  

 

Three Butler County deputies spared from January layoff 

Three Butler County sheriff's deputies who were scheduled for permanent layoff at the end of the 

year will not lose their jobs. The jobs are being spared because it makes economic sense, said 

Dale Pinkerton, chairman of the Butler County commissioners. The county would have been 

forced to spend about $1,400 weekly on... - POST-GAZ.  

 

11/24 

Lawrence County Government Shuts Down 

KDKA  

A lot of local and county governments have been hard hit by this economic recession and by 

budget cuts from Harrisburg, but only one county in Pennsylvania 
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Tax-exempt fees proposed for Pa. 

Brookline's Fontana says large nonprofits should pay for services 

Large tax-exempt landowners would have to pay their host cities fees based on the size of their 

buildings, under legislation that state Sen. Wayne Fontana plans to introduce next week.  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 

Human service budgets cut 

Like many people living through these tough economic times, Fayette County's human service 

providers are learning how to make due with less. The county is receiving $138,699 less than last 

year from the state for two separate human service allocations. The reduced funds are for the 

Human Service Development Fund (HSDF) and the... - UNION. HERALD  

 

Eri e County government getting state payments; no longer needs bank loan 

State money flowing after budget deal By KEVIN 

FLOWERS kevin.flowers@timesnews.com Erie County government no longer plans to borrow 

up to $50 million to ensure cash flow and pay operating expenses because of the recent state... - 

ERIE TIMES  

 

11/23 

Food warehouse's state funding reduced 

Sharon Herald 

... Mercer County will be getting $188000 from Pennsylvania this week, nearly three months 

later than it usually gets its allocation from the state budget. ... 

 

11/22 

Lebanon County says no funding for Conservation District 

The Lebanon County commissioners have decided not to fund the county Conservation District 

as they continue to fine tune the 2010 budget.  

When budget hearings ended in October, the county's general fund budget stood at about $37 

million and included $1.4 million in reserve. At that time, the commissioners stated there was a 

wish list of funding requests from county agencies that it would review before introducing the 

budget on Dec. 3. 

 

11/20 

Guards will fight salary freeze 

The union representing corrections officers at Lancaster County Prison said Thursday it is 

"prepared to fight back" against the county commissioners' decision to reject 7-percent raises 

awarded to the officers by an arbitration panel.... - INTELLIGENCER JOURNAL  

 

Don't sell Gracedale to private provider 

Friday, November 20, 2009 I sincerely hope and pray Northampton County never sells 

Gracedale Nursing Home. If I was a millionaire I'd provide the dollars to cover any shortfall. My 

mother spent two years there with the best care anyone could receive. In... - EASTON EXPRESS  

 

Last notices to state workers losing jobs expected to go out today 

Heather Logan was out sick with the flu when the call came Wednesday. It was from Jack 
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Leighow, the man who hired her for a state job seven years ago, telling her that she was being 

laid off effective Monday. Logan is a visitor services manager with The State Museum of 

Pennsylvania.... - PATRIOT  

 

County budget $21 million in red 

A preliminary budget approved Thursday by Westmoreland County commissioners includes no 

tax increases but lists a deficit of more than $21 million for 2010. Although the spending plan is 

expected to be pared down during the next... - TRIB  

 

2010 budget proposal holds line on taxes 

The economy and the price of gas might not be stable, but Cumberland County's tax rate will be 

for 2010. County commissioners have all but assured that by unveiling a $68.3 million proposed 

budget for next year that won't require a tax increase.... - PATRIOT  

 

11/19 

Monroe County borrows $6.5M for pension, projects 

STROUDSBURG ð The Monroe County commissioners borrowed $6.475 million Wednesday 

to shore up the employee pension fund and upgrade county facilities. A bit more than $5 million 

in bond spending ð tax-free at 4 percent interest over 15 years ð will be used during the next 

three years for capital projects.. 

 

Our view: Program cuts make it harder for smokers to quit 

1, Pennsylvania's cigarette tax increased by 25 cents, to $1.60, to help balance the state budget. 

"Little cigars" will also be taxed starting Jan. 4. ... GoErie.com 

 

No tax increase in Berks County budget 

Pottstown Mercury 

Scott, calling the proposed budget "nearly break-even," applauded the efforts of the budget 

department and noted that many Pennsylvania counties were in far ... 

 

One-year Sunnyview contract ratified in Butler County 

As the ink dries on a new labor agreement between Butler County and its nursing home labor 

force, attention is turning to hammering out a consensus with the largest group of unionized 

workers in the county courthouse and... - POST-GAZ.  

 

11/18 

Lackawanna County eliminates 27 positions to save $1.25m 

Lackawanna County has eliminated 27 positions - 14 through immediate layoffs - to save $1.25 

million next year and stave off a tax increase, commissioners said Tuesday. The 27 layoffs were 

made Friday. An additional two employees laid off in the county controller's office were 

reinstated by commissioners Monday... - SCRANTON TIMES  

 

Erie County Council passes 2010 county budget 

Erie County Council met its goal and reduced the property tax increase proposed by County 

Executive Mark DiVecchio in the county's 2010 General Fund budget.  But council had to 
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eliminate 20 county jobs to do it. County Council on Tuesday night approved an $89.5 million 

General Fund... - ERIE TIMES  

 

County eliminates 10 positions with more cuts possible 

SUNBURY ð Citing a need to cut the cost of county government and balance the 2010 budget, 

the Northumberland County commissioners voted on Tuesday to eliminate 10 positions during a 

tense salary board meeting. The county positions eliminated, effective Dec. 31, include: field 

auditor... - MILTON STANDARD  

 

Northampton County Council considers selling Gracedale, parkland 

EASTON | The deadline to pass a Northampton County 2010 budget is approaching, and council 

members are considering several ideas to avoid the proposed 9.3 percent property tax 

increase. Some ideas include selling the Gracedale nursing home and auctioning off... - EASTON 

EXPRESS  

 

Sheriff blasts moves to cut Montco benefits 

Requiring Montgomery County government employees to pick up part of the tab for their health 

care benefits, freezing their salaries and instituting payless holidays could jeopardize public 

safety, according to county Sheriff John P. Durante. "I will say for the record that these proposed 

changes in next year's... - THE INTELLIGENCER  

 

Budget cuts could close Arendtsville branch of Adams County library 

The Arendtsville branch of the Adams County Library System might close by the end of the year 

because of a budget shortfall of roughly $243,000. Adams County Library System director Rob 

Lescher said the state cut funding to the library system by 20 percent, leading the system's 

overall revenue... - YORK DAILY ( 135173/117847 ) 

 

Berks County proposes no tax increase in $446.3 million budget 

The Berks County commissioners Tuesday introduced a proposed $446.3 million budget for 

2010 that holds the property tax rate at 6.935 mills and reduces costs by 5.4 percent over the 

current year. The spending plan includes a shortfall of $750,000 to be covered by reserve... - 

READING EAGLE  

 

County sale of Oakland site back on 

Hotel to replace Health Department office building, property Wednesday, November 18, 

2009 By Karamagi Rujumba, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Allegheny County Council yesterday 

approved the much-debated sale of the county Health Department building in Oakland and did 

not contest County... - POST-GAZ. ( 135011/117687 ) 

 

County leaders plan to trim tax increase 
BELLEFONTE ð Property owners will see their county real estate taxes increase by 2 mills ð 

30 percent ð if county commissioners don't find places to cut from next year's 

budget. Commissioners havenôt reached a consensus about how to do that, but on... - CENTRE 

DAILY  
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County cuts 10 positions to save estimated $380K in 2010 

SUNBURY - On a split vote Tuesday afternoon, members of the Northumberland County Salary 

Board eliminated 10 positions that will save the county approximately $380,000 in 

2010. Although the positions, four of which are in row offices, will be eliminated, some of the 

individuals currently in those posts may be moved... - NEWS ITEM  

 

Armstrong County spending plan calls for no increase in taxes 

There will be no increase in spending or in taxes and no loss of services for residents in a 

proposed 2010 Armstrong County budget of $17.9 million presented to the public by the county 

commissioners yesterday. In projecting a general fund budget that is about $4,600 less than 

last... - KITT. LEADER ( 135517/118165 ) 

 

State of misery: Jobs, oversight and heritage become budget victims 

The passage of the state budget, which involved hard choices forced by a sour economy, has 

come home with a vengeance. It took an unconscionable time to approve, and it seems all that 

political anguish bought was pain and disappointment.... - POST-GAZ.  

 

No tax increase, but budget deficit looms 

MIFFLINTOWN - Juniata County Commissioners approved a tentative 2010 budget with no tax 

increases during their weekly public meeting Tuesday in Mifflintown.  However, the way current 

numbers look, the county could face a deficit of $589,173.74. Expenditures are projected at 

$7,925,184.74, while revenues... - LEWIS. SENTINEL  

 

Blair Introduces $67.1-Million Spending Plan  

Commissioner Terry Tomassetti says the budget includes a $200,000 contribution to the countyôs 

pension fund and covers an expected 30-percent increase in healthcare costs. Tomassetti says the 

budget will barely allow the county to get by next year. 

 

No tax hikes in Blairôs 2010 budget 

HOLLIDAYSBURG - Blair County 2010 property tax bills will remain at current levels, 

commissioners said Tuesday when introducing a $67.09 million spending plan for next year. "It's 

a difficult budget but one which evidences our continuing effort to... - ALTOONA MIRROR  

 

Budget crisis closing historical sites 

On Monday, state officials released a list of 11 sites owned and operated by the Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museum Commission that may close this winter, including several in the 

area. Kirk Wilson, a spokesman for the PHMC, said his agency's budget was cut by... - LANS. 

REPORTER  

 

County earns top marks from bond-rating agencies 

WEST CHESTER ð Basketball junkies are known to be impressed with a player that records a 

"triple double" ð double figures in points, rebounds and assists. Government observers might 

then be said to regard Chester County with some newfound respect after it announced a rare 

"triple-triple" ð ratings of... - WC DAILY ( 135364/118018 ) 
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 State budget ax falls on Daniel Boone Homestead 

EXETER ð The state budget crisis has come home. To put a finer point on it, it has come to one 

of the area's premier historic homes ð Daniel Boone Homestead. On Monday, state officials 

released a list of 11 sites owned and operated... - POTTS. MERCURY  

 

DEP sees significant cuts from budget 

Furloughs in the state Department of Environmental Protection wonôt impact the departmentôs 

ability to enforce actions against polluters. The Rendell administration announced on Monday 

that an additional 319 state workers will be furloughed. Most of the new furloughs are in the 

department... - SOMERSET DAILY  

 

11/17 

Montour County budget shortfall equals 24% tax hike 

DANVILLE ð The Montour County commissioners are urging the public to attend their Nov. 

24 meeting as they debate measures to cut a projected $786,190 budget shortfall in an attempt to 

avoid what could be a 24 percent real estate tax increase in 2010. 

 

County eyes jail alternative 

Reporting center would offer testing and training for lesser criminal offenders. By Jennifer 

Learn-Andes jandes@timesleader.com Luzerne County Reporter Low-level offenders may soon 

report to a center every day instead of sitting in a prison cell. Read more Luzerne County 

Government articles... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Lower state subsidies force cuts at Richland Twp. library 

JOHNSTOWN ð Highland Community Library in Richland Township is cutting 13 hours from 

its schedule and will eliminate a childrenôs summer program because of cuts in its state subsidy, 

the library director said Monday. ñSevere measures must be implemented due to the cutback in 

our state... - JOHN. TRIB  

 

Latest round of state layoffs cause for concern among workers, area businesses 

Joseph Fields has two kids in college. Anna Bixler has bills to pay. And Etta Brashears needs her 

chemotherapy visits to be covered by her insurance. Each state worker has his own reason to 

worry about losing his job, but most share the worry that their position might be the next one to 

be... - PATRIOT  

 

Pennsylvania to lay off 319 workers 

By Tracie Mauriello and Don Hopey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette HARRISBURG -- Historical sites 

will be shuttered, the wait for government services will be longer, swimming and camping 

seasons at state parks will be shorter, and hundreds of state employees will be looking for new 

jobs.... - POST-GAZ.  

 

Latest state worker layoffs to be concentrated in 10 state agencies 

The Rendell administration will cut the stateôs work force by the equivalent of a midsize 

factory. The state will lay off 319 workers from 10 agencies effective Friday, Secretary of 

Administration Naomi Wyatt said. "Itôs the last thing anybody wants to be doing, especially at 

this time... - PATRIOT ( 134648/117399 ) 
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Plan to increase Cumberland County's hotel tax rate progresses 

A proposal to increase Cumberland County's hotel tax to 3 percent starting in January took a step 

forward this afternoon when county commissioners advertised the plan for public 

consideration. They could vote on it this month. The tax, levied on each hotel, motel and bed and 

breakfast room rental,... - PATRIOT ( 134643/117394 ) 

 

11/16 

Pa. government workers' union braces for layoffs 

The head of Pennsylvania's largest state employees' union said it was bracing for layoffs in 

advance of a Monday announcement by the Rendell administration... - AP  

 

Where's the money? Local governments strained by underfunding for state-mandated 

programs 

Schuylkill County's 2010 budget faces a $3.5 million deficit. If the county didn't have to kick in 

taxpayer money for state-mandated human services programs, it would almost have a 

surplus. "These programs don't touch every household, but taxes touch everybody,"... - POTTS. 

REP.  

 

No tax increase in budget for Lycoming County residents 

By DAVID THOMPSON dthompson@sungazette.com In spite of declining revenue, Lycoming 

County residents will see no increase in their 2010 county real estate taxes, according to a 

preliminary county budget set to go on display Monday.... - WILLIAM. SUN  

 

11/15 

Budget cuts force literacy program to search for new learning sites 

Reduced hours for some Bucks County libraries start next week, a cutback that will hit especially 

hard for a group of adults learning to read. It wasn't easy for the 30-year-old mother to ask for 

help. She struggled with writing and spelling her whole life and, after achieving sobriety,... - 

BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES  

 

County wants to hold off on filling judicial opening 

President Judge Renn said court budget cannot handle filling a bench vacancy that will be 

created by Judge Brillhart's retirement.  York County President Judge Richard K. Renn said 

budgetary constraints... - YORK DAILY  

 

County trims open space funding 

By KEITH PHUCAS Times Herald Staff COURTHOUSE ð Compelled by the ailing economy 

to scale back spending on land purchases, the county will reduce what it borrows in 2010 to pay 

for open space. On Thursday the Montgomery County Commissioners approved a resolution... - 

NORRIS. HERALD  

 

Erie County Council trims $900,000 

Erie County Council's goal Saturday was to trim at least$1 million from the county's preliminary 

2010 General Fund budget.  They came close, said County Council Chairman Ronald "Whitey" 

Cleaver. "We're at about $900,000 worth of cuts," Cleaver said. "That includes... - ERIE TIMES  
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No tax increase in budget for Lycoming County residents 

By DAVID THOMPSON dthompson@sungazette.com In spite of declining revenue, Lycoming 

County residents will see no increase in their 2010 county real estate taxes, according to a 

preliminary county budget set to go on display Monday. Real estate taxes will remain at 4.75 

mills. One mill equals $1 in real... - WILLIAM. SUN  

 

Long-term investments going into general fund 
Sharon Herald 

For another look at the county's budget breakdown, go to www.mcc.co.mercer.pa.us and click on 

ñ2010 Proposed Budgetò at the left-hand bar. ... 

 

11/14 

Pa. veterans help centers closing Jan. 1 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

The federally funded program has offices in Boyertown, Erie, Greensburg, Harrisburg and West 

Pittston and a $900000 annual budget. Thompson said Thursday it ... 

 

Luzerne aiming to solve $30M budget gap 

Luzerne County faces $30M gap WILKES-BARRE - With two weeks to go before they must 

present an official 2010 budget, the Luzerne County commissioners are still looking for ways 

to close a $30 million budget hole.... - SCRANTON TIMES  

 

11/13 

Budget cuts are unconscionable 

A few weeks ago, The Morning Call printed an article indicating that Lehigh County was cutting 

its funding to the national Alliance on Mental Illness (Lehigh Valley chapter) by 75 percent for 

2010. NAMI is a national grass-roots organization with state and local chapters. The 

organization... - MORNING CALL  

 

Cumberland County to use reserves to avoid tax hike 

Cumberland County property owners won't have to pay higher taxes to the county next 

year. Despite the recession and the financial turmoil caused by the state's budget battle, county 

commissioners Thursday unveiled a proposed $68.3... - PATRIOT  

 

Montco to borrow less for buying open space 

As part of a budget slowdown, Montgomery County commissioners yesterday approved a 

decreased rate of borrowing for a voter-approved open-space preservation program. Voters 

authorized the county in 2003 to borrow $150 million through bonds... - INQUIRER  

 

Proposed county budget has no tax hike for 2010 

Cumberland County property owners won't have to pay higher taxes to the county next 

year. Despite the recession and the financial turmoil caused by the state's budget battle, county 

commissioners Thursday unveiled a proposed $68.3... - PATRIOT  
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Officials demand libraries open up the books 

Carnegie system says it's complying Friday, November 13, 2009 By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette Elected officials yesterday called on the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh's board to open 

its doors and its books. Library officials said they have already done so, and are mulling the 

unusual step of inviting the public to... - POST-GAZ.  

 

State officials join campaign to save Carnegie Library branches 

State and local officials called on the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Thursday to keep all of its 

branches open. The officials also want the library to provide them with more complete financial 

information, host a forum for elected officials and the public and commit to holding its Dec. 14 

board meeting in public.... - TRIB  

 

11/12 

Centre commissioners hope to minimize tax increase for 2010 

BELLEFONTE - With a tentative budget due in about a month, Centre County commissioners 

say taxpayers will likely see their first property levy increase in nearly a decade, but they remain 

vigilant in trying to keep the impact as small as possible.... - LOCK HAVEN EXPRESS  

 

Veterans Affairs offices increase workload 

LEWISBURG ð Veterans have given and sacrificed more than most will ever know. As a small 

token of gratitude, their pains can be compensated for, as least to some degree. One such support 

service, though, will be shuttering its doors at the end of the year. The Governorôs Veterans 

Outreach and Assistance Center, which first... - MILTON STANDARD  

 

County budget tight 

NEW CASTLE - Last year, Lawrence County finished the year with a $1.5 million surplus. That 

won't be the case in 2009, county Commissioner Dan Vogler said. "We'll break even at the end 

of this year," he said. "Break even," however, means the county will likely deplete the surplus 

it... - EC LEDGER  

 

State budget cuts threaten to isolate library collections 

Tribune Review 

By Jeremy Boren Libraries in Pennsylvania could suddenly seem a lot smaller if people can no 

longer order hard-to-find books or popular movies and music ... 

 

State funding leaves veterans in cold 

The Daily Collegian Online 

The main branch in Harrisburg aided 3048 veterans during the program's 2008-2009 year in 23 

counties in central Pennsylvania, including Centre County. ... 

 

County faces tight budget 

CLEARFIELD - Clearfield County is continuing to crunch numbers for the 2010 budget. At 

Tuesday's meeting, the Clearfield County Commissioners said they had finished with the budget 

hearings for all the county department heads. "We do not want to have to raise taxes and 

everyone is working as hard as... - DUB. COURIER-EXPRESS  
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Erie veterans outreach office closes 

State budget cuts have shuttered a Harrisburg-funded program that had served military veterans 

in Erie and the surrounding area for nearly three decades.  The Governor's Veterans Outreach 

and Assistance Center office, at 1222 French St., closed permanently Oct. 30, Director Brian 

Morris said. The... - ERIE TIMES  

 

State closing five veterans centers 

By Timothy McNulty and Tom Barnes, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette The state is quietly shutting 

down a program, nearly 3 decades old, that aids veterans statewide, mostly in rural areas. The 

Rendell administration is closing the state's five Governor's Veterans Outreach and Assistance 

Centers, which were started by Gov. Dick Thornburgh... - POST-GAZ.  

 

11/11 

State budget cuts hit county programs 

Leader Vindicator 

The rate for the poll workers is set by the Pennsylvania code. There is a minimum and a 

maximum amount. The minimum is $75 a day. Elk County pays $85 a day, 

 

Allegheny County's budget advances 

An Allegheny County Council committee gave preliminary approval Tuesday to a budget 

without a tax increase, finishing budget talks about two weeks ahead of schedule. Council's 

Budget and Finance Committee approved a $773.5 million operating... - TRIB  

 

County's bond offering brings in $18.3M 

By obtaining almost $18.3 million from a bond issue on Tuesday, Luzerne County won't run into 

cash-flow problems this year, Chief of Budget and Finance Tom Pribula said. The county wanted 

the money in September but ran into problems after New... - WB CIT. VOICE  

 

Petrilla: No mass layoffs planned 

But few details have emerged on how county commissioners plan to close $29 million spending 

gap. By Jennifer Learn-Andes jandes@timesleader.com Luzerne County Reporter Luzerne 

Countyôs proposed 2010 budget is two weeks away from adoption,... -  

 

Lawrence County dips into surplus to make payroll 

NEW CASTLE ð Last year, Lawrence County finished the year with a $1.5 million 

surplus. That wonôt be the case in 2009, county Commissioner Dan Vogler said. ñWeôll break 

even at the end of this year,ò he said. ñBreak even,ò however, means the county probably will 

deplete the... - BC TIMES  

 

11/10 

County has no plans for tax hike 

Carlisle Sentinel 

Commissioners Barb Cross and Gary Eichelberger were each optimistic Monday night at a 

special commissioners' meeting that a zero property tax increase would ... 
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Allegheny County considers no jump in taxes 

Allegheny County leaders are pushing for a 2010 budget with no tax increase, but they're doing 

so as the county enters into what could be turbulent financial times. County budget officials 

project next year's tax revenue will drop from the... - TRIB  
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Non-competitive bond sales help keep Beaver County in debt 

When the recession devastated Beaver County earlier this year, Gentile-Meinert & Associates 

Inc. were pressed not to raise prices on a $10,000-a- month contract for security guards at the 

county's nursing home. The county's elected officials, attempting to hold the line on the 

budget,... - TRIB  

 

Wayne County to return to normal government operation hours 

HONESDALE - The Wayne County Courthouse and other county buildings are returning to 

normal operating hours in about two weeks. With some state funding finally flowing again, 

Wayne County commissioners on Tuesday agreed that county buildings on Nov. 16 will start to 

open at 8:... - SCRANTON TIMES  

 

If libraries mu st cut staff and hours, state government should do the same 

Monday, November 09, 2009 We need to do more with less. Sound familiar? Managers and 

workers in the private sector hear this catch-phrase regularly, especially since the economy has 

yet to rally. Those in the public sector are urged to follow this path as well. In many... - EASTON 

EXPRESS  

 

Library aid is necessary for region's well-being 

The failure of the state to adequately fund public libraries has come home to roost, as it did a 

year ago. Pottstown Public Library officials are making the rounds of local municipalities to 

again ask for some help in covering the state shortfall. The alternative would be cuts in hours or 

services at a time when the... - POTTS. MERCURY  

 

Bucks library cuts hours 

By Bob Keeler Don't plan on going to the Samuel Pierce branch of Bucks County Free Library 

any time on a Thursday or Friday or after 7 p.m. Mondays through Wednesdays. Beginning Nov. 

16, three Bucks County Free Library branches, including the Pierce in Perkasie, won't be open 

anymore at those times.... - LANS. REPORTER  

 

PSU's status with state troubling 

During election season, politicians from Pennsylvania make it a point to tell students that 

education is a top priority. And maybe that's true for some of them, but judging by how 

state legislators are handling appropriations for state-related universities --... - COLLEGIAN  

 

2 more libraries cut back on operating hours to offset budget shortfalls 

At least two more libraries in the county have changed their hours of operation as a result of 

reduced funding. In Tredyffrin, libraries will change hours of operation for Paoli Library and 

Tredyffrin Public Library, effective Dec. 1, to meet the budget... - WC DAILY  

 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_652359.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/business/s_652076.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/wayne_county_to_return_to_normal_government_operation_hours
http://www.scrantontimes.com/
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/opinion/index.ssf?/base/news-0/125774312621130.xml&coll=3
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2009/11/09/opinion/srv0000006773972.txt
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://www.thereporteronline.com/articles/2009/11/09/news/srv0000006757204.txt
http://www.thereporteronline.com/
http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archive/2009/11/09/psus_status_with_state_troubli.aspx
http://www.collegian.psu.edu/
http://www.dailylocal.com/articles/2009/11/09/news/srv0000006784786.txt
http://www.dailylocal.com/


45 

 

Monroe County: No tax hike expected next year 

A county tax hike next year appears unlikely, the Monroe County commissioners said last week. 

"We're still crunching numbers to see what the bottom line is but right now we're looking like 

we're on the right track," said Commissioner Donna Asure. 

 

11/8 

Environmental programs slashed in new PA budget 

The Chesapeake Bay Journal 

By Karl Blankenship Environmental programs, including those that benefit the Bay, suffered 

sharp cuts when Pennsylvania lawmakers finally approved a budget, ... 

 

11/6 

(Delaware) County considering 8.9 percent tax bump 

County property taxes could go up by 8.9 percent in 2010, according to a preliminary budget 

released Thursday. The proposed increase of 0.359 mills would bring the total millage rate to 

4.393 (about 44 cents for every $100 of assessed property value) and increase taxes $48 to about 

$680 for the average homeowner. DELCO-TIMES 

 

Lawrence Co. scrambles to meet 2-week payroll 

NEW CASTLE, Pa. ð Lawrence County had to dip into reserve funds to make the payroll 

Thursday, Dave Prestopine of the county controller's ... Youngstown Vindicator 

 

County bill seeks to collect fees from nonprofits 

After years of talking about it, Allegheny County Council this week approved a plan to collect 

fees from tax-exempt entities such as the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center and Highmark, 

a move expected to raise as much as $13 million annually. The bill, which is yet to be signed by 

County Executive Dan Onorato, was... - POST-GAZ.  

 

Budget process must be changed 

Although the state budget is now complete, I have serious concerns about the impact the $27.8 

billion spending plan will have on next year's budget. This budget fails to prepare the state for 

future economic stability by... - PATRIOT  

 

Depletion of reserves in 1 year will aid deficit, hurt taxpayers 

Several concerns have been raised by the excessive use of the commonwealth's reserve accounts 

in the 2009-10 state budget that was signed into law in early October. Due to lack of appropriate 

planning for next year, Pennsylvania most likely will face a massive deficit and substantial... - 

PATRIOT  

 

First teachers, now libraries. Where will budget ax fall next? 

It was once said by the late American scholar Archibald MacLeish, ''What is more important in a 

library than anything else -- than everything else -- is the fact that it exists.'' Public libraries have 

always been a treasure to many people, providing a way of reading and research for all 

communities and for all who have a... - MORNING CALL  
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Transportation planners need billions to rehabilitate local roadways, bridges 

Transportation planners laid out a wish list for state lawmakers Thursday, saying it would take 

billions of dollars to get all of Southwest Pennsylvania's roads and bridges back in good 

shape. Local and regional planners met with legislators and advisers Downtown to... - TRIB  
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County Council to continue budget talks 

Members of Erie County Council will meet today with the heads of county offices to once more 

discuss the numbers in the 2010 budget.  It won't be fun. The budget, when it comes, could 

include layoffs, council... - ERIE TIMES  

 

Budget crisis closes veterans center 

A state-funded veterans assistance office in West Pittston that serves veterans in 12 Northeastern 

Pennsylvania counties has fallen victim to Pennsylvania's budget shortfall. The Governor's 

Veterans Outreach and Assistance Center in West Pittston will cease operations Dec. 31 after 29 

years of helping veterans obtain... - WB CIT. VOICE  

 

Pike library board talks service cuts after tax hike rejected 

The Pike County Public Library conducted business as usual Wednesday and the library board 

will, in the wake of Tuesday's bond referendum defeat, now try to figure out what services and 

programs to cut to make ends meet in 2010. The final vote was 7,437-1,714 against the tax, 

which would have cost an... - POCONO RECORD  

 

11/3 

Pennsylvania is $160 million behind budget forecasts, Department of Revenue says 

Red continues to be the predominant color in the state governmentôs revenue picture. So far for 

the year, the state has collected $8.8 billion to support its $27.8 billion general fund budget, 

according to figures released today by... - PATRIOT  

 

Proposed tax hike a budget hurdle for Erie County Council 

Council sees little wiggle room in budget  

 Erie County Council has yet to make any changes to the county's proposed $90.4 million budget 

for 2010.... - ERIE TIMES  
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County job cuts coming 
Government has $1.2 million shortfall in the 2010 budget. The specter of layoffs is hanging over 

Lancaster County government. Department heads were told during their monthly leadership 

meeting last week to advise their staffs about possible personnel cuts before the end of... - 

INTELLIGENCER JOURNAL  

 

Drug, alcohol treatment services may be cut 

Despite a growing demand for drug and alcohol treatment services, brought on mainly by the 

economic downturn, state budget cuts may force local agencies to turn some people away this 

fiscal year. The Sentinel 
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Eligibility for LIHEAP slashed; 20,000 families may be left out 

With Pennsylvania's unemployment rate at its highest in more than 20 years, fewer low-income 

residents will be able to receive help paying their heating bills this winter. That is largely 

because income eligibility for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, or LIHEAP, 

was reduced to $33,075 for a family of four... - TRIB  

 

Letters: DEP's mission won't be hurt by state budget cut 

The "Marcellus Shale: Pa. tapped, drillers not" article last Sunday gave an incomplete and, 

therefore, distorted picture of how the recently enacted state budget will affect the Department of 

Environmental Protection. By focusing on the 27 percent reduction to the state General Fund 

portion of... - INQUIRER ( 127835/111417 ) 

 

Montco puts freeze on capital projects 

NORRISTOWN ð The Montgomery County Commissioners put a "limited freeze" on capital 

projects ð public safety, open space, economic development, transportation, prison expansion 

and others ð until they revise spending priorities. The moratorium was approved last Thursday 

by a 3-0 vote. The measure is... - POTTS. MERCURY  

 

Department heads state their budget cases 

Commissioners are seeking tighter spending. Not all estimates are compliant. Just in case the 

Phillies are again World Series champions, plans already are under way for Montgomery County 

deputies to beef up some municipal police departments to help with any unruly fans who might 

break out in... - The Intelligencer  

 

 

10/30 

Citing economy, Montco lays off 4 park managers 

Montgomery County laid off four managers of its parks department yesterday for what 

Commissioners Chairman James R. Matthews said were purely economic reasons. The four 

parks division chiefs each received more than $70,000 a year before their layoffs, which become 

effective Nov. 27. Three of the four had... - INQUIRER  

 

10/29 

Most libraries reduce hours 

While some Blair County libraries are reducing hours and dipping into book funds to make ends 

meet, others are waiting to see exactly what they will receive from the county. 

 

Homeless Shelters Still Hurting after Budget Impasse 

WHTM-TV 

Chambersburg, Pa. - The state budget impasse is finally over, but it's left some local homeless 

shelters struggling. In Franklin County, $43000 in community ... 

 

Westmoreland, Armstrong counties likely to dodge tax hike 

Westmoreland and Armstrong county commissioners said Wednesday it appears there will be no 

increases in real estate taxes for either county. Those comments came at the annual Strongland 
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Chamber of Commerce County Commissioners' Breakfast. "We are not looking at a tax increase 

this year because of our fund... - 

 

Lehigh commissioners approve budget with no tax increase on a split 5-4 vote 

Amid political and partisan overtones, Lehigh County commissioners Wednesday adopted a 

2010 budget that will keep taxes steady for the fifth consecutive year. The decision, on a 5-4 

vote, left essentially unchanged the $412 million... - MORNING CALL  

 

10/28 

Fresh look at local government funding is needed 

Two years ago, most local governments in Pennsylvania knew there were serious financial 

problems brewing. Long before Americans became familiar with such terms as 

''stimulus packages,'' ''recovery acts'' or '' Cash-for-Clunkers,'' there was some financial director 

in your town hall prematurely graying over the numbers... - MORNING CALL  

 

10/27 

Pension change may lower county tax hike 

Northampton recalculates how much to set aside for retirees -- $3 million less Northampton 

County's proposed 9.26 percent tax hike might be cut by more than a quarter because of a 

recalculation of the money set aside for pensions, officials said Monday. The county's 

Retirement Board voted Friday to use an alternate set of... - MORNING CALL  

 

Countywide sustainability policy to be implemented 

Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato today will sign into law a broad energy conservation 

policy to improve efficiency and cut wasteful spending in all county government operations. The 

new Sustainabilty Policy for Allegheny County will affect all aspects of county government 

operations from vehicle fleet management to building... - POST-GAZ.  

 

10/25 

Avoiding a tax increase seems improbable for county 

WAYNESBURG - The impasse over the state budget may have ended two weeks ago but for 

many the big picture after the fallout is still a murky one. "The state is telling us that they will get 

the numbers to us by the end of the month," said Greene County Commissioner Pam Snyder. 

"They cut human... - WASH. O. R.  

 

In Berks County, stimulus money trickles in 
Reading Eagle 

That leaves county Budget Director Robert J. Patrizio Jr. with a question. "What happens when 

all this money goes away?" he wondered. 

 

Hundreds of layoffs expected 
Indiana Gazette 

HARRISBURG (AP) - Hundreds more employees of Pennsylvania's state government are 

expected to get pink slips. Gov. Ed Rendell said Friday that he expects ... 
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State parks feel pinch of state budget cuts 
Allentown Morning Call 

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, which oversees Pennsylvania's 117 

state parks, has $9.3 million less to spend on them in the recently ... 

 

Leaders reflect on the budget impasse, forming ideas on how to finish on time 

While lawmakers note mistakes led to the 101-day stalemate, some say the '09 negotiations 

brought accountability to the process and helped ensure a good spending plan. Fresh from 

breaking a budget impasse that extended 101 days past the... - PATRIOT  

 

Northampton County libraries reduce staff, services following state funding cuts 

Anticipating a major cut in state funding, the Northampton Area Public Library in July 

eliminated its Friday hours. Now faced with their own state funding cuts, the Bangor, Bethlehem 

and Nazareth libraries are unsure if they'll have to follow suit. The Pennsylvania budget passed 

earlier this month included an almost 21... - EASTON EXPRESS ( 124384/108336 ) 

 

 

10/23 

Short-sighted budget could result in pain 

Although the 2009-10 state budget is com plete and spends $1.18 billion less than the governor 

originally requested, I have serious concerns about the impact the $27.8 billion spending plan 

will have on the commonwealth's... - PATRIOT  

 

10/22 

Commissioners likely won't sell property 

The Montgomery County commissioners Wednesday all but ruled out the sale of any county 

property to help close an estimated $53.5 million revenue gap in next year's operating budget. ï 

The Intelligencer 

 

Layoffs likely to come near holidays 

Gov. Ed Rendell has said spending cuts will probably require the state to eliminate more 

jobs. Thursday, October 22, 2009 BY CHARLES THOMPSON cthompson@patriot-

news.com HARRISBURG - Gov. Ed Rendell had no updates Wednesday on the need 

for additional reductions in the state's work force, other than to express... - PATRIOT  

 

Local government is big loser in state budget 

Faced with declining revenues, counties and municipalities have difficult decisions to make 

regarding which project and activities to undertake and which to defer. One of the few state 

programs to help in this decision-making process is the Land Use Planning and Technical 

Assistance Program.... - PATRIOT  

 

State funding trickling in to Monroe County agencies 

STROUDSBURG ð Some state and federal money is beginning to trickle to local social service 

agencies as state officials continue to clear the funding backlog created by a 101-day-late state 

budget. Ten agencies have received partial state funding, from the July 1 start of... - POCONO 

RECORD  
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Officials: Gas leasing may ease budget woes 

WAYNESBURG - Commissioners hope leasing the natural gas rights to several county-owned 

properties will help them balance the budget and avoid a property tax increase next year. 

 

At their meeting today, commissioners are expected to sign an oil and gas lease agreement with 

Tanglewood Exploration LLC. The Fort Worth, Texas-based company will extract natural gas 

from under the county fairgrounds, airport and several other properties in Franklin Township. In 

return, the county will receive 20 percent in royalties. 

 

10/21 

Northampton County council members bicker over tax increase 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 By SARAH CASSI The Express-Times EASTON | Northampton 

County Council kicked off its series of budget hearings Monday night with a yelling match over 

$50,000. Northampton County Executive John Stoffa is proposing a 9.3 percent budget... - 

EASTON EXPRESS  

 

$13.5M needed for county pension fund 

Taxpayer subsidy for 2010 will be largest amount ever required to keep fund afloat. By Jennifer 

Learn-Andes jandes@timesleader.com Luzerne County Reporter The taxpayer subsidy required 

to keep Luzerne Countyôs pension fund afloat will reach another all-time high ï an estimated 

$13.5 million in... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

10/20 

Budget impasse hurt everyone 

The recent state budget impasse has had a negative impact on everyone. At the county level, the 

school districts and county government have had to divert money from their budgets to help keep 

public services going.... - BC TIMES  

 

Workers to contribute to health insurance 

COURTHOUSE ð Montgomery County employeesô health care costs are projected to increase 

significantly, and workers will likely be asked to pay a portion of the cost, according to 

Montgomery County Commissioners Chairman James R. Matthews. 

 

County Council argues over avoiding tax hike 

While trying to hash out a $330 million budget for next year, Northampton County Council 

argued Monday over everything from parkland preservation to meeting procedure and the 

definition of ''grandstanding.'' Nearly the only thing council's nine members agreed on was that 

they don't... - MORNING CALL  

 

10/19 

Budget cuts expected to lead to DEP layoffs 

One of the biggest losers in the long and bloody state budget battle was the Department of 

Environmental Protection, which saw its appropriations cut by $56.46 million, or 27 percent, the 

largest cut ever in environmental... - POST-GAZ.  
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Slashed budget will affect state parks, but how much? 

By Tom Barnes, Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau  -- The state Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources is still pondering how it will handle an $11.3 million budget cut in its 

park budget and hasn't ruled out shutting down state services in some parks.... - POST-GAZ.  

 

10/18 

Social service programs take hit in new state budget 

Citizens Voice 

That funding makes up about 55 percent of the budget for the 10-county cancer institute in 

Northeastern Pennsylvania. The institute said such a large cut ... 

 

Social service programs take hit in new state budget 

Two dozen families in Lackawanna and Wayne counties may not be able to afford to keep their 

children in pre-kindergarten classes. A homeless single mother may have to jump from friend's 

home to friend's home to see that her child has at least a sofa to sleep on.... - WB CIT. VOICE  

 

Regional programs prepare for impact of fund reductions 

Serento Gardens Alcoholism & Drug Services in Hazleton has been operating with a reduced 

staff for months. President and CEO Ed Pane is fearful the state's newly enacted budget will put 

the agency in a spot where it will need to make even more sacrifices.... - WB CIT. VOICE  

 

Feeling the cuts: Slashed programs leave few in Berks in mood to celebrate 

Pennsylvania finally has a budget, but slashed programs leave few in the mood to celebrate. Like 

most farmers around Berks County, Michael Braucher of Centre Township buys crop insurance 

each spring. Harsh droughts such as one in 1999, or the rainfall that hurt the wheat... - READING 

EAGLE  

 

PennDOT loses $700K in state funding 

About $700,000 was cut from the state's general fund budget for transportation, but that change 

won't have a big impact on the midstate, a Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

spokesman said. Funding for PennDOT in the 2009-2010 budget that was approved recently 

fell... - PATRIOT  

 

10/16 

Libraries losing one-fifth of budget 

Daily American Online 

... director of the Somerset County Library and administrator of the federated library system. 

ñThe Access PA, Power databases, Millennium and Interlibrary ... 

 

State budget cut puts slant on library tax 

Pocono Record 

By Wayne Witkowski ith the Pennsylvania budget being approved 101 days late, libraries across 

the state got some bleak news: a 20.1 percent cut in state ... 

 

Environmental protection suffers deep state budget cuts 

Republican & Herald 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09292/1006576-454.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/1.343696&ct=ga&cd=089QFzVkTCc&usg=AFQjCNF-evjHQ-3KYAheWbjceFoPtFbBPg
http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/social_service_programs_take_hit_in_new_state_budget
http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.citizensvoice.com/news/regional_programs_prepare_for_impact_of_fund_reductions
http://www.citizensvoice.com/
http://www.readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=161809
http://www.readingeagle.com/
http://www.readingeagle.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/125582281744060.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.dailyamerican.com/articles/2009/10/15/news/local/news103.txt&ct=ga&cd=ZpHmwmJGDak&usg=AFQjCNE3yu98yqZ9KZz5nNHcciz1nEnRaQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article%3FAID%3D/20091016/NEWS13/910160316/-1/NEWSMAP&ct=ga&cd=ZpHmwmJGDak&usg=AFQjCNHrVNU5PRYomK-uWLfRkIoujoaCkg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.republicanherald.com/news/1.338592&ct=ga&cd=ZpHmwmJGDak&usg=AFQjCNFBRvMOArCHI7BS2beW1UGVDdUs_g


52 

 

Uncertainty dominates the thinking of those responsible for Schuylkill County's environment 

when they ponder what Pennsylvania's new budget will mean for it ... 

 

Budget anticipates $60 million from new leases of Pennsylvania forest land for ... 

PennLive.com 

Komorowski is shown at a Susquehanna County well-drilling site. After months of bickering, 

state lawmakers reached into Pennsylvania's forests for $60 ... 

 

Workers' salaries in Montco crosshairs 

Next year's payroll checks for Montgomery County's 3,200-plus government workers likely will 

be lighter, if they have jobs at all, according to the county commissioners. In order to balance 

next year's budget, the commissioners are considering... - THE INTELLIGENCER  

 

County official: Challenge now is do more with less 

A discussion about Luzerne Countyôs human resources policies and procedures dominated the 

meeting of the Luzerne County Government Study Commission held on Wednesday 

night. Director of Human Resources Doug Richards talked with the group about how county jobs 

are filled, cut or otherwise managed.... - WB TIMES LEADER  

 

Some still face budget woes 

Funding for Penn State, Pitt, Temple and 18 other institutions hangs in limbo while lawmakers 

consider table games legislation.  Penn State, Pitt, Temple and Lincoln universities are among 

the state-funded institutions awaiting thousands, if not millions, of dollars... - PATRIOT  

 

Official: Focus funds on river 

Citing Montgomery County's current budget constraints, the head of its open space board 

Thursday recommended that the commissioners shelve the county's popular municipal open 

space preservation grant program and channel any... - THE INTELLIGENCER  

 

State parks and environment could take hits, advocates say 

Cuts to the budgets of the state's two environmental agencies could lead to the closing of some 

state parks and a shortage of personnel to enforce environmental laws, advocates say. However, 

a group that favors reducing state spending said the agencies can... - PATRIOT  

 

The wait and pain go on despite the new budget 
Child care centers and other social services waited not-so-patiently for 101 days, eyes glaring at 

the Capitol, as they cut staff, reduced services and turned away needy families. With a state 

budget in place, child care centers still haven't gotten... - PATRIOT  

 

County unsure of cutsô impact 

BELLEFONTE ð The state budget has passed but county commissioners say itôs not yet clear 

exactly what cuts in the state spending plan will mean for the county, which is now projecting a 

$6 million shortfall next year. The commissioners said Thursday they now know which areas 

will see cuts in... - CENTRE DAILY  
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County will cut jobs, sell nursing home, but not increase taxes 

The majority county commissioners brought out their ax Thursday, announcing $2.1 million in 

cuts to the Lackawanna County budget that will require laying off about 30 

employees. Commissioners Corey O'Brien and Mike Washo kept a promise made earlier this... - 

SCRANTON TIMES  

 

10/15 

Northampton County exec makes case for 9.3 percent tax hike 

Facing a budget battle over his proposed 9.3 percent property tax hike, Northampton County 

Executive John Stoffa this morning took his case for the largest tax increase in five years to the 

business community. Stoffa said the 1-mill increase is needed to plug a $7.3 million gap in 

the... - MORNING CALL  

 

State funding for children's services delayed, harming their agencies 

Children's programs end up winners under the new state budget, but the 101-day delay before its 

passage likely caused irreparable harm to child-services agencies, said child-welfare advocates 

Wednesday. Under the budget, the state's Children's Health Insurance Program will... - TRIB  

 

Republican leaders want funding released 

HARRISBURG ð There's no justifiable reason for holding up state money for Pitt, Penn State, 

Temple and Lincoln universities while lawmakers consider whether to legalize table games, 

Senate Republican leaders said Wednesday. "There is simply no good reason to withhold this 

critical funding," Senate... - TRIB   

 

Leaders urged to wrap up budget bills 

House plans to reconvene Nov. 9, but Pileggi pushes return to session Thursday, October 15, 

2009 By Tom Barnes, Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau HARRISBURG -- Senate Republican 

Leader Dominic Pileggi is urging House Democrats to return to session quickly to resolve three 

important issues --... - POST-GAZ.  

 

10/14 

Commissioners look to shave $2.8M from budget requests 

LOCK HAVEN - For the Clinton County commissioners, $2.8 million is the magic number. 

It's the number every department head is hearing - or will hear -as he or she visits with the board 

over the next few weeks for a face-to-face on 2010 budget requests. 

 

Glad for budget, but county still waits 

Wayne County -  

Passage of the state budget is great news, says Wayne County Commissioner Brian Smith, but 

itôs still a waiting game. Wayne Independent 

 

Unsettling budget: Despite agreement, the state faces a tough road 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The end of Pennsylvania's budget adoption season -- typically celebrated along with the July 

Fourth holiday -- usually is a chance to reflect on which programs and services came out fiscal 

winners and losers. 

http://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/county_will_cut_jobs_sell_nursing_home_but_not_increase_taxes
http://www.thetimes-tribune.com/
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/breaking/all-stoffa-1014cn,0,5045310.story
http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_648083.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_648087.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09288/1005632-454.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/513649.html
http://www.wayneindependent.com/news/x576552171/Glad-for-budget-but-county-still-waits
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09287/1005207-192.stm?cmpid=HBEHTML


54 

 

 

Budget Impasse Still Affects Some Groups 

WGAL 

HARRISBURG, Pa. -- Millions of dollars in state payments are finally on the way to local 

governments, schools and organizations. The money represents the ... 

 

Blair County Commissioners Put Rehiring On Hold 

WJACtv.com 

As the Pennsylvania Legislature works to get money out to agencies that have been eagerly 

waiting, a question remains: Will people who were laid off due to ... 

 

Pitt, Penn State tuition fates ride on table games decision 

Whether students at the University of Pittsburgh will bear another tuition increase could depend 

on whether the Legislature approves table games. State-related schools such as Pitt and Penn 

State University are not included in the state budget signed Friday because they are part of... - 

TRIB  

 

Social-service providers struggle for normalcy 

By Amy Worden, Alfred Lubrano, and Dan Hardy Inquirer Staff Writers Funding might be 

flowing from Harrisburg again, but the social-service providers who help the vulnerable say the 

state's 101-day budget impasse has left them deep in debt with vendors and banks, and 

scrambling to... - INQUIRER  

 

Agency 'highly confident' cash-strapped groups will receive checks within days 

HARRISBURG ð State Treasurer Rob McCord says he is "highly confident" many social 

service providers and school districts will get state money today or within days, as his agency 

ramps up payments. He acknowledged that some payments, delayed by a 101-day budget 

impasse in... - TRIB  

 

One hundred one days offers lots of lessons 

Unless you happen to be a Pennsylvania lawmaker, a lot can be accomplished in 101 days. You 

may have heard something about legislators being a tad tardy in adopting a 2009-10 state budget. 

They were 101 days into the fiscal year... - TRIB  

 

State funds start flowing, but table game dispute delays some payouts 

By Tom Barnes, Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau HARRISBURG -- More than 4,000 county 

agencies and social service programs across the state were breathing easier yesterday, as state 

Treasurer Rob McCord began sending out their long-delayed state allocations for fiscal... - 

POST-GAZ.  
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Budget limits forest drilling impact  

Towanda Daily Review 

The agency also leases land for drilling in the traditional shallow gas and oil fields of northwest 

Pennsylvania. To keep pressure off the state forest ... 
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With cuts and closings, 'It's just not a good year for libraries' 

Pittsburgh Post Gazette 

In 2008, Cleveland received $66.7 million in public funds, $27.9 million from city property taxes 

and $26.4 million from state taxes. ... 

 

10/12 

Erie County Council to start budget deliberations 

Erie County Council is ready to start scrutinizing the county's proposed $90.4 million General 

Fund budget. Council's budget sessions start today at the Erie County Courthouse. The seven-

member panel will start by meeting with department heads to review their respective budgets. Go 

Erie.com 

 

On the sidelines: Citizens expect all lawmakers to participate 

Like much in politics, this yearôs state budget process created some interesting 

bedfellows. House Democrats and Senate Republicans ended up working closely together in the 

end to craft the $27.8 billion spending plan. Senate Democratic Leader Robert Mellow of 

Lackawanna County also was... - PATRIOT  

 

10/11 

Collection needs a stronger focus 

FOR THE LUZERNE County commissioners, putting together a balanced 2010 budget that 

doesnôt include a major tax increase is like trying to complete a jigsaw puzzle thatôs missing key 

pieces. With a $30-million spending gap to date and a bleak economic year on the... - WB TIMES 

LEADER  

 

Hold repsô feet to fire 

The stateôs budget impasse hit 100 days before legislators and Gov. Ed Rendell broke down 

political barriers and actually worked together. There had been many previous claims by Rendell 

that agreements were close, with no result to show.... - CENTRE DAILY ( 118173/102666 ) 

 

Analysis: State budget delay cloaks politicians in shame 

HARRISBURG -- It took 101 days to pass a state budget, longer than the Battle of the Bulge and 

more time than it took the Marines to capture Iwo Jima during World War II. There was no 

heroism, though, in the state budget battle of 2009.... - TRIB  

 

Broken budget trust. By Brad Bumsted 

HARRISBURG Long-term relations between the House and Senate were severely damaged 

by the budget battle, casting a cloud over future action on efforts to cap electric rates, next year's 

budget and trying to stem the impact of spiking... - TRIB  

 

Lackawanna County budget expected this week 

County budget draft expected SCRANTON - Lackawanna County commissioners will release 

the first draft of the 2010 county budget this week. Majority Commissioners Corey O'Brien and 

Mike Washo have declined to... - SCRANTON TIMES  
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Agencies welcome Pa. budget 

A host of human services agencies that struggled to stay open during a 101-day state budget 

stalemate breathed a bit easier yesterday, knowing state subsidies, missing for months, could 

start flowing in as early as next week. A child care center in Youngwood once again can buy 

cereal and snacks for... - POST-GAZ.  

 

Revenue sources uncertain 

HARRISBURG - Pennsylvania will rely on a variety of revenue sources to support $27.8 billion 

in spending this fiscal year. A portion of this revenue will come from new taxes. Transfers from 

special state funds will also provide needed revenues for the all-purpose General Fund.... - WB 

CIT. VOICE ( 118193/102686 ) 
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Governor Rendell signs budget bill 
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